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EASTER  HOLIDAYS. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  next  week  will  go  to  press  on 
Wednesday,  April  8.  Advertisements  for  the  Coloured  Supplement 
will  be  received  up  to  5  p.m.  on  that  day.  The  offices  at  42  Cannon 
Street  will  be  closed  from  Thursday  evening,  April  9,  to  Tuesday 
morning,  April  14. 

POISONS  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

We  would  be  obliged  if  chemists  and  druggists  in  agricultural 
districts  who  are  willing  to  get  the  signatures  of  their  customers 
and  influential  county  gentlemen  against  legislation  on  the  lines 
of  the  Committee's  report  would  send  us  postcards  to  that  effect. 

OUR  COLONIAL  ISSUE. 

This  important  number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be 
published  in  the  week  ending  April  25.  It  affords  an  unique 
occasion  for  bringing  to  the  notice  of  colonial  buyers,  by  means  of 
advertisements,  all  kinds  of  druggists'  goods,  toilet  articles,  photo- 
graphic supplies,  &c.  The  Publisher  will  furnish  full  particulars 
on  application.  We  recommend  business-houses  to  secure  early 
the  space  they  want. 


Summary 


Many  Novelties  for  chemists'  retail  are  described  on  p.  562. 

We  report  the  examination  in  Ashmore  &  Son's  failure  (p.  533) 

A  Full  Report  of  the  tr.  quiu.  ammon.  case  is  printed  on 
p.  555. 

We  give  the  text  of  the  judgment  in  the  acetum  scilhe  case 
(p.  557). 

The  late  Mr.  F.  B.  Benger's  estate  is  valued  at  over  420,0007. 
(p.  571). 

Further  Settlements  of  drug-contracts  are  reported  on  p.  533 
and  p.  540. 

A  Chemists'  Association  has  been  formed  in  the  Thames 
Valley  (p.  548). 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  gives  some  graphic  particulars  about  the  cod- 
fishing  (p.  549). 

A  Child  at  Bristol  has  been  poisoned  with  a  home-made 
cough-mixture  (p.  538). 

What  is  a  bonbon  ?  The  question  is  of  importance  under  the 
Factory  Act.    See  p.  558. 

Mr.  Idris's  Views  on  the  Poisons  Committee's  report  are 
frankly  outspoken  (p.  515). 

The  Law  as  to  unreturned  syphons  was  raised  in  a  case  settled 
by  Mr.  Justice  Wright  (p.  558). 

Those  who  desire  to  checkmate  Mr.  Dobbs  should  read  the 
note  on  p.  554,  and  act  upon  it. 

A  Bolton  man  has  got  a  month's  imprisonment  for  selling 
spurious  Beecham's  pills  (p.  539). 

The  shop  of  the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  at  Coleraine  is  to 
be  sold,  also  that,  at  Newry  (p.  558). 

Jersey  is  giving  better  facilities  for  exportation  of  spirituous 
preparations  under  drawback  (p.  538). 

Pharmacists'  Assistants  in  Denmark  are  dictating  to  their 
employers  in  a  curious  manner  (p.  570). 

"  Xrayser  "  hits  off  the  appeal-cases  very  pleasantly.  He  ha3 
calculated  that  they  cost  51.  a  minute  (p.  551). 

A  Scheme  of  territorial  representation  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  is  outlined  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  (p.  546). 

Cod-liver  Oil  should  be  closely  examined  just  now.  Mr. 
C.  E.  Sage  gives  useful  hints  about  it  on  p.  571. 

"  Glyn-Jones  h.  Alverstone,  1,"  is  the  subject  of  this  week's 
cartoon.    "  Thereof  "  figures  alongside  it  (p.  550). 

The  "  Passing  of  the  Apprentice"  wa3  the  subject  of  a  dis- 
cussion amongst  Wakefield  chemists  on  Tuesday  (p.  547). 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  has  been  published  by  the  King's  printers, 
and  the  memorandum  prefaced  to  it  is  reprinted  on  p.  541. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  is  doubly  blocked,  and  the  Drug  Com- 
panies Association  (Limited)  has  put  on  its  armour  against  it 
(p.  560). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  did  better  financially  last  year, 
thanks  mainly  to  greater  examination  revenue  and'  less  le°-il 
expense  (p.  554). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council's  Committee  has  not  yet  made 
up  its  mind  about  the  recommended  additions  to  the'  Poisons 
Schedule  (p.  542). 

The  Agents  for  Fels-naphtha  soap  have  failed  to  convince  the 
High  Court  that  they  have  the  exclusive  right  to  the  title 
"  naphtha  soap  "  (p.  558). 

Mr.  Tyrer  has  the  authority  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Depart- 
ment for  saying  that  it  is  practically  illegal  to  make  absolute 
alcohol  in  this  country  (p.  567). 

Messrs.  ICampkin,  Currie,  Paterson,  and  Walshaw  are 
contesting  with  the  seven  retiring  pharmaceutical  councillors  for 
seats  in  the  historic  assembly  (p.  553  and  p.  542). 

Mr.  William  Dickinson,  one  of  the  originators  of  tr.  qu:'n. 
ammon.  and  an  antagonist  of  Mr.  Jacob  Bell,  has  been  interview!  d 
this  week  by  a  representativ  3  of  the  C.  &  I),  (p.  572). 

Business  is  fairly  good  in  drugs  and  chemicals.  Cocaine  is 
higher,  as  expected ;  santonin  has  had  a  sudden  rise,  and  potash 
citrate  is  dearer.  Crude  camphor  is  firmer  ;  citric  acid,  castor  oil, 
and  peach-kernel  oil  are  all  easier.  Opium  and  quinine  are  quiet 
(p.  563). 

B — C 


538 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


April  4,  1903 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  Interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  School  of  Kesearch  in  Tropical  Diseases  at  Netley 
Hospital  has  been  abandoned,  and  Professor  A.  E.  Wright 
has  been  dismissed  because  he  accepted  a  post  in  a  London 
hospital. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  County  Court  on  March  26,  Algernon 
Lawes  (Limited),  Albion-works,  Trinder  Road,  Hornsey  Rise, 
N.,  obtained  judgment  against  a  Malmesbury  man  for  9s.,  the 
value  of  six  bottles  of  horse-drink  supplied. 

Mr.  Samuel  C.  Woodhead,  7  Ebenezer  Street,  Laisterdyke, 
and  116  Curzon  Road,  Bradford,  drysalter  and  wholesale 
druggist,  has  signed  a  deed  of  arrangement,  with  unsecured 
liabilities  of  95?.  2s.  6:1.,  and  estimated  net  assets  191. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Milton,  chemist,  of  High  Street,  Exeter,  was  a 
witness  at  the  local  police  court  on  April  1  in  regard  to  a 
charge  against  three  boys  of  stealing  sixteen  medicine-bottles 
belonging  to  him.    The  boys  were  ordered  to  be  birched. 

The  new  botanical  and|horticultural  laboratory,  established 
by  the  Royal  Botanic  Society  in  connection  with  their  school 
in  Regent's  Park,  was  formally  opened  on  Wednesday, 
April  1,  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Shepheard,  Chairman  of  the  Technical 
Education  Board  of  the  London  County  Council,  which  gives 
a  subsidy  to  the  Society  for  its  educational  work. 

A  respectably  connected  young  man,  named  Jno.  Wilton  (32), 
has  just  committed  suicide  in  Leeds  under  painful  circum- 
stances. Some  years  ago  he  was  engaged  at  a  chemist's 
shop,  and  was  reaching  from  a  ladder  for  some  bottles  from 
a  high  shelf,  when  he  fell,  his  back  striking  the  edge  of  the 
counter  in  his  descent.  His  spine  was  severely  injured,  and, 
the  affection  having  greatly  developed,  he  was  totally 
incapacitated  from  following  his  employment.  He  conse- 
quently became  greatly  depressed  in  mind,  and  last  week 
drowned  himself  in  the  river  Aire. 

Eoyal  Institution. 

The  lecture-arrangements  at  the  Royal  Institution,  after 
Easter,  include  the  following  : — Professor  Allan  Macfayden, 
three  lectures  on  "  The  Blood  and  Some  of  its  Problems  "  ; 
Professor  Dewar,  three  lectures  on  "  Hydrogen  :  Gaseous, 
Liquid,  and  Solid  " ;  Professor  S.  H.  Vines,  two  lectures  on 
"  Proteid-digestion  in  Plants " ;  Professor  J.  A.  Fleming, 
two  lectures  on  "  Electric  Resonance  and  Wireless  Tele- 
graphy " ;  and  Professor  Silvanus  P.  Thompson,  two  lectures 
on  "  The '  De  Magnete '  and  its  Author  :  (1)  The  Book  ;  (2)  The 
Man."  The  Friday  evening  meetings  will  be  resumed  on 
April  24,  when  a  discourse  will  be  given  by  the  Hon.  R.  J. 
Strutt  on  "  Some  Recent  Investigations  on  Electrical  Con- 
duction " ;  succeeding  discourses  will  probably  be  given  by 
Professor  William  J.  Pope,  Mr.  Rider  Haggard,  Dr.  D.  H. 
Scott,  Dr.  J.  A.  H.  Murray,  his  Serene  Highness  Albert  Prince 
of  Monaco,  and  other  gentlemen. 

Spirit  Drawback  in  Jersey. 

To  encourage  the  manufacture  and  exportation  of  eau  de 
Cologne  and  other  perfumery,  the  States  of  Jersey  (Channel 
Islands),  at  their  last  sitting,  decided  to  allow  a  rebate  on  as 
small  a  quantity  as  2  gals.  Hitherto  the  quantity  allowed 
has  been  6  gals.  This  will  give  a  great  impetus  to  trade,  as 
it  will  enable  chemists  in  England  and  the  Colonies,  who  are 
usually  small  buyers,  to  deal  direct  with  the  manufacturers, 
who  include  Messrs.  Luce  (Limited)  and  F.  G.  de  Faye, 
makers  of  eau  de  Cologne. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  trade  in  garden-seeds  (an  old  side-line  of  the  pro- 
vincial chemist  and  druggist)  still  reigns  in  pharmacy,  and 
is  in  full  swing  just  now. 

Mr.  John  Bellamy,  who  formerly  was  part  proprietor  in 
Bellamy  &  Wakefield,  chemists,  Easy  Row,  has  been  ap- 
pointed an  overseer  for  the  parish  of  Harborne. 


The  corner  chemist's  shop,  No.  57  Grange  Road,  Small 
Heath,  and  six  front  dwelling-houses,  having  a  total  rental 
of  123Z.  18s.  (leasehold),  changed  hands  for  1,0252. 

Owing  to  Sir  J.  Sawyer's  advocacy,  bee-keeping  is  as- 
suming large  proportions  in  North  Warwickshire.  A  well- 
known  pharmacist  has  established  a  bee-farm  in  the  fruit- 
district. 

In  a  chatty  interview  Dr.  Hill  has  stated  that  arrowroot 
is  now  rarely  doctored,  although  at  one  time  it  was  freely 
adulterated.  Pepper  is  now  also  very  pure,  and  tea  is  inno- 
cent of  Prussian  blue  and  French  chalk. 

The  Post's  emissary  elicited  from  Sir  Oliver  Lodge  that 
the  statement  that  radium  is  worth  250.000Z.  per  avoirdupois 
pound  means  nothing,  because  if  one  had  any  amount  of 
money  he  could  not  buy  an  ounce  of  radium. 

The  Mail,  under  "  A  Check  on  Secret  Drug-taking,"  has  a 
kind  word  to  say  on  behalf  of  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill  intro- 
duced by  the  Society,  and  contends  that  it  will  be  for  the 
public  good  and  a  safeguard  against  illegal  and  unskilled 
traders. 

A  meeting  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association 
Council  was  held  on  Wednesday,  April  1,  to  arrange  for  the 
annual  meeting  and  dinner,  to  discuss  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  election,  and  to  receive  the  local  Poisons  Com- 
mittee's report. 

Home-made  Medicine. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Bristol  on  March  26,  on  the  body  of 
a  3-months'-old  child,  named  Colberg,  Mr.  E.  L.  Watson, 
who  watched  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Children,  elicited  from  the  Coroner's 
officer  that  a  bottle  of  mixture  which  had  been  given  to  the 
deceased  child  by  the  woman  who  had  charge  of  it  had  been 
handed  to  the  city  analyst.  Then  followed  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  F.  W.  Stoddart,  F.I.C.,  who  deposed  that  the  mixture 
consisted  of  a  syrup  containing  60  per  cent,  of  sugar  0  02  per 
cent,  of  morphia,  and  traces  of  meconic  acid  and  aniseed. 
He  thought  a  teaspoonful  of  the  syrup  administered  to, a 
child  would  be  a  serious  matter.  In  cross-examination  by 
Mr.  Watson,  he  said  half  a  teaspoonful  of  the  syrup  would  be 
equal  to  five  times  the  quantity  in  the  recorded  minimum 
fatal  dose.  He  agreed  that  even  5i0  gr.  of  morphia  would 
be  so  risky  to  give  a  young  child  that  medical  men  agreed 
a  child  should  be  watched  even  after  such  a  dose.  Elizabeth 
Durbin,  wife  of  a  warder  at  Horfield  Prison,  said  she  gave 
Mrs.  Condon  (the  guardian  of  the  child)  some  stuff  she 
called  cough-mixture,  which  she  generally  gave  her  own 
children  when  they  had  a  cold.  The  formula  for  it  she  got 
from  a  friend  of  hers.  She  made  the  concoction  for  another 
friend,  who  gave  it  to  Mrs.  Condon,  telling  her  the  dose  was 
half  a  teaspoonful  for  a  young  child.  Witness  had  never 
known  any  ill  result  from  the  use  of  it.  She  knew  that  ifc 
contained  laudanum.  She  had  supplied  it  to  Mrs.  Condon 
for  over  twelve  months,  but  she  did  not  make  the  syrup  so 
strong  for  Mrs.  Condon  as  for  her  own  use.  Witness  had 
used  the  mixture  for  eight  years,  and  had  great  faith  in  it. 
She  had  given  her  elder  children  as  much  as  a  tablespoonful 
of  the  mixture  at  times.  After  hearing  further  evidence, 
the  Coroner  (Mr.  A.  E.  Barker),  in  the  course  of  his  summing 
up,  said  the  use  of  drugs  amongst  incompetent  people,  who 
knew  nothing  of  medicine,  cught  to  be  severely  checked. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  to  the  effect  that  deceased  died 
from  an  overdose  of  morphia,  contained  in  a  soothing-syrup 
administered  to  it,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  Mrs. 
Durbin  should  be  very  strongly  censured  for  dispensing 
drugs  without  a  knowledge  of  their  danger. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  follow'ng  additional  contracts  have  been  fixed  :— 

Barking  Urban  Hospital.— Messrs.  S.  ttnper  (Limited),  for 
dregs  and  chemists'  goods. 

Barnstaple  Board  of  Guardians.— Mr.  J.  P.  Inch,  chemist 
and  druggist,  for  cod- liver  oil,  at  10s.  per  gal. ;  Mr.  J.  J. 
Tremeer,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  quinine,  at  Is.  8d.  per  oz. 

Burton-on-Trent  Board  of  Guardians.— Liverpool  Lint 
Company  (Limited),  for  surgical  dressings. 
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Cambridge  Workhouse. — Messrs.  Adams  &  Evans,  for 
drugs. 

Chester  Workhouse. — Mr.  J.  W.  Huke,  for  drugs. 

Christchurch  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  Williams,  for 
surgical  dressings. 

Coventry  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  W.  Axfonl,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Smithford  Street,  Coventry,  to  be  chemist  to 
the  workhouse. 

Dorking  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  B.  Wilson,  chemist 
and  druggist,  for  infirmary  requisites. 

Parr han  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  Alfred  Dunston,  chemist 
and  diuggist,  for  drugs. 

Faversham  Town  Council. — Mr.  E.  Withers,  chemist  and 
druggist,  to  be  chemist  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Gloucester  Workhouse. — Emergency  chemists:  Mr.  Hurd 
for  the  workhouse,  and  Mr.  A.  B.  Higgs  for  the  Barton 
district. 

Hartley  Wintney  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  W.  G.  Machin, 
for  chemists'  and  druggists'  goods. 

Hemsworth  Workhouse. — Mr.  J.  Hodgson,  for  drugs. 
Loughborough   Board   of  Guardians. — Messrs.   Jones  & 
Martin,  to  be  chemists  to  the  workhouse. 

Ludlow  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  G.  Woodhouse,  chemist 
and  druggist,  for  cod-liver  oil  and  quinine  ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Brown, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Bull  Ring,  for  crushed  linseed  and 
soft  soap. 

Mailing  Workhouse.— Mr.  H.  O.  H.  Oliver,  chemist  and 
druggist,  for  medicines,  at  211.  19s.  for  the  year. 

Newent  Board  of  Guardians. — Newent  Drug  Company,  for 
cod-liver  oil,  at  11.  per  gal.  and  17s.  6:1.  per  gal.  (second- 
class),  also  for  trusses  and  drugs. 

Newport  (Mon.)  Board  of  Guardians. — Messrs.  J.  Phillips  & 
Son,  92  Commercial  Street,  Newport  (correction). 

St.  Albans  Workhouse. — Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  & 
Co.,  London,  for  drugs  and  medicines. 

Scarborough  Workhouse. — Mr.  W.  B.  Shaw,  St.  Nicholas 
Street,  Scarborough,  for  drugs. 

Stow-on-the-Wold  Workhouse. — Mr.  E.  T.  Norton,  Stow, 
for  disinfectants. 

Wolverhampton  Workhouse. — Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds 
Company,  London,  for  carbolic  soap,  at  16.?.  per  cwt.  ; 
Messrs.  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  for  Izal  soft  soap,  at  lis. 
per  firkin. 

Worcester  Board  of  Guardians. — (St.  John's)  Messrs. 
Anderson  &  Virgo ;  (North  end  of  the  Union)  Mr.  J. 
Hughes ;  and  (South  end)  Mr.  F.  J.  Hall,  Broad  Street. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Barrass,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Chard,  was 
reeeirly  appointed  an  overseer  for  the  parish,  and  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  Monday  the  Clerk 
stated  that,  as  he  had  entered  into  a  contract  for  the  supply 
of  drugs  to  the  workhouse,  he  was  disqualified  from  holding 
the  office. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Downey,  formerly  assistant  dispenser  to  the 
Sheffield  Guardians,  is  now  one  of  the  dispensers  at  West- 
minster Hospital. 

Mr.  Wm.  Ward,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Ecclesall  Bierlow  town- 
ship, has  been  reappointed  to  the  office. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Nether  Hallam  Vestry,  held 
on  March  27,  among  the  names  submitted  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  overseer  was  that  of  Councillor  A.  Russell  Fox, 
F.L.S.,  chemist  and  druggist.  Messrs.  Fox  are  now  getting 
comfortably  settled  in  their  handsome  new  premises  in 
Castle  Street,  where  they  have  removed  their  business,  owing 
to  the  pulling  down  of  the  property  in  Snig  Hill  for  street 
improvements.  The  demolished  property  included  some  of 
the  oldest  shops  in  Sheffield. 

Sheffield  pharmacists,  and  especially  those  in  ernbrvo,  ate 
interested  in  the  very  pretty  squabble  which  has  been'goirg 
on  for  some  little  time  in  educational  circles  here.  Since  the 
dissolution  of  the  Victoria  University  there  has  been  consider- 


;  able  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  the  next 
move.  The  Leeds  College  has  definitely  refused  to  join 
in  the  scheme  favoured  by  the  Sheffield  authorities  for 
a  federal  University  for  Yorkshire,  of  which  both  Sheffield 
and  Leeds  should  form  a  part,  and  the  Council  are  to  apply 
for  a  charter  constituting  the  Sheffield  University  College  a 
self-governing  University,  with  a  clause  enabling  them  to 
federate  other  institutions  in  the  future.  The  College  autho- 
rities are  at  the  present  time  inviting  tenders  for  new 
buildings,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimated  at  90,000/. 

"  Declining  the  Retail  Business  !  "  is  the  picturesque  way 
in  which  Mr.  Alfred  Wood,  chemist  and  druggist,  No.  4  Eccle- 
sall Road,  has  announced  that  he  intends  for  the  future  to 
desert  retail  pharmacy,  and  devote  his  attention  to  the  whole- 
sale business.  This  is  the  third  old-established  retail  phar- 
macy which  has  closed  its  doors  within  a  very  short  time.  The 
business  was  founded  in  1839,  at  the  corner  of  Young  Street 
on  the  Moor,  by  John  Webster,  jun.,  the  son  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Webster  who  established  Mr.  Carr's  shop,  the  closing  of 
which  was  noticed  in  the  last  issue  of  the  G.  D.  It  was 
taken  over  by  Mr.  Edward  Wilson  in  1845,  and  was  removed 
to  new  buildings  at  the  corner  of  Cemetery  Road  and  Lans- 
downe  Road.  Mr.  Wood  took  charge  in  1877,  Mr.  Webster 
being  his  uncle,  and  the  business  was  soon  afterwards  trans- 
ferred to  Ecclesall  Road.  Mr.  Wood  intends  to  devote  his 
energies  to  the  development  of  his  toothache-cure — 
"  Lafatem  " — and  infants'  preservative.  He  qualified  in 
1874,  and  was  for  a  time  with  Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Co.,  of 
Oxford  Street,  London. 

Under  the  Hammer. 

A  sale  was  held  at  Pembroke  on  Monday  of  a  lot  of 
chemists'  sundries,  including  drugs,  chemicals,  and  the 
various  odds-and-ends  that  go  to  make  a  chemist's  shop. 
The  auctioneer  (Mr.  Richard  Ormond,  chemist  and  druggist) 
spoke  well  of  the  virtues  of  the  patent  medicines  he  sold. 
A  grocer,  who  bought  a  nest  of  drawers,  hawked  the  contents 
about,  including  5  oz.  of  Turkey  opium,  which  he  at  last  got 
rid  of  for  8d.  Just  as  our  correspondent  was  leaving,  a 
country  yokel  showed  him  a  handful  of  nux  vomica  beans, 
and  asked  him  if  they  were  bile-beans,  and,  if  so,  the  dose, 
&c.  As  other  poisons  were  equally  freely  sold,  the  sales 
may  again  be  heard  of,  as  some  of  the  shop-rounds  were  not 
labelled  "Poison,"'  although  they  contained  poisons. 

In  Lieu  of  Notice. 

At  the  Cardiff  Police  Court  on  April  1,  a  porter  named 
Clarke  summoned  his  employers,  Messrs.  J.  D.  Treharne  & 
Sons,  chemists,  Cardiff  and  Barry,  for  1?.  7*.  as  wages,  in  lieu 
of  a  week's  notice.  Complainant  was  employed  at  the 
defendants'  shop  at  Barry,  and  on  March  14  was  unable  to  go 
to  his  work  through  illness.  He  sent  a  verbal  intimation  of 
his  illness  through  his  son,  but  the  defendants'  manager 
stated  that  the  message  was  never  delivered  to  him,  and  he 
left  instructions  that  complainant  was  not  to  resume  work 
without  seeing  him,  and  when  he  turned  up  on  the  following 
Monday  he  was  told  that  he  was  not  wanted.  The 
Stipendiary  gave  judgment  for  complainant  for  the  amount 
claimed,  with  costs. 

A  Beecham's-pill  Fraud. 

At  the  Bolton  County  Police  Court  last  week  John  Patrick 
Barrett  got  a  month's  imprisonment  for  obtaining  money  by 
false  pretences.    The  evidence  of  three  grocers  showed  that 
the  prisoner  had  called  on  them  representing  himself  to  be 
the  special  agent  for  Mr.  Thomas  Beechain,  St.  Helens,  and 
that  it  was  his  business  to  force  the  sale  of  the  pills.  He 
induced  each  of  them  to  buy  for  Is.  lOd.  a  box  of  pills  (in  a 
i  Beecham's  box)  to  sell  out  again  in  pennyworths.    One  of 
the  witnesses  sent  some  of  the  pills  to  St.  Helens,  and  they 
were  found  to  be  spurious.    Before  the  case  had  gone  far 
|  prisoner's  solicitor  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  on  his  behalf, 
j  and  the  Magistrates  inflicted  the  sentence  mentioned. 

A  Mansion  Hcuse  Function. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  on  March  26,  gave  a  reception 
and  conversazione  to  the  diploma-holders  of  the  Worshipful 
Company  of  Spectacle  Makers.  Sir  Marcus  Samuel  is  Master 
of  the  Company,  and  with  the  Lady  Mayoress  received  the 
visitors  from  8.  to  9  o'clock.    A  programme  of  music  was 
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performed  by  the  string  band  of  the  Royal  Horse  Guards 
(Blues),  and  vocal  music  was  contributed  by  Miss  Carrie 
Tubb,  Miss  May  Hayden,  and  Messrs.  Henry  Franckiss 
and  H.  J.  Corner.  In  addition,  there  were  demonstrations 
of  wireless  telegraphy,  the  musical  arc,  x  rays,  and  high- 
frequency  experiments  in  the  Long  Parlour ;  whilst  in  the 
Egyptian  Hall  an  exhibition  of  optical  and  scientific  instru- 
ments had  been  arranged  by  Mr.  H.  Kemp.  Among  the 
exhibitors  were:  Mr.  F.  W.  Baker,  214  High  Holborn,  W.C. ; 
Messrs.  R.  &  J.  Beck  (Limited),  68  Cornbil],  E.C.  ;  Messrs. 
Botwright  &  Grey  13  Spencer  Street,  E.C.  ;  H.  W.  Cox 
(Limited),  Cursitor  Street,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. ;  Messrs. 
Culver  (Limited),  99  White  Lion  Street,  Pentonville ;  Messrs. 
F.  Darton  &  Co.,  142  St.  John  Street,  E.C.  ;  Mr.  J.  J.  Hicks, 
8  Hatton  Garden,  E.C. ;  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons, 
7-12  Aklersgate  Street,  E.C. ;  Messrs.  Raphael  Wheway  & 
Redfern  (Limited),  51  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C. ;  Messrs.  Ross 
(Limited),  111  New  Bond  Street,  W. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Four  of  the  ten  deaths  from  poisoning  that  have  occurred 
during  the  week  were  due  to  carbolic  acid.  Oxalic  acid 
and  laudanum  caused  two  each ;  while  a  poisonous  lini- 
ment, and  coal-gas  combined  with  a  narcotic,  killed  the 
others.  Melancholic  women  at  Bournemouth,  Southampton, 
and  Manchester,  and  an  unknown  man  in  London  took 
carbolic  acid ;  laudanum  was  taken  by  John  Stratford,  of 
Birmingham,  and  William  Thompson,  a  booking-clerk  at 
the  Loftus  N.E.R.  station;  the  dead  body  of  a  man, poisoned 
by  oxalic  acid,  was  found  on  Hampstead  Heath ;  and  the 
same  poison  was  taken,  with  fatal  results,  by  a  Nottingham 
shoemaker.  A  worried  Leeds  publican  committed  suicide 
by  drinking  a  quantity  of  liniment  containing  aconite, 
belladonna,  opium,  and  chloroform ;  and  a  young  lady 
journalist  at  Battersea  Park  was  found  dead  in  bed  with  the 
room  full  of  gas.  Dr.  Stanley  Turner,  who  made  a  post-mortem 
examination,  said  death  was  due  in  a  great  measure  to  coal- 
gas  poisoning,  probably  associated  with  the  action  of  a 
narcotic.  The  lady  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  chloro- 
dyne,  and  the  doctor  found  a  trace  of  morphia  in  the 
contents  of  the  stomach.  A  young  woman  was  remanded 
at  Westhoughton  last  week  on  a  charge  of  attempting  to 
murder  her  illegitimate  child  by  administering  to  it  carbolic 
acid ;  and  a  coal-porter  named  Abbott  was  sentenced  to 
death  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  April  1,  having  been 
found  guilty  of  murdering  his  wife  by  giving  her  nitric  acid. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Analyst  Appointment. 

Mr.  Robert  Barklie,  public  analyst,  Belfast,  was  re- 
appointed analyst  to  the  Clogher  Guardians. 

A  New  Newtownards  Business. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Mackey,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  opened 
a  new  pharmacy  in  Conway  Square,  Newtownards.  Mr. 
Mackey  was  formerly  an  assistant  with  JMr.  Jas.  Michie, 
Blackrock.  .  . 

Irish  Manufacturers. 

The  Gaelic  League,  24  Upper  Sackville  Street,  Dublin,  are 
undertaking  the  compilation  of  a  directory  of  Irish  manu- 
factures. Forms  are  now  being  forwarded  to  all  manu- 
facturers, including  wholesale  druggists,  so  as  to  make  the 
directory  as  complete  as  possible. 

The  "Wrong  Label. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Rathkeale  (co.  Limerick) 
Board  of  Guardians,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  -a 
sample  of  linseed  oil  sent  to  the  analyst  was  labelled 
'■  Linimentum  CamphorEe  Ammoniatum,"  which,  the  Local 
Government  Board  remarked,  showed  great  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  the  medical  officer.  The  doctor  explained  that  he 


put  the  labels  on  the  bottles  in  which  the  samples  were  to 
be  sent  to  the  analyst,  but  the  dispensary-porter  filled  them1 
wrongly. 

Local  Government^Board  Vigilant. 

The  Local  Government  Board  is  keeping  a  very  close  eye 
to  the  doings  of  Boaids  of  Guardians  in  reference  to  the 
acceptance  of  tenders  for  medicines  and  medical  supplies. 

The  Birr  Board  of  Guardians,  for  instance,  have  received  a 
letter  from  the  L.G.B.  in  reference  to  their  action  in  pro- 
posing to  accept  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Goldon  &  Co.,  Birr, 
for  the  medicines,  although  it  was  not  the  lowest.  The 
L.G.B.  also  objected  to  the  offer  of  Messrs.  Goldon  to  make 
good  any  rebate  that  the  Board  would  not  recommend  the 
Treasury  to  grant.  The.  Board  considered  that  if  this 
practice  were  to  be  permitted  it  would  pat  an  end  to  all 
legitimate  competition.  The  Guardians  decided  to  ask  the 
Board  to  reconsider  their  decision  on  the  grounds  that  the 
difference  was  trifling  and  that  the  balance  of  convenience 
was  in  favour  of  a  local  contractor. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  also  written  to  the  Newry 
Board  of  Guardians  in  reference  to  the  acceptanpe  of 
the  tender  of  Messrs.  S.  Connor  &  Sons,  Newry,  for  the 
supply  of  medical  and  surgical  requisites  at  an  abatement 
of  30  per  cent,  off  the  list-prices.  The  lowest  tender  was 
that  of  the  Medical  Supply  Company,  of  Sligo,  who  offered 
an  abatement  of  30^-  per  cent.  ;  but  under  the  special  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  in  view  of  the  small  difference 
in  the  discount  allowed,  the  L.G.B.  offered  no  objection  to- 
the  second  lowest  tender  being  accepted. 

Poor-law  Contracts. 

The  following  contracts  have  been  settled  : — 

Abbeyleix. — Medicines:  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.,  of  Dublin, 
at  30  per  cent.  off.  Appliances :  The  Medical  Supply 
Company,  Sligo,  at  22^  per  cent.  off. 

Ballyshannon. — Medicines  :  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.,  Dublin, 
at  25§  per  cent.  off.  Appliances :  The  Medical  Supply 
Company,  Sligo,  at  22f  per  cent.  off. 

Carlow. — Medicines  :  Mr.  D.  J.  McGrath,  Carlow,  at  11  per 
cent.  off.    The  other  tenders  for  medicines  were  :  Mr.  P.  N. 
White,  Sligo,  at  10  per  cent,  off;  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.,  ! 
Dublin,  at  7  per  cent/off ;  and  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.,  Dublin, 
at  8  per  cent.   off.     Appliances :  The  Medical  Supply  >. 
Company,  Sligo,  at  21  per.  cent.  off.  '  The  other  tenders 
were:  Messrs.  Smith  &  Sheppard,  Dublin,  at  8  per  cent,  off; 
Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.,  8  per  cent,  "off ;  and  the  Medical  ' 
Supply  Association,  at  15' per  cent.  off.  - 

Clonakilty. — Medicines :  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug  Com-  " 
pany,  at  21  per  cent.  off.    Surgical  appliances  :  The  Medical 
Supply  Company,  Sligo,  at  23  j  per  cent,  off  price-list. 

Clonmel. — Medicines :  There  were  four  tenders,  Messrs. 
Sumner  &  Co.'s,  Liverpool,  at  20  per  cent,  off,  being  tie 
lowest.  Alderman  Pope  moved  that  the  tender  of  an  Irish 
firm  be  accepted,  in  order  to  encourage  Irish  manufacture. 
The  Chairman  said  the  Local  Government  Board  recouped 
them  for  half  the  cost  of  the  medicines,  and  if  Alderman 
Pope's  motion  was  passed  they  would  lose  8  J/,  or  100Z.  by 
it.  Messrs.  Sumner's  tender  was  accepted.  Surgical  appli- 
ances: The  Cork  Medical  Requisite  Company,  at  22^  per 
cent.  off.  J 

Dundalk. — Medicines:  Messrs.  Hunt  &  Co.,  Dublin, 
17j  per  cent,  abatement.  Medical  and  surgical  requi- 
sites :  Messrs.  Connor  &  Sons,  Newry,  22|  per  cent.  off.  , 

Dunmanway.—  Medicines  :  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug 
Company,  at  21  per  cent.  off.  ■  Surgical  appliances  :  Messrs. 
John  Clarke  &  Co.  (Limited),  Dublin,  at  27£  per  cent.  off.  . 

'  Gorey. — Medicines :  Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoff,  Dublin,  at 
20i  per  cent.   off.    Appliances :   Messrs.   Fannin^  &  Co.,  " 
Dublin,  at  20  per  cent.  off. 

Granard.— Medicines  :  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.,  30  per 
cent.  off.  . 

Kildysart. — Medicines :  Messrs.  Seymour,  Ennis,  25  per 
cent.-  off.  Surgical  instruments :  Mefsrs.  Fannin  &  Co. 
(Limited),  Dublin,  15  per  cent.  off. 

Mountmellick.— Medicines  :  Messrs.    Boileau    &  _  Boyd,  t 
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Dublin,  .at  20  per  cent.  off.  Appliances:  TheSligo  Medical 
Supply  Company,  at  23|  per  cent.  off. 

Strokestown. — Medicines:  Mr.  P.  N.  White,  Sligo,  and 
Messrs.  P.  A.  Leslie  &  Co.,  Dublin,  tendered  at  the  same 
figure— 22 ;  percent,  below  standard  prices.  Messrs.  Leslie, 
in  an  accompanying  letter,  guaranteed  to  supply  medicines 
of  Irish  manufacture.  The  contract  was  given  to  Mr.  Whit3 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  local  man.  Surgical  appliances  : 
The  Medical  Supply  Company,  25  per  cent.  off. 

Thomastown.— Medicines  and -  appliances  :  Messrs.  John 
Clarke  &  Co.,  Dublin,  at  22|  per  cent,  off  for  medicines,  and 
25  per  cent,  off  for  appliances.  ' 

Tuam. — Medicines :  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin,  at 
22J  per  cent,  reduction.  Surgical  appliances:  Messrs. 
Adamson  &  Co.,  Ballina,  co.  Mayo,  at  30  per  cent.  off. 


Scotcb  Wew0. 


Lo;al  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

The  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Aitken,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Edinburgh,  has  been  returned  for  probate  at  2,098/. 

Provost  Robert  Mathieson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Inner- 
leithen, has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  local  School 
Board. 

For  Students  of  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  Philip,  headmaster,  public  schools,  Inverurie,  Aber- 
deen, is  to  form  a  centre  at  Inverurie  for  the  examination  of 
the  College  of  Preceptors.  These  examinations  qualify 
successful  candidates  for  registration  as  apprentices  or 
students  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Candidates  in  the 
district  should  write  to  Mr.  Philip  for  information.  The  next 
examination  will  be  held  at  the  end  of  June  and  beginning 
of  July,  '  : 

.    •  Glasgow  Motes. 

There  are  very  few  entries  so  far  for  the  Kinninmont 
prize. 

There  is  again  a  large  contingent  of  candidates  from 
Glasgow  at  the  Edinburgh.examinations.  - 

Electrical  goods  are  the  latest  new  departure  in  side-lines. 
A  South  Side  chemist  is  responsible  for  the  innovation. 

Alchemist  in  a  working-class  district  has  put  up  a  huge 
poster  outside  his  shop  headed,  "  Great  reductions  in  the 
price  of  patents."    A  list  of  the  reductions  follows. 

An  up-to-date  chemist  in  an  "improved"  slum  district 
evidently  believes  in'  mixed  special  displays.  He  has 
mechanical  figures,  statuettes,  &'c,  advertising  three  different 
well-known  proprietaries  in  one  of  his  windows. 

Alleged  Malpractice. 

In  the  Court  of  Session  on  Wednesday,  April  1,  an  action 
■was  tried,  before  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  and  a  jury,  in  which 
Mrs.  Gillies,  Springwell  Place,  Stewarton,  Ayrshire,  sued 
Dr.  John  Cunningham  for  l,000i.  as  damages  for  the  death 
of  her  husband,  Andrew  Gillies,  joiner,  on  July  13  last,  while 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  The  case  for  the  pursuer 
was  that  last  year  her  husband  injured  his  left  arm,  and 
defendant  said  an  operation  would  have  to  be  performed  to 
remove  a  clot  of  blood.;  The  man  died  while  under  the 
influence  , of  chloroform  given  to.  him  by  defendant,  no  other 
Medical  man  being  present,  although  Dr.  Taylor  was  called 
when  the  patient. became  unconscious.'  Evidence  on  behalf 
of  pursuer  was  given  by  her  soh\  Dr.  John  Taylor,  Dr.  Car- 
stairs  Douglas,  Dr.  Boyd,  and  Dr.  McAllum.  The  defendant 
gave  evidence  on  his  own  behalf,  as  did  Professor  Glaisher,  and 
others,  and  on  Thursday  a  verdict  was  given  for  defender. 

Compliment  to  Mr.  John  Cruickshank. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  March  31,  Mr.  John  Cruickshank,  who 
for  some  years  has  acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Aberdeen 
Pharmaceutical  Association  during  the  past  seven  years,  was 


entertained  to  supper  by  his  fellow-members  at  the  Bon 
Accord  Hot6),  on  the  occasion  of  his  leaving  the  city.  Mr 
Wm.  Giles  presided  over  a  company  of  about  fifty  gentle- 
men, Messrs.  A.  L-  Bric6  and  G.  Ogilvie  acting  as  croupiers. 
The  Chairman,  in  proposing  JfcIx_jQruickshank's  health  and 
presenting  him  with  ,  a.  pu£ge  ,of  SQ,ver§igns,  spoke  of  the 
excellent  services  which  Mr.  Cruickshank  had  rendered  to 
the  Association  as  well  as  to. the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  especially  referred  to  his  competency  as  a  pharma- 
ceutist, wishing  him  God-speed  in  his  new  position.  Mr. 
Cruickshank  made  a  feeling  reply,  and  predicted  for  the 
Association  even  greater  success  than  it  has  had  in  the  past, 
also  referrirtg'to  the  good  work  that  had  been  done  by  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  at  Gordon's  College.  In  the  course  of 
the  evening  songs  were  given  by  some  cf  the  gentlemen 
present.     ^  '  \  .  ^  ..^  V  _  .       _  x 

■  2  .  j.-'f.  — . .  .  ...  . — ,4 '■•""'».  . 

jfrehcb  W(ew. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Pharmacy  Bill. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Industry,  held  last  week  under  the 
chairmanship  of  M.  Astier,  M.  Cruppi  read  his  report  on  the 
cew  draft  Pharmacy  Law.  After  a  long  discussion  (principally 
upon  the  articles  Nos.  9,  12,  13,  and  20,  the  Committee 
approved  the  conclusions  of  the  report  and  deputed  the 
President  (M.  Astier)  and  the  "Rapporteur"  (M.  Cruppi)  to- 
assure  the  discussion  of  the  law  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies 
as  eaily  as  should  be  practicable. 

Oil-seed  Duty  Proposed. — The  proposed  Customs  duty 
on  oleaginous  seeds  has  naturally  "  fluttered  the  dovecots" 
of  the  Marseiires  soap-trade.  On  March  28,  the  Minister  of 
Commerce  was  waited  upon  by  a  deputation  representing  the 
interests  of  the  great  Mediterranean  seaport,  consisting 
of  M.  Le  Mee  de  la  Salle,  President  of  the  Marseilles 
Chamber  of  Commerce  ;  M.  Jeans'oulin,' member  of  the  same 
body;  and  M.  Baron,  soap-manufacturer  and  President  of  the 
Marseilles  Soapmakers' Syndicate,  The  deputation  pointed 
out  to  the  Minister  that  tie  imposition  of  Customs  duties  on 
oleagineous  seeds  would  have  disastrous  consequences  on  the 
soap-trade  of  Marseilles.'  The  Minister  appeared  to  agree 
entirely  with  their  arguments,  and  promised  to  support  their 
case  before  the  Customs  Committee  at  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  ~and  the  Cabinet  Council,  should  the  proposed 
project  come  under  discussioD. 

A  Pharmacists'  Jubilee. — M.  Rabot,  of  Versailles, 
President  of  the  Pharmacist,  Syndicate  of  the  Seine-et-Oise 
Department,  was  recently  feted  in  a  suitable  manner  by  his 
fellow  pharmacists  (of  Versailles  and  Paris),  on  the  completion 
of  the  fiftieth  y£ar  of  his (  professional  career.  He  took  his 
diploma  at  Paris  (in  the  old  school  of  the  ice  de  l'Arbalete) 
in  1853,  and  started  business  at  Versailles,  where  he  has  been 
ever  since.  During  the  war  of  1870,  when  Versailles  became 
the  German  headquarters,  the  deserted  town  became  crowded 
with  Prussian  soldiers  and  French  Wounded.  The  hard  lot 
of  these  latter  aroused  M.  Rabot's  sympathy,  and  he  took  a 
large  part  in1  the  organisation  of  the  ambulances  and  the 
supply  of  pharmaceutical  and  surgical  material,  travelling 
from  town  to  town  in  the  parts  of  France  less  affected  by 
the  invasion,  to  beg  for  money  to  carry  on  his  work  of 
patriotism  and  humanity.  Peace  once  signed,  he  was  again 
to  be  found  behind  his  counter  in  the  rue  de  la  Paroisse, 
and  a  few  years  afterwards  a  modest  red  ribbon  at  his 
buttonhole  alone  reminded  customers  of  his  "  yeoman's 
service  "  during  the  "  Annee  Terrible."  He  was  the  founder, 
as  he  is  still  the  Chairman,  of  the  Seine-et-Oise  Pharmacists' 
Syndicate,  President  of  the  Council  of  Hygiene  of  the 
Department,  Secretary  of  the  Local  Red  Cross  Committee, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  "  Confraternal  Association 
of  French  Pharmacists. 


The  production  of  olive  oil  in  South  Australia  although  small , 
continues  to  make  progress,  as  during  the  year  ending  March ^31, 
1932, 11,322" gals',  were  expressed,  against  6,520  gals,  in  1900-1901. 
The  number  of  trees  returned  for  the  period  under  review  is 
66,852,  against  61,740  in  1900-1901.  The  oil  is  said  to  be  of  the 
|  best  quality,  and  the.industry  c:  highly  remunerative. '  » 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 
npHE  meeting  of  the  Council  on  Wednesday  was  wanting  in 
J-  "  go,"  although  some  of  the  subjects  dealt  with  were  of 
nnusual  interest.  Early  in  the  proceedings  the  report  of  Dr. 
Stevenson  on  the  examinations  of  the  past  year  was  received 
from  the  Privy  Council..  The  remarks  about  the  "  interests 
of  the  public"  are  instructive  in  view  of  the  endorsement  by 
Dr.  Stevenson  of  the  majority  Report  of  the  Poisons  Com- 
mittee. The  sum  of  74/.  was  granted  from  the  Benevolent 
Fund  to  six  applicants.  There  were  sixteen  nominations  for 
the  seven  seats  on  the  Council  which  will  be  vacant  in  May, 
and  eleven  of  the  nominees  have  expressed  their  willingness 
to  stand  if  elected.  The  sub-committee  who  are  considering 
the  additions  to  the  Poisons  Schedule  have  not  yet  finished 
their  labours,  but  hope  to  report  to  the  next  meeting.  Mr. 
CaTteighe  announced  the  completion  of  the  scheme  for 
augmenting  the  Redwood  Scholarship,  and  the  necessary 
resolutions  were  passed.  The  Public  Dispensers'  Association 
suggest  that  the  preamble  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  should  recite 
the  necessity  for  the  employment  of  qualified  chemists  as 
-dispensers  to  hospitals  and  other  institutions. 


.The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  April  1, 
there  being  present  the  President  (Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme), 
"Vice-President  (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen),  Treasurer  (Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins), 
and  Messrs.  M.  Carteighe,  A.  Cooper,  0.  Corder,  W.  G.  Cross, 
R.  L.  Gifford,  J.  Harrison,  Walter  Hills,  R.  A.  Robinson, 
A.  L.  Savory,  C.  Svmes,  A.  C.  Wootton,  and  J.  R.  Young. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  monthly  and  special  council- 
meetiDgs  were  read,  and  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Park  regret- 
ting his  inability  to  be  present  owing  to  an  important  en- 
gagement. 

Elections  and  Restorations. 

Three  persons  were  restored  to  the  register,  and  a  number 
of  members  and  student-associates  were  elected. 

A  letter  was  next  read  from  Mr.  John  Gibson,  Hexham,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  of  eighteen  chemists  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood seventeen  are  members  of  the  Society.  This  is 
.an  outcome,  the  letter  continued,  of  the  meetings  which  are 
being  held  throughout  the  country. 

The  Visitors'  Report. 

The  Secretary  then  announced  that  ithe  Privy  Council 
had  sent  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Dr.  Stevenson,  the  Govern- 
ment visitor,  on  the  examinations  duriDg  the  year  [ending 
March  31.  The  report  states  that  for  the  Minor  1,096  can- 
didates were  examined  against  1,036  of  the  previous  year, 
and  that  the  percentage  of  passes  (313)  was  somewhat 
better.  A  tabular  analysis  of  the  failures  is  next  given, 
which,  the  report  continues, 

show  how  defective  the  rejected  candidates  were  in  the  practical 
branches  of  their  business,  since  no  less  than  463  of  the  1,096  can- 
didates failed  in  practical  examinations.  Yet  this  is  a  decided 
improvement  on  the  results  of  the  preceding  year.  It  appears  to 
be  too  little  understood  or  appreciated  by  candidates  that,  in  order 
to  fit  themselves  for  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist, 
something  more  is  required,  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  than  a 
superficial  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  pharmacy.  The  know- 
ledge necessary  to  test  his  ordinary  wares  for  strength  and  purity, 
and  the  ability  to  dispense  with,  care,  accuracy,  and  neatness,  are 
surely  indispensable  before  starting  his  business  ;  yet  it  is  in  these 
portions  of  the  examination  that  the  greatest  number  of  failures 
occur.  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  lack  of  systematic  training  is  the 
chief  cause  of  these  regrettable  failures. 

The  report  next  considers  the  Major  examination,  for 
which  83  candidates  were  examined,  against  80  of  the  year 
previous.  The  passes  were  494  per  cent.,  and  the '  visitor's 
remark  is : — 

This  is  an  excellent  examination,  and  the  standard  is  well 
saaintair el.    It  is  regrettable  that  so  few, comparatively, chemists 
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and  druggists  presented  themselves  for  this  higher  optional'- 
examination. 

A  copy  of  the  report  is  to  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners  for  England  and  Wales. 

Finance. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  then  considered 
It  showed  the  following  balances  :— 

£    s.  d. 

General  Fund  Account   4,595  3  10 

Benevolent  Fund...  •    ...      483    6  3 

Donation  Account    ...        19  13  6 

Orphan  Fund    ...       68  17  3 

and  submitted  for  payment  1,563/.  14s.  Id. ;  the  last-named 
sum  being  made  up  of  the  following  amounts  : — 

£    s.  d. 

Journal    677    9  5 

Current  Expenses  ...    500    0  0 

Rent   179    7  6 

Salaries    77  18  4 

Sundries   128  18  10 

A  payment  of  21  10s.  was  also  required  from  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund  for  stamps  and  cheque-books. 

The  President  said  the  large  sum  in  hand  was  from 
examination-fees  and  subscriptions.  The  Benevolent  Fund 
had  also  received  a  donation  of  ten  guineas  from  the 
Pharmacy  Club. 

The  annual  accounts,  printed  on  page  544,  were  also  pre- 
sented to  the  Council, 

Mr.  Wootton  remarking  that,  casually  examining  the 
revenue  account  of  the  Benevolent  Fund,  it  would  be  thought 
there  was  a  surplus  of  income  over  expenditure,  when,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  expenditure  exceeded  the  income  by 
about  100/.  He  thought  some  explanation  might  be  given 
that  donations  have  to  be  added  to  the  accumulated  funds. 

Dr.  Symes  and  Mr.  Cooper  also  thought  so,  and 

The  Secretary  explained  that  some  of  the  donation- 
money  had  been  spent,  and  would  have  to  be  repaid. 

Mr.  Robinson  said  that  could  be  easily  shown  in  the 
accounts. 

The  Secretary  :  A  footnote  could  be  added,  although,  as 
a  matter  of  book-keeping,  the  statement  is  quite  correct. 

The  Treasurer  thought  a  footnote  should  be  added.  It 
was  important  that  no  misconception  should  arise,  par- 
ticularly as  an  appeal  for  funds  would  have  to  be  made  this 
year.-,  ['p^m  ■-' 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  passed. 

Benevolence. 

The  report  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  was  next 
considered  in  committee,  after  which 

The  Vice-President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  there  was  a  large  number  of  cases  before  the  committee, 
the  recommendations  being  as  follows  :  one  of  20/.,  three  of 
13/.,  one  of  10/.,  and  one  of  5/. 

The  report  was  adopited. 

Library  Committee. 

The  report  next  taken  was  that  of  the  Library,  Museum, 
School,  and  House  Committee.  Professors  Green  and 
Greenish  attended  before  the  committee,  but  the  report  of 
the  school  staff  respecting  the  Board  of  Pharmacy  at  the 
London  University  was  deferred.  The  school  staff  suggested 
that  the  school  prizes  be  in  future  distributed  towards  the 
end  of  June,  instead  of  at  the  inaugural  sessional  meeting  in 
October.  It  was  also  recommended  that  Mr.  Cart,  on 
certain  conditions,  be  appointed  a  demonstrator  for 
the  remainder  of  the  session,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Fantham.  The  dates  for  closing  the  library,  office, 
and  school  were  fixed.  Messrs.  Parkinson  &  Son  recom- 
mended the  painting  of  the  outside  of  the  premises, 
and  the  committee  approved  of  the  suggestion.  The  sum 
paid  for  maintaining  the  electric  lamps  was  increased  to  15/. 
It  was  recommended  that  Mr.  Carteighe  be  re-appointed 
representative  of  the  Society  on  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Chelsea  Physic  Garden.  Reports  on  the  work 
of  the  Butt  scholars  were,  also  made,  these  being  Arisumi  of 
the  papers  read  at  the  last  evening  meeting. 

The  President  and  Treasurer  endorsed  the  recommen- 
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nation  to  distribute  the  school-prizes  in  June  instead  of  in 
October.  The  inaugural  address,  it  was  pointed  out,  should 
be  the  feature  of  the  October  meeting. 

Dr.  Symes  asked  if  it  is  necessary  to  paint  the  outside  of 
the  premises  every  year.  Once  every  three  years  was  the 
usual  allowance. 

The  President:  We  like  to  keep  a  decent  appearance 
always. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Divisional  Secretaries. 
The  following  divisional  secretaries  were  then  elected  : 

R.  H.  Burton,  Bethnal  Green  (S.W.) 
A.  P.  Barnard,  Bethnal  Green  (N.E.) 

F.  P.  Pembleton,  Derby. 

G.  L.  Westmacott,  Manchester  (N.W.) 

D.  Lewis,  Salford  (W.) 

E.  Bailey,  Ramsgate. 

D.  Jackson,  Wednesbury. 

The  report  of  the  Journal  Committee  was  also  adopted. 


Council  Nominations. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received  sixteen 
nominations  for  the  seven  seats  on  the  Council  which  will 
be  vacated  next  month.  The  following  eleven  have  signified 
their  willingness  to  serve  if  elected  : — 

Campkin,  A.  S.,  Cambridge  Storrar,  D.,  Kirkcaldy 

Cooper,  A.,  S.  Kensington  Symes,  C,  Liverpool 

Cross,  W.  G.,  Shrewsbury  Taylor,  J.,  Bolton 

Currie,  W.  L.,  Glasgow  Walshaw,  R.  C,  Huddersfield 

Hills,  Walter,  London  Wootton,  A.  C,  London 

Paterson,  Jas.,  Aberdeen 

The  following  five  nominees  have  not  signified  their  willing- 
ness to  serve :  J.  L.  Ewing,  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  R.  H.  Jones, 
T.  Maben,  Jas.  Mackenzie.    Three  nominations  were  invalid. 

Dr.  Symes  :  It  ought  to  be  stated  why  the  nominations 
are  invalid. 

The  Secretary:  It  is  due  to  the  subscriptions  of  the 
nominator  or  nominee  not  having  been  paid. 

Nominations  were  also  received  |of  the  five  auditors  who 
fill  that  office  at  present. 

School  Prizes. 

The  report  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  referring  to 
the  recommendations  of  the  Dean  of  the  School  as  to  the 
sessional  prizes  was  next  read  and  adopted. 

The  awards  are  as  follows  : — ■ 

Botany — 

Silver  medal  

Certificate  of  honour 


A.  Trentham  Maw, 
Nora  Renouf. 


Chemistry — 

Silver  medal  

Certificate  of  honour 
»  i 
Practical  Chemistry — ■ 

Silver  medal  ... 

Certificate  of  honour 

Materia  Medica — 

Silver  medal  

Certificate  of  honour 


pnml  f A'  Norman  Hirst, 
equal  j  Bernard  Colletfcj 

...    Bernard  Collett. 
...    J.  Trevor  Cart. 
...    A.  Norman  Hirst. 


Thos.  Llewellyn. 
F.  Howard  Moore, 
Nora  Renouf. 

A.  Norman  Hirst, 
Thos.  Llewellyn. 
S.  E.  Walmsley. 


The  Poison  Schedule. 

A  sub-committee,  consisting  of  the  President,  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  and  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  are  considering 
the  form  of  resolution  for  adding  to'the  schedule  the  poisons 
recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Poisons  Committee.  The 
sub-committee, 

The  President  explained,  are  not  ready  to  report.  When 
the  matter  came  to  be  considered,  many  difficulties  had  to 
be  faced.  It  is  hoped  a  report  will  be  ready  for  presentation 
in  May. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  :  I  hope  the  delay  will  not  do  us  harm ; 
as  the  Pharmacy  Bill  second  reading  is  delayed  to  May  11 
perhaps  it  does  not  matter. 


The  Redwood  Scholarship. 

Mr.  Carteighe,  who  was  entrusted  with  the  work  of  in- 
vestigating the  alterations  required  in  the  trust-deed  of  the 
Redwood  Scholarship,  stated  that  he  had  communicated 
with  the  solicitors,  and,  as  a  consequence,  a  resolution  had 
been  drawn  up  for  the  Council's  acceptance.  The  resolution 
is  intended  to  meet  the  case  of  the  surplus  being  added  to 
the  capital,  as  well  as  the  augmentation  resulting  from  the 
523/.  4s.  which  the  speaker  recently  collected.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  invest  the  money  in  the  same  stock  (Great  Indian 
Peninsular  Railway)  as  the  present  funds.  In  six  months'  time 
the  fund  will  be  1,100/.  instead  of  400/.,  as  at  present.  In 
regard  to  the  Burroughs  Scholarship,  the  trust-deed  is  more 
elastically  worded,  so  that  an  alteration  is  not  required. 

The  President  then  moved  the  long  resolution  drawn  up 
by  the  solicitor,  and  it  was  carried. 

The  thanks  of  the  Council  were  also  given  to  Mr.  Carteighe 
and  the  other  subscribers  of  the  Augmentation  Fund,  and  to 
Mr.  Flux  for  his  help  in  drawing  up  the  resolution. 

The  Treasurer  was  authorised  to  invest  the  balance  of 
the  Redwood  Fund,  and  to  pay  Miss  Hooper,  the  present 
scholar,  20/.  due  to  her. 

It  was  also  resolved  to  advertise  that  a  Burroughs 
scholarship  of  the  value  of  50/.  would  be  vacant  for  1903-4. 

A  Leaving  Certificate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  London  Uni- 
versity in  reference  to  a  school  leaving  certificate  which  the 
University  proposes  to  grant  on  the  model  of  the  Scotch 
Education  Board's  certificate.  The  University  asked  the 
Society  to  adopt  the  certificate  for  the  Preliminary  examina- 
tion. The  College  of  Preceptors  also  wrote  in  respect  to  the 
altered  examination  in  Euclid.  These  communications 
were  referred  to  the  Boards  of  Examiners  for  comment. 

Letters. 

The  Public  Dispensers'  Association  asked  the  Society,  in 
view  of  the  large  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  in 
hospitals  and  such  institutions,  to  insert  in  the  preamble  of 
the  Pharmacy  Bill  that  it  is  expedient  that  dispensers  to 
such  institutions  should  be  duly  registered  chemists. 

The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Law  and  Parliamentary 
Committee. 

The  Western  Chemists'  Association  and  the  Leicester 
Chemists'  Association  sent  resolutions  in  favour  of  the- 
minority  report  of  the  Poisons  Committee. 

Mr.  Birkbeck,  Lincoln,  sent  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  the 
Lincoln  Association  have  sent  to  the  Lincolnshire  members 
of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  Organising  Secretary  of  the  English 
section  of  the  Berlin  Congress  of  Applied  Chemistry,  sent 
invitations  for  the  Congress  for  the  Council's  use. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering  wrote  in  reference  to  his  nomination 
for  the  office  of  councillor.  He  had  made  arrangements  by 
which  he  could  attend  the  Council-meetings  regularly,  and 
had  been  canvassing  for  the  position  since  January. 

The  Secretary,  in  answer  to  a  question,  said  no  nomina- 
tion had  been  received. 

The  London  and  Provincial  Brewers'  Association  wrote  in 
reference  to  a  standard  for  vinegar.  It  was  suggested  that 
a  Court  of  Reference  might  be  established  to  settle  standards 
for  this  and  other  like  articles,  and  the  aid  of  the  Council 
was  asked  in  getting  legislative  sanction  to  the  proposal. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  that  some  four  or  five  years  ago  the 
Council  assented  to  the  principle  of  a  body  of  reference. 
Such  a  body  would,  it  was  thought,  do  much  to  prevent 
the  petty  prosecutions  which  now  go  on.  The  Government 
were  not  in  favour  of  such  a  body  :  they  preferred  to  call  in 
an  expert  who  would  not  disagree  with  them. 

Mr.  Hills  also  spoke  in  favour  of  a  Court  of  Reference, 
and  a  letter  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Association  giving  the  views 
of  the  Council. 

Pharmacy  Bill. 
The  President  said  the  Pharmacy  Bill  is  down  for  second 
reading  on  May  11.  In  the  meantime  the  Special  Committee 
is  working  very  hard  to1  'advance  the  position  of  the  Bill. 
Members  of  Parliament  are  being  interviewed,  and  legislation 
is  being  very  carefully  watched.  When  the  time  comes,  for 
chemists  to  act,  instructions  will.be  sent. 
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Revenus  Account  of  the  Society,  1902. 

Expenditure. 


To  Annuities    .'  ...  •   

Carriage  of  Books  and  Parcels  ...       ...       ...  ... 

Certificates  of  Death   

.  Examinations:  Minor  and  .Major  : — 

Fees  to  Examiners  and  Travelling  Expenses  — 
England  and  Wales     '  ... 
Scotland     ...  '  ' 
Refreshments — England  and  Wales 

Scotland    ...  •'  

Apparatus,  Drugs,   Chemicals,  Printing,  and 

sundry  charges — England  and  Wales  

■    Scqtland    ■  t  ...  —  ...  • 

[Total  £3,062  4s.  4(7.] 
Gas,  Electric  Light,  Water,  Coal,  Cleaning  Materials, 

House  Servants — Wages  

Journal  : — Balance  of  Account  

Law  Costs  

Library: — Librarian's  Salary    ...       ...  .., 

Purchase  and  Binding  of  Books  

Library  Association  Meeting 

[Total  £421  6s.  10(7.] 
Museum : —  ...  . 

Curator's  Salary 

Assistant's  Wages  and  Sundry  Expenses  for 

.  .      Bottles,  &c    

'  [Total  £541  12s.  6(7.]  ' 

North  British  Branch  :—  .    -  -  -  ' 

Assistant  Secretary  and  ClerL— Salaries      .  ... 

Taxes  and  Insurance 

Members  of  Executive — Travelling  Expenses, &c. 
Repairs  to  Building... 

Fuel,  Light,  Water,  Cleaning,  Service,  and  Mis- 
cellaneous Expenses    ...    ~  ... 

[Total  £883  19s.] 

Evening  and  other  Meetings  ... 

Postage: — General    •••  :  

1    .  Journal       ...   "■  ...  I  ...    3  ...    7  ... 

.    [Total  £1,107  15s.  5;?.] 

Register — Balance  of  Accqunt  

Rent,  Taxes,  and  Insurance 
Premium  on  Leasehold  Redemption  Policies 

Repairs  and  Alterations  

Electric  Service  and  Fittings  ... 
Salaries  :— Secretary  and  Registrar,  and  Clerks 
School  of  Pharmacy : — 

Stipends  of  Professors  and  Share  of  Fees 
Lecturer,  Assistant  Lecturer  and  Demonstrators, 

and  Wages  of  Porters  ...   

Apparatus,  Chemicals,  Specimens  for  Lecture 
Classes,  Prize  Medals,  Certificates,  and  print- 
ing and  posting  Prospectuses 

[Total  £2,311 19s.  lit?.] 
Stationery,  Engraving,  Printing  and  Office  Expenses 
Calendar:  Balance  of  Account  .. 

Sundries  

Restoration  of  Pictures  ... 

Cost  of  conducting  Scholarships  Examinations 

Medals — Council  and  Herbarium  Prizes  -   

Subscriptions  of  Delegates  to  Sanitary  Institute  and 

Institute  of  Public  Health  ... 
Travelling-expenses — Council  and  Committees 
Refreshments  for  Council 
Pharmacopoeia  Rjsearch  Committee  ... 
Local  Organisation  Expenses  :  Meetings,  &c. 
Telephone  Service   

Balance  added  to  Accumulated  Funds   

<-     .«-•        ,i,  Total        :        A    -:-  ,  £ 

Income. 

By  Examination  Fees  : — 

•    "  1,588  Minor  _  :.       ...  ... 

98  Major  

116  Registration,  Fees  -as  Apprentice; 
p  Students  ... 

Restoration  Fees     ...  —   

{Total  £9,555  Ps.] 

Interest  on  Investments  : — 
Ground  Rents  ... 

'-     Rent  of  15  BloEHasbury  Square   

'    [Total  £327  14s  8<?-J 


£  s.  (7. 

500  0  0 

10  2  8 

22  5  7 


1,729  14  10 
703   9  6 
'80  18  2 
40   1  6 

391  4  10 
116  15  6 


417  16 
294  18 
1,360  19 
422  2 
285  0 
125  16  10 
10  10  0 
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0 
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20 

15 

0 
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4 

3 
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2 

6 
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4 

1 

115 

4 

7 

1,595 

4 

0 

1,367  10 

0 

552 

14 

10 

391 

15 

1 

312 

15 

6 

.  119 

3 

6 

21 

7 

4 

21 

15 

0 

19 

5 

1 

3 

9 

6 

5 

5 

0 

383 

19 

8 

38 

4 

9 

89 

4 

8 

11 

1 

0 

21 

0 

0 

16,306 

14 

1 

1,104 

8 

7 

17,411 
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~8 

£ 

s. 

<7. 

...  9,036 

14 

0 

...  262 

11 

0 

or 

...  213 

12 

0 

12 

12 

0 

...  145 

14 

6 

..  182 

0 

2 

Library — Legacy  from  the  late  William  Martindale 

for  Purchase  of  Books  

School  Fees   

Subscriptions : — 

5,295  Members       ...  '    ...  -  

619  Student-Associates  ...   

Life  Subscriptions  ...       ...       ...       ...     .  ... 

[Total  £6,336  4s.  6(7.] 


£  s.  d. 


17  19 
1,173  15 

5,559  15 
324  19 
451  10 


£17,411   2  8 


The  Balance-sheet  of  the  Genebal  Fund 

shows  that  the  assets  of  the  Society,  consisting  of  ground-rents, 
freehold  houses  in  Edinburgh,  and  leasehold  premises  in  London, 
amount  to  35,7277.  15s.  8c?. ;  sundry  debtors  of  the  Society 
2,8237.  16s.  10(7. ;  and  cash  in  hand  on  December  31,  1901, 
2,2847.  16s.  11(7.  The  liabilities  are  put  down  at  35,5727.  13s.  3(7. 
The  Society  owed  1,2997.  2s.  7(7.  to  sundry  creditors,  2,1947.  5s.  is 
put  down  as  examination-fees  in  advance,  and  6667.  school-fees  in 
advance.    Total  assets,  40,8367.  9s.  5(7. 

Benevolent  Fond. 

During  the  year  the  receipts  amounted  to  3,3637.  Is.  3(7.,  made 
up  of  subscriptions,  1,5927.  6s.  8(7.;  ground-rents,  1,3407.  2s. ;  divi- 
dends, 1487.  7s.  5(7. ;  donations,  1597.  6s. ;  rent  of  The  Elms, 
Strawberry  Hill,  1227.  19s.  2(7.  The  expenditure  for  the  year 
includes  1,9477.  10s.  for  annuities  ;  grants,  9157.  8s. ;  interest,  3957. ; 
stationery,  &c,  407. 15s.  5(7. ;  and  purchase  of  fencing  at  Shortlands, 
57.  The  donations  and- legacies  (1597. 6s.)  are  required  to  be  added 
to  the  accumulated  funds,  but  as  the  balance  is  only  597.  7s.  10(7. 
it  follows  that  the  expenditure  has  been  about  1007.  in  excess. 
The  assets  of  the  fund  amount  to  44,760?.,  including  debts  payable 
and  annuities  paid  in  advance,  1,1587.  15s.  1(7. ;  cash,  2827.  16s.  2(7. 
The  liabilities  include  10,0007.  borrowed  from  the  Orphan  Fund 
and  Westminster  Bank.  -  - 

The  Scholarships  and  Prize  Funds  Account 
shows  that  the  income  of  the  Bell  Scholarship  was  567.  7s.  4(7.  and 
the  expenditure  607. ;  the  Pereira  and  Hills  Prize  Fund, 
147.  13s.  2(7.,  of  which  147.  0s.  9(7.  -was  spent;  the  Burroughs 
Scholarship  income  was  27?.,  and  nothing  was  spent;  the  Man- 
chester Scholarship  income  was  247.  9s.  6(7.,  of  which  177.  was 
spent ;  the  Redwood  Scholarship  had  an  income  of  177.  7s.  9(7. 
and  spent  207.  ;  the  Hanbury  Memorial,  117.  received  and  nothing 
spent;  whilst  the  E.  N.  Butt  Scholarship  received  1507.  and  spent 
the  whole  of  it. 

The  Orphan  Fund 
had  an  income  of  547. 17s.  and  spent  307.,"ihe  balance— 3437. 12s.  9(7. 
—being  spent,  as  regards  2827.  8s.  6(7.,  in  purchasing  consols, 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  bank  of  617.  4s.  3(7. 

The  Waterall  Legacy  received  277. 0s.  4(7.  dividend,  and  paid  247. 
in  an  annuity. 

The  auditors  append  a  note  to  their  report  that  the  figures 
given  in  the  securities  refer  to  the  stock  held. 


mew  Book0. 


Buckley,  Arabella  B.  Botanical  Tables  for  the  Use  of  Junior 
Students.    In  case.    Is.  6c7.  (Maomillan.) 

Dupre,  A.,  and  Hake,  H.  W.  Short  Manual  of  Inorganic 
Chemistry.    3rd  ed.    7Jx5i    Pp.  408.    6s.  net.  (Griffin.) 

Jones,  H.  C.  Principles  of  Inorganic  Chemistry.  8vo.  17s.net 
(Macmillan.) 

The  Dentists'  Begister :  printed  and  published  under  the 
direction  of  the  General  Council  Of  Medical  Education  and 
Registration  of  the  United  Kingdom.  1903.  9§x6.  Pp.  240. 
3s.  4(7.    (Spottiswoode  &  Co.,  Limited.) 

The  Medical  Begister  :  printed *ad  published  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  General  Council  Of  -Medical  Education  and  Registra- 
tion of  the  United  Kingdom.  1903.  9gx6.  Pp.  16S0.  6s. 
(Spottiswoode  &  Co.,  Limited.) 


An  article  by  Dr.  F.  B.  Power  on  the  recent  Brussels  Conference 
on  potent  remedies,  and  articles  on  Derris  uliginosa,  Benth,  by 
him  and  M.  Ferre"des,  have  been  reprinted  by  the  Wellcome 
Chemical  Research  Laboratories."' 


The  Major  Examination  commenced  this  week.  We  regret 
that  space  does  not' permit  our  printing  the  questions. 
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London  Chemists'  Association. 

North  London  Branch. 

A  meeting  of  this  Branch  was  held  at  the  offices  of  Messrs. 
Idris  &  Co.  (Limited),  in  Pratt  Street,  Camden  Town,  N.W., 
on  March  26,  and  was  briefly  reported  in  last  week's  issue 
(page  512).  The  Chairman  (Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris),  in  his 
paper  on 

THE  POISONS  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT, 

said  the  Committee  was  the  result  of  an  energetic  and 
well-organised  agitation  by  the  proprietors  and  manufac- 
turers of  secret  poisonous  compounds  sold  for  use  in  connec- 
tion with  various  agricultural  and  horticultural  operations, 
organised  before  the  public  by  Mr.  Dobbs,  of  Worcester,  a 
solicitor  acting  in  the  interests  of  these  manufacturers,  and 
promoted  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Cross,  a  maker 
of  these  poisonous  compounds.  The  whole  report  is  based 
on  a  series  of  unsound  assumptions,  none  of  which  were  sup- 
ported by  the  evidence.  No  evidence  was  given  as  to  the 
increase  in  use  of  poisons  for  these  purposes,  and  published 
statements  of  the  sale  of  poisons  in  former  times  appear  to 
suggest  a  totally  opposite  conclusion.  What  does  appear 
clear  from  the  evidence  is  that  the  makers  of  secret  poisonous 
compounds  for  these  purposes  have  found  them  profitable, 
and  that  they  are  anxious  to  push  them  without  having  to 
conform  to  the  legal  regulations  or  to  the  discretion  of 
trained,  qualified,  and  experienced  sellers  in  the  public 
interest.  The  majority  of  the  Committee  reported  on  the 
lines  of  these  preconceived  assumptions  ;  and  the  more  care- 
fully the  report  is  studied,  said  Mr.  Idris,  the  more  clear  it 
appears  that  the  findings  in  the  report  were  based  on 
unproved  assumptions.  After  dismissing  Mr.  Cross's  sup- 
plementary report  as  ridiculous  and  commending  the  un- 
assailable reasoning  of  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  the  Chairman  went 
on  to  say  that  Mr.  Dobbs  no  doubt  captured  the  Highland 
and  Agricultural  Societyip  the  way  he  tried  (but  failed)  to 
capture  the  London  Chamber  of"Commerce: — by-  moving  a 
resolution  based  on  the  usual  false  statements  and  assump- 
tions. The  reckless  methods  and  selfish  ■  objects  of  the 
promoters  of  free  trade  in  secret  poisons  are  well  illustrated 
in  the  action  of  Mr.  Cross  himself,  who  puts  up  about  f  oz. 
of  arsenic  in  a  most  seductive  form,  sweetened  with  coarse 
brown  sugar,  and  sold  for  2s.  6i.,  the  total  value  being  not 
more  than  Z\d.  The  danger  of  accidental  poisoning  with 
such  a  mixture  would,  of  course,  be  considerable ;  but  the 
danger  of  secret  poisoning  by  arsenic  is  not  thoroughly 
appreciated  by  the  public,  although  nearly  all  the  accounts 
of  murders  by  means  of  arsenic  go  to  prove  that  many  lives 
are  usually  sacrificed  by  the  poisoner  before  the  secret 
poisonings  are  suspected,  by  medical  men  or  anyone  else. 
If  it  were  desired  that  poisoners  should  obtain  arsenic 
readily  in  its  most  dangerous  and  seductive  form,  nothing 
could  suit  the  purpose  better  than  Cross's  Ballikinrain  ant- 
destroyer.  Following  the  precedents  in  the  Poisoned  Flesh 
Prohibition  Act  and  the  Poisoned  Grain  Prohibition  Act, 
such  a  dangerous  preparation  should  be  absolutely  pro- 
hibited. No  chemist  would,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion, 
mike  such  a  preparation  or  sell  it  knowingly.  The  absurdity 
of  the  statement  by  one  or  two  witnesses  before  the  Com- 
mission that  chemists  do  nit  know  what  to  recommend  for 
these  purposf  s  is  well  shown  by  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds  in  his 
illustration  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  March  7 
(page  392).  After  citing,  frcm  his  own  experience,  various 
cases  in  which  the  caution  of  the  chemist  had  prevented 
puisoning,  Mr.  Idris  went  on  to  say : — 

If  poisons  arc  really  required  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture,  it 
must  be  evident  that  it  would  be  to  the  agriculturist's  advantage 
to  be  able  to  buy  these  poisons  under  their  real  name,  and  at 
market  prices,  and  that  it  must  be  desirable  in  the  interests  of 
agriculture  and  of  the  public  that  such  dangerous  secret  com- 
pounds as  those  manufactured  by  Mr.  Cross  should  be  absolutely 
prohibited.  If  compound  poisons  are  to  be  made  up  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  at  all,  it  should  be  compulsory  for  the  proportion 
of  poison  in  the  composition  to  be  fully  stated  on  the  label  ;  if  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  desires  to  benefit  agriculture,  it  must 
be  as  necessary  that  the  proportion  of  active  poisonous  substances 
should  be  known  and  certified  in  the  same  manner  that  the  pro- 


portion of  active  poisonous  substances  are  guaranteed  by  the 
Fertilisers  Act.  Or  let  the  Board  of  Agriculture  appoint  un- 
biassed men  to  find  out  how  far  the  use  of  poisons  is  really 
necessary  for  these  purposes,  as  I  believe  there  are  a  large  number 
of  substances  that  can  be  used,  for  these  purposes  practically,  if 
not  quite,  as  effectively  as  poisons,  without  their  dangers;  but  if 
it  is  found  to  be  desirable  that  poisons  should  be  used,  then  let 
them  recommend  mixtures  for  this  purpose,  so  made  as  to  reduce  ' 
the  danger  from  poisoning  to  a  minimum.  1  In  the  first  place, they  t 
should  be  coloured  just  as  artenic  is  required  to  be  by  the  ; 
Arsenic  Act.  Secondly,  they  should  be  made  as  disagreeable  in 
taste  as  possible,  not  to  simulate  honey  like  Cross's  Ballikinrain 
ant-destroyer.  .  Thirdly,  their  smell  should  be  distinctive  and 
objectionable.  Listly",  having"  recommended  the  most  effective 
mixtures  in  the  forms  ieast  dangerous,  to  the  public,  let  them  fix 
the  price  at  which  they  are  to  be  sold.  In  this  way  I  venture  to 
suggest  '  that  there  would  be  real  advantage  in  cost  and 
effectiveness  to  the  user,  a  minimum  amount  of  danger  to  the 
public,  and  reasonable  remuneration  to  the  vendors  and  manu- 
facturers. A  precedent  for  these  suggestions  is  afforded  by  the 
recently  published  circular  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  recom- 
mending caustic  potash  for  preventing  the  growth  of  horns  on 
calves,  and  thus  avoiding  the  painful  expedient  of  dishorning.  In 
this  case  the  Board  of  Agriculture  recommends  that  it  should  bs 
bought  from  the  chemist,  and  gives  full  particulars  for  its  use. 

These  things,  however,  are  all  secondary  to  the  violation 
of  the  principle  embodied  in  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  he  con- 
cluded by  urging  all  chemists  throughout  the  country  to 
forget  the  past  remissness^of  the  Pharmaceut!cil  Council  and 
support  them  in  their  endeavour  to  get  an  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Acts.  '>  - 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  also  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  said  it  was  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  Privy  .Council  had  no  representations  made 
to  them  which  have  not  been  brought  out  in  the  evidence  ;  and 
if  that  is  so,  it  is  to  be  wondered  that  the  Department  could 
have  considered  that-  HTcse  representations  justified  the  ? 
appointment  of  a  Committee.-  He  critically  examined  the  evi- 
dence given  by  the(witnesses,  and  concluded  by  sayicgrthat  T, 
no  action  should  be  taken  at  present  in  legislation  on  the  . 
lines  of  the  majority  report.  The  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  was 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  every  chemist  and 
every  Chemists'  Association  should,  be  ready  to  act  in  the 
direction  of  influencing  Parliament  in  favour  of  this  Bill. 
The  time  was  now  come  for  showing  whit  local  organisa- 
tions are  really  worth.  'The  first  thing  necessary  is  to  create 
a  parliamentary  opinion.  This  will  soon  make  itself  felt 
in  Government  quarters.  He  was  sorry  to  see  a  tendency  to 
take  the  Pharmacy  Bill  line  by  line,  and  sentence  by  sen- 
tence, and  to  subject  it  to  detailed  criticism.  This,  at  that 
juncture,  was  surely  a  mistaken  policy.  The  Bill  was  drafted, 
after  months  of  careful  thought  and  discussion,  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council ;  it  has  been  endorsed  by  the  trade 
generally  ;  and  though  it  is  doubtless  possible  to  pick  holes 
in  it  here  and  there,  the  whole  trade  will  be  more  usefully 
employed  at  this  stage  in  working  might  and  main  to  secure 
for  the  principles  of  that  Bill  the  support  of  the  individual 
M.P.s. 

,    _      DISCUSSION.  . 

Mr.  FoOTE  inquired  who  was  responsible  for  electing  the 
members  of  the  Privy  Council  Committee  and  for  calling 
the  witnesses.  i 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  could  not  enlighten  him  much,  and 
Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton  said  that  no  member  of  the  Committee 
or  witness  had  been  appointed  directly  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council.  The  arrangements  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  Privy  Council,  but  he  believed  the  suggestions  as  to 
names  of  pharmaceutical  witnesses  to  appear  before  the 
Committee  were  readily  accepted  by  the  Privy  Council. 
The  suggestion  for  the  Committee  came,  he  believed,  first  of 
all  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  who  was  influenced  by 
the  Scottish  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  captured  ostensibly  in 
its  turn  by  Mr.  Alexander  Cross.  He  (Mr.  Wootton)  thought, 
however, ;  that  the  report,  although  very  strongly  against 
chemists  on  the  question  of  what  might  be  called  "com- 
mercial "  poisons,  was  entirely  in  their  favour  with  reference 
to  "  medicinal "  poisons,  as  many  others  had  been  added  to 
the  poisons  schedule.  He  thought  thoy  might  judge,  there- 
fore, that  the  Privy  Council  was  not  altogether  inimical  to 
chemists.    The  point  was,  How  would  the  Pharmacy  Bill  4 
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just  introduced  aSect  the  situation  ?  He  thought,  favourably 
for  chemists.  Never  before  had  a  measure  connected  with 
pharmacy  been  so  inffuentially  introduced,  and  although  not 
wildly  enthusiastic  as  to  its  chances  of  passing,  yet  he  con- 
sidered they  were  now  in  a  better  position  to  talk  to  the 
Privy  Council.  Parliament  will  have  to  discuss  both  Bills 
together,  and  the  institution  of  a  "  pharmaceutical  party  " 
in  Parliament  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  He  was 
sure  the  influence  they  already  had  would  assure  a  much 
greater  influence  in  the  future,  and  there  was  a  really  good 
prospect,  in  his  opinion,  of  securing  an  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  which  would  be  greatly  to  the  interest  of 
chemists. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Pentney,  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  accorded  to  Mr. 
Lough,  M.P.,  for  introducing  the  draft  Bill  into  the  House. 
Mr.  Idris  and  Mr.  John  Holding,  of  Barnsbury,  N.,  who  were 
mainly  instrumental  in  securing  Mr.  Lough,  were  also 
thanked  for  their  good  services. 


Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade 
Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Thursday  evening,  March  26,  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass  in  the  chair. 

Keplying  to  Mr.  Macpherson,  in  connection  with  the 
minutes,  the  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  F.  Henry)  stated  that  the 
resolution  as  to  titles  had  been  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  acknowledged.  He  also  stated 
that  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  had  sent  reprints  of  its 
Poisons  Committee's  report  to  each  of  the  members  of  the 
Association. 

Mr.  Henry  then  introduced  a  discussion  on 

Territorial  Representation  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council. 

He  traced  the  history  of  the  subject  from  its  introduction 
by  Mr.  Chas.  Thompson,  of  Birmingham,  in  1892,  giving 
particulars  of  his  scheme  and  criticising  details  of  it,  as  well 
as  bringing  forward  various  points  by  others  who  have  dis- 
cussed the  subject.  Mr.  Henry  considered  territorial 
representation  could  be  made  quite  representative  of  the 
whole  constituency.  He  would  divide  Great  Britain  into 
twenty-one  territories,  not  equal,  but  some  large  and  some 
small,  so  as  to  give  to  each  territory  one  representative. 
Supposing  the  membership  of  the  Society  be  5,734,  that 
would  give  273  members  to  each  representative.  The  country 
would  be  divided  into  territories  each  containing  as  nearly 
as  possible  that  number.  Or  it  might  be  more  conveniently 
arranged  by  giving  the  larger  towns  a  proportionate  number. 
If  London  contained  1,500  members  it  would  return  six 
members  to  the  Council.  The  South  and  East  of  Scotland, 
•including  Edinburgh  and  Dundee,  would  return  one  member, 
and  the  West  and  North,  including  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen, 
-one  member  also.  In  all  the  divisions  proposed  by  English- 
men which  he  had  seen  Scotland  was  generously  apportioned 
-three  members,  but  as  the  membership  of  the  Society  does 
not  exceed  600,  and  as  Scotchmen  are  proverbially  modest — 
as  twice  273  comes  to  546 — Mr.  Henry  considered  two 
councillors  sufficient  in  the  meantime.  The  idea  of  territorial 
representation  is  therefore  feasible.  But  is  it  advisable  to 
adopt  it  1  Mr.  Henry  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
scheme  would  create  greater  local  interest  in  the  Society  and 
its  work  by  bringing  each  member  into  touch  with  his  consti- 
tuents at  least  once  a  year,  and  the  country  would  be  better 
represented  as  a  whole.  At  present  large  tracts  of  country 
are  without  a  direct  representative.  There  is  no  repre- 
sentative, for  instancerof  the  large  district  between  Salisbury 
and  Birmingham,  embracing  such  towns  as  Bristol,  Bath, 
Oxford,  Cheltenham,  and  Hereford.  The  district  on  the  east 
coast  from  York  to  Peterborough,  embracing  many  large 
towns,  has  no  representative,  neither  has  the  whole  of  the 
North-West  of  England,  and  Scotland  has  only  one  repre- 
sentative. The  different  conditions  of  trade  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  make  it  necessary  that  representatives 
should  be  sent  to  the  Council  who  know  the  peculiarities  of 
their  district.  He  pointed  out  the  interest  taken  in  Parlia- 
mentary elections,  and  attributed  that  interest  to  the 


personal  element  that  enters  into  the  contest.  Mr.  Henry 
concluded  by  moving— 

That  this  Association  is  of  opinion  that  a  system  of  territorial 
representation  would  possess  many  advantages  over  the  present 
system  of  election  of  members  for  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

Mr.  Brindle  seconded  the  resolution. 
The  Chairman  said  the  objections  against  the  scheme 
were  trivial,  and  the  advantages  would  be  considerable. 
The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 
The  meeting  then  considered  the 

Report  of  the  Poisons  Committee 

in  private.  At  the  close  of  the  discussion  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chairman, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Richardson  : — 

That  this  Association  disapproves  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Poisons,  and  also  of  the  supplementary  report  by 
Alexander  Cross,  Esq.,  M.P.;  but  approves  of  the  minority  report 
of  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  as  representing  the  principle  embodied  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  believing  that  the  best  protection  of  the 
public  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  dangerous  poisons  is  the  education 
and  training  of  the  vendor,  and  promises  to  support  the  Council 
in  any  effort  they  may  make  to  defeat  the  proposals  of  the  Poisons 
Committee's  rejiort.  Further,  this  Association  would  respectfully 
suggest  to  the  Council  that  they  should  at  once  declare  by  reso- 
lution, as  provided  by  Section  2  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  that 
the  additions  to  Schedule  A  suggested  by  Mr.  Hills  should  be  given 
effect  to. 

Miscellaneous. 

Mr.  George  Somerville,  Hope  Park  Terrace,  Edinburgh,  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Association. 

It  was  remitted  to  the  committee  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  annual  picnic. 


Barnsley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  March  26,  at  the  Royal 
Hotel,  Barnsley,  to  hear 

An  Address  by  Mr.  Walshaw 

on  his  candidature  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  In  the 
course  of  this  Mr.  Walshaw  stated  that  he  was  born  in 
Wakefield,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  year  in  London  as  an 
assistant  he  has  had  the  whole  of  his  pharmaceutical 
experience  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  He  is  an  ordi- 
nary every-day  pharmacist,  and  as  such  claims  the  suffrage 
of  the  voters.  Mr.  Walshaw  proceeded  to  speak  about  the 
Poisons  Committee's  report  and  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  He 
regretted  that  he  could  not  respond  to  "  Xrayser's  "  invita- 
tion to  devise  new  grievances,  for  in  his  opinion  suggestions 
to  relieve  the  old  ones  are  most  wanted,  and  if  "  Xrayser" 
would  go  down  to  the  West  Riding  and  stand  behind  the 
chemist's  counter  there  for  the  miserable  profits  earned,  with 
the  constant  dread  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
inspector  and  the  "  Inland  Revenue  spy,"  he  would  under- 
stand why  there  is  so  much  discontent.  Mr.  Walshaw  then 
said  that  his  policy  is  based  on  the  Society  s  charter,  espe- 
cially that  part  of  it  relating  to  the  protection  of  the  interests 
of  the  chemist  and  druggist,  which  the  conductors  of  the 
Society  have  not  kept  sufficiently  in  view.  In  this  connection 
he  quoted  the  downfall  over  the  companies  case  twenty  years 
ago.  Then  an  amending  Bill  might  have  righted  the  wrong. 
He  considered  that  a  greater  degree  of  protection  should  be 
extended  to  chemists  ;  by  this  he  meant  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  should  look  more  keenly  after  the  rights 
that  chemists  actually  have — eg  ,  under  the  Medicine-stamp 
Acts ;  in  respect  to  coroners'  unjust  remarks  respecting  sales  of 
poisons  ;  and  as  to  the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  with  the  British  Pharmacopreia  as  the 
standard  for  certain  household  remedies  in  use  long  before 
the  B.P.  was  heard  of.  Mr.  Walshaw  also  considered  the 
Society  had  made  a  mistake  in  abandoning  the  actual 
conducting  of  the  Preliminary  examination.  To  this,  he  said, 
the  scarcity  of  apprentices  is  due.  He  referred  to  the 
curriculum  for  the  Minor,  regretting  that  Dr.  Stevenson, 
while  mentioning  that  in  his  report  said  nothing  about 
dividing  the  examination,  a  much  more  urgent  matter.  Mr. 
Walshaw  also  thought  mbte  strict  inquiry  should  be  made 
in  regard  to  the  three  years'  dispensing  experience  required 
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for  the  qualifying  examination.  He  then  proceeded  to 
condemn  the  poisons  report,  and. to  commend  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  especially  supporting  the  company  clause.  Should  the 
Privy  Council  introduce  a  Poisons  Bill,  that  would  be  the 
best  thing  that  could  happen  to  chemists,  as  then  both  Bills 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  Mr.  Walshaw 
also  declared  hhnself  in  favour  of  greater  publicity  being- 
given  to  the  deliberations  of  the  Council,  of  territorial 
representation,  of  the  P.A.T.A.  and  its  work,  and  he  could 
not  understand  members  of  the  Council  who  own  proprietaries 
not  putting  them  on  the  list. 

The  Heckling. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Norwood  asked  iE  Mr.  Walshaw  was  elected 
would  he  be  willing  to  take  action  against  grocers  selling 
paregoric  substitute  when  paregoric  is  asked  for.  Mr. 
Walshaw  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Other  questions  were  asked  and  suitably  replied  to,  after 
which  Mr.  H.  B.  Billington  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Walshaw  for  his  address.  He-,  ■considered  Mr.  Walshaw 
an  eminently  suitable  candidate,  knowing  as  he  did  the 
requirements  of  the  provincial  chemist.  Mr.  J.  P.  Norwood 
seconded,  and  claimed  support  for  Mr.  Walshaw,  as  the  time 
has  arrived  for  putting  on  the  Council  men  who  are 
conversant  with  the  difficulties  that  chemists  are  at  present 
labouring  under.  Messrs.  Ellisson,  Tomlin,  Nash,  and 
Rigby  also  supported.  The  resolution  was  carried,  and  Mr. 
Walshaav  replied. 


Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

A  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  the  Park  Hotel, 
Cardiff,  on  March  25,  Mr.  Jabez  A.  Jones  (President)  in  the 
chair. 

P.A.T.A.  Prices. 

It  was  announced  that  all  the  chemists  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  had  signed  the  petition  for  presentation  to 
manufacturers  of  non-protected  .  articles,  asking  them  to 
place  their  goods  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list.  It  was  resolved  to 
print  100  copies  of  the  petition.  ,  Mr.  E.  Drane  said  he  had 
signed  the  petition  with  very  great  reluctance  as  it  really 
violated  a  very  fixed  principle  he  held  with  regard  to  pro- 
prietary articles,  but  he  did  it  for  the  sake  of  unity.  They  were 
doing  their  best  to  make  it  worth  the  while  of  grocers  to 
enter  into  competition  with  them,  and  he  could  not  help  but 
regard  such  action  as  fatal  to  them.  Mr.  Mumford  ques- 
tioned whether  grocers  were  likely  to  be  such  keen  com- 
petitors when  they  found  themselves  obliged  to  sell  proprie- 
tary articles  at  the  same  price  as  chemists.  Mr.  Drane 
regretted  he  could  not  see  it  in  that  light :  patent  medicines 
would  sell  as  long  as  they  were  advertised,  and  when  manu- 
facturers ceased  to  advertise  them,  people  would  no  longer 
buy  them.  The  President  said  his  own  experience  was 
that  where  a  grocer  had  to  compete  on  equal  terms  with  the 
chemist  in  the  sale  of  anything  in  the  shape  of  proprietary 
medicines,  he  was  hopelessly  left  out  of  the  race. 

Earlier  Hours  and  Botanical  Excursions. 

Mr.  Reynolds  (Barry)  complained  of  the  lateness  of  the 
hour  at  which  the  present  meeting  had  been  called,  and 
moved  that  in  future  the  meetings  of  the  Society  take  place 
at  8  o'clock  on  a  Wednesday  evening.  This  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  A.  Hagon,  and  carried. 

Mr.  A.  Coleman  suggested  that  they  should  have  a  couple 
of  botanical  walks  during  the  season  under  the  guidance  of 
their  Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr.  Drane).    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  suggestion  met  with  very  cordial  approval  and 
eventually  it  was  decided,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Hagon, 
seconded  by  Mr.  L.  Jones,  that  the  last  Wednesday  in  the 
months  of  May,  June,  July,  August,  and  September  be 
devoted  to  outdoor  excursions  ;  the  President,  Mr.  R.  Drane 
(Cardiff),  Mr.  Gerhold  (Penarth),  and  Mr.  Dicks  (Barry), 
being  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  arrange  the  necessary 
details. 


Wakefield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  March  31,  at  the 
Victoria  Temperance  Hotel,  Wakefield,  the  President  (Mr.  W. 
Pollard)  being  in  the  chair. 
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Some  details  of  business  having  been  transacted,  a  paper 
was  read  by  Mr.  J.  II.  Chaplin  on 

The  Passing  of  the  Apprentice. 

Mr.  Chaplin,  declaring  that  the  failure  in  the  supply  of 
apprentices  was  becoming  more  marked,  said  that  was  all 
the  more  surprising  because  it  was  found  that  the  class 
of  youths  from  whom  chemists' apprentices  used  to  be  drawn 
were  going  into  occupations  in  which  there  was  very  much 
less  likelihood  of  the  apprentice  becoming  a  master.  This 
possibility,  and  the  professional  character  of  the  chemists' 
calling,  did  not  appear  to  have  much  attractive  force  to-day, 
and  the  supreme  matter  appeared  to  be  to  put  boys  in  such 
a  position  that  they  began  to  earn  wages  as  soon  as  they  had 
left  school.  This  increasing  mercenary  spirit  was  the  first 
reason  that  he  would  assign  for  the  failure  in  the  supply  of 
apprentices.  The  second  was  that  the  calling  of  pharmacy 
was  not  socially  commensurate  with  the  educational  qualifi- 
cations required  ;  and  the  third  reason  was  the  inordinate 
desire  for  playtime.  He  had  found  that  the  scarcity  of 
apprentices  was  not  local,  but  general.  The  youths  available 
were  few  everywhere,  and  usually  not  of  the  quality  that 
was  needed.  Even  Board-school  boys  did  not  feel  disposed 
to  go  in  for  the  Minor  examination.  The  only  hope  of 
improvement  which  he  could  entertain  lay  in  the  possibility 
of  the  next  Pharmacy  Bill  doing  something  substantial  in 
the  way  of  enhancing  the  professional  character  of  the 
chemist,  and  so  enabling  them  to  secure  the  better-class 
youths  again. 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  Whaley 
suggested  that  it  was  wrong,  as  he  knew  some  people  were 
doing,  to  use  errand-boys  as  assistants  without  requiring 
them  to  pass  the  Minor  examination.  If  the  youth  dealt 
with  in  this  way  came  to  leave  that  particular  master  after 
a  few  years,  he  might  find  the  want  of  the  Minor  qualifica- 
tion a  complete  barrier  to  him  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Hodgson  said  such  youths  drifted  to  the  stores,  or 
opened  unqualified  shops. 

Mr.  Whaley  said  that  being  so,  chemists  who  sought  that 
way  out  of  the  apprentice-difficulty  were  simply  preparing  a 
rod  for  their  own  backs. 

Mr.  Judge  said  he  knew  cases  in  which  managers  of 
stores  had  been  prepared  in  this  way,  and  were  now  acting 
in  that  responsible  capacity  with  a  qualified  man  in  the  shop 
simply  to  cover  them. 

Mr.  Dutton  said  that  he  had  given  up  the  attempt  to 
obtain  an  apprentice.  He  felt  that  if  a  parent  asked  his 
opinion  he  could  not  conscientiously  recommend  him  to  put 
his  boy  to  Pharmacy.  .  In  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
business  it  could  hardly  be  said  that  the  training  for  the 
examination  was  afterwards  applied  in  practice  at  all. 

The  Chairman  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  rage 
for  athletics  was  the  most  important  ,  factor  in  the  matter, 
and  Mr.  Judge  having  made  some  remarks  to  the  same 
effect,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Chaplin 
for  his  paper,  and  the  proceedings  terminated. 


Exeter  Chemists'  Association. 

Mr.  E.  Lemmon  presided  over  a  special  meeting  of  this 
Association,  held  on  March  31  to  consider  what  further 
steps  should  be  taken  to  promote 

The  Pharmacy  Bill 

now  before  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd 
(Hon.  Secretary)  explained  that  since  the  last  meeting  a 
letter  on  the  Poisons  Committee  Report,  drafted  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  C.  R.  M.  Clapp  (the  Hon.  Solicitor  of  the 
Association),  and  signed  by  Mr.  D.  Held  as  Local  Secretary 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  himself  as  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Association,  had  been  sent  to  Sir  Edgar  Vincent,  M.P. 
for  the  city.  He  (Mr.  Gadd)  subsequently  had  an  interview 
with  Sir  Edgar  in  the  Lobby.  Sir  Edgar's  view  at  the  outset 
was  that,  the  Poisons  Committee  having  been  appointed,  the 
House  of  Commons  would  accept  its  conclusions.  Only  one 
member  of  the  Committee  had  reported  favourably  to 
chemists,  and  naturally  the  House  .of  Commons  will  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  majority  report  is  the  correct  one. 
After  some  conversation,  however,  SirEdgar  Vincent  acknow- 
ledged the  unfairness  of  limited  companies  being  allowed  to 
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trade  as  chemists,  and  promised  to  keep  an  open  mind  on 
the  "subject.  On  the  introduction  of  tbe. Pharmacy  Bill  into 
the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Lemmon,  and  himself 
on  Friday  drafted  a  lettef,  which  was  serit  to  Sir  Edgar 
Vincent,  the  receipt  of  which  had  not  yet  been  acknowledged. 
The  letter  drew  the  member's  attention  to  the  introduction 
of  the  Bill,  and  explained  its  objects  concisely,  a  copy  of 
the  Bill  as  drafted  in  1901  being  likewise  enclosed.  The 
writers  promised  to  supply  any  further  information  required, 
and  hoped  Sir  Edgar  Vincent  would  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lake  moved  that  similar  letters  be  sent  to  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  Parliament  in  the  county,  and  that 
ttheir  attention  be  also  called  to  the  clanger  and  the  injustice 
of  the  proposals  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Poisons  Com- 
mittee. ,  ■ 

Mr.  D.  Reid  seconded,  and  suggested  that  samples  of 
highly-poisonous  preparations  which  are  being  offered  in 
ordinary  bottles  by  unqualified  vendors  should  be  obtainel 
and  shown  to  members  of  Parliament  to  emphasise  the 
danger  of  their  being  sold  by  unqualified  persons. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  and  Mr.  Reid's 
-suggestion  is  to  be  carried  out.  It  was  further  resolved  to  ask 
the  Plymouth  district  and  the  Torquay  Association  to  sup- 
port the  action  of  this  Association  by  sending  similar  letters 
to  the  Parliamentary  representatives.  Mr.  D.  Reid  and 
Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd  were  instructed  to  carry  the  resolutions 
into  effect. 

It  was  mentioned  that  a  joint  meeting  of  this  Association 
and  the  Grocers'  Association  would  be  held  in  the  Exeter 
Guildhall  on  April  7,  to  consider  the  question  of  the  P.A.T.A. 

list.       ,_   ,  .  jj     ,,.  _  ,;  ,    j  .  .  ■ : 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reid  were  cordially  thanked  for  their  kind- 
ness in  allowing  the  meeting  to  be  held  in  their  house. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  A.ssr  c'ation  was  held  at  73  Newman 
Street  on  March  16  Mr.  A.  L;  t  eille  (the  President)  in  the 

■chair.  --"im  i    *   *'«  "  '.'  ' 

This  was  the  sa  ne  n'glit  on  wh'ch 

The  Phaemacy  Bill 

"was  introduced  int)  the  Hjuseof  Commons,  and  the  Associa- 
tion were  up  to  date  in  having  a  timely  exposition  of  it  by 
Mr.  Herbert  Ffoulkes,  who  read  an  explicit  paper  upon 
it.  After  some  reference  to  previous  attempts  by  the  Society 
to  amend  the  Acts  so  as  to  include  companies  with'n  their 
purview,  Mr.  Ffoulkes,  instead  of  taking  the  Bill  clause  by 
clause,  considered  it  rather  by  subjects,  giving  a  very  clear 
and  well-informed  account  of  the  contents  of  the  measure, 
and  showing  how  it  would  remedy  existing  evils,  and  pro- 
bably, also,  create  difficulties  that  theframersof  the  measure 
have  not  foreseen  or  intended.   ]  . 

The  President  thought  that  the  paper  hal  put  the  pro- 
visions of  the  new  Bill  before  them  in  a  way  which  was  very 
"  understandable."  The  Pharmaceutical  Council-deserved,  he 
said,  the  strongest  gratiUicks-ieom  the  trade  for  the  attempt 
which  they  are  making  to.  improve  the  status  of  pharmacists. 
It  is  essentially  necessary  that  every  place  where  a  sale  of 
poison  takes  place  should  be  bund  fide  conducted  by  a 
registered  person.  He  recognised  the  difficulties  of  always 
having  such  person  present,  and  wondered  how  this  would 
apply  in  the  case  of  a  shop  whereon  the  proprietor  does  not 
reside,  and  perhaps  leaves  the  business  early  in  the  evening. 
The  decision  of  the  Council  to  introduce  the  Bill  into  Parlia- 
ment themselves  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Mr.  Pickering  admired  the  lucid  way  in  which  Mr. 
Ffoulkes  explained  the  clauses  of  the  Bill.  He  thought  the 
companies  clause  was  entirely  in  the  interests  of  registered 
chemists,  and  related  some  recent  experiences  in  answering 
an  advertisement  for  the  post  of  manager  to  a  company  with 
several  branches.  Clause  6  he  considered  very  necessary,  as 
it  would  put  down  the  practice  of  some  registered  persons 
of  running  branch-shops  entirely  under  the  control  of  un- 
registered assistants.  Under  this  clause  he  thought  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  aMeast  two  .registered  perrons  to 
run  a  shop, and  this  would  enhance  the  value  of  thequalified 
assistant.  He  objected  to  clause  11,  which  seemed,  specially 
introduced  to  protect  vested  interests.  He  thought  that  it 
.  was  making  the  positio  l  worse  to  give  joint-stock  companies 


a  locus  standi  while  their  businesses  are  now  run  on  sufferance. 
He  thought  if  clause  11,  add  also  clause  7,  were  considerably 
modified  it  would  make  the  Bill  less  objectionable. 

Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  Goodall,  and  Mr.  Beitton  also  spoke, 
and  Mr.  Ffoulkes  briefly  replied. 


Thames  Valley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  chemists  in  Richmond,  Twickenham, 
Kingston,  Brentford,  and  neighbouring  places  was  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association  at  the 
Greyhound  Hotel,  Twickenham,  on  Wednesday  afternoor, 
April  1.  Between  twenty  and  thirty  were  present.  Mr. 
Alfred  Higgs  (Kingston)  was  elected  Chairman.  Mr.  R.  H. 
Jones  intimated  that  he  had  sent  out  160  notices  and 
received  several  replies.  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  spoke  at  some 
length  on  the  advisability  of  forming  a  local  association. 
The  Chairman  was  strongly  in  favour  of  forming  an  associa- 
tion, and  gave  his  views  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  He  was  sorry 
somewhat  that  members  of  Parliament  did  not  go  to  the 
House  of  Commons  with  a  free  hand.  Mr.  Albert  Cooper 
said  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  if  it  ever  got  through  the  House, 
would  not  be  what  chemists  expected.  It  would  be  some- 
thing very  different  to  what  it  is  now.  Members  of  Par- 
liament, in  his  opinion,  knew  little  and  cared  less  about 
pharmacy,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  chemists  to  make  them 
care  a  good  deal  more.  They  would  be  glad  the  President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  asked  him  to  express  his 
sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  meeting.  Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen 
(President  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Association)  said  the 
Bill  appeared  to  him  a  very  reasonable  measure.  The  quali- 
fication of  one  director  in  a  company  appeared  a  small 
thing  to  ask,  but  he  thought  it  was  not  possible  to  expect 
more.  He  thought  they  shculd-all  be  qualified.  He 
approved  of  the  registration  of  shops.  Mr.  J.  Parrott 
(Richmond)  favoured  the  formation  of  an  Association,  and 
thought  the  Pharmacy  Bill  would  have  been  of  greater 
benefit  if  introduced  ten  or  twenty  years  ago.  Mr._C.  J. 
Palmee  (Twickenham)  spoke  in  favour  of  the  local 'associa- 
tion idea,  and  moved —  , 

That  this  meeting  of  representative  chemists  pledges  itself  to 
support  the  Pharmacy  Bill  now  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Peake  (Twickenham)  seconded,  and  the  motion 
was  unanimously  carried.  Mr.  H.  E.  Clement  (Hampton 
Hill)  hoped  every  chemist  would  forward  the  Bill  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  Mr.  A.  Hawthorne  (Brentford)  said  he 
had  been  in  correspondence  with  Mr.  Bigwood,  M. P., "about 
it,  and  thought  him  favourably  inclined  to  chemists.  Mr.  F. 
Haevey  (Surbiton)  was  entirely  in  favour  of  the  measure, 
but  hoped  it  would  not  circumscribe  the  work  of  chemists  as 
compared  with  the  stores.  Mr.  Willson  thought  it  was  too 
late  to  discuss  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  now.  His  local 
M.P.  was  credited  with  trying  to  block  the  Bill,  and  he 
would  now  do  his  best  to  turn  him  out  of  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  constituency.  Mr.  R.  B.  Betty 
having  spoken,  the  Chaieman  questioned  whether 
the  "  director  clause "  in  the  Bill  did  not  mean  that 
one  qualified  director  only  was  necessary  in  a  company.  Mr. 
Glyn- Jones  stated  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  read  it 
and  meant  that  all  the  directors  of  a  company  (where  there 
was  more  than  one  director)  must  be  qualified.  He  thought 
it  not  too  late,  but  too  early,  to  discuss  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  as  there  was  little  hope  of  it  being  taken  up  by  Parlia- 
ment for  some  time  to  come.  The  Chairman  disagreed  with 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  He  read  the  clause  to  infer  that  only  one 
qualified  director  was  necessary.  The  meeting  then  went  on 
to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Poisons  Committee, 
all  being  unanimous  in  condemning  the  majority  report  and 
in  applauding  the  report  of  Mr.  Walter  Hills.  Ultimately  it 
was  agreed  that  a  local  Chemists'  Association  be  formed 
under  the  title  of  the  Thames  Valley. Chemists'  Association, 
and  the  names  of  twenty-two  members  were  given  in.  A 
provisional  committee  coosisting  of  Messrs.  Palmer,  Bunker, 
Higgs,  Parrott,  Clement,  Harvey,  and  Hawthorne  was 
appointed  to  carry  out  the  details.  -  After  the  meeting  an 
excellent  dinner  was  served,  at  which  Mr.  Higgs  presided, 
and  Messrs.  Cooper,  Bowen,  and  Glyn-Joncs  kept  things 
lively  with  quaint  anecdotage.  <,  / 
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mew  Companies  &  Company  Wem. 


London  General  Disinfectants  Company  (Limited).— Capital 
:500?.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  manufacture,  purchase,  sell,  and 
supply  all  kinds  of  disinfectants  (particularly  formaline,  or  formic 
■aldehyde),  and  apparatus  for  applying  the  same,  and  all  kinds  of 
articles  and  appliances  used  in  hospitals  and  similar  institutions. 
Directors:  J.  Dyer.  C.  H.  Mason,  and  R.  Morris.  Registered 
office,  153  Strand,  W.C. 

Lemona  (Limited).— Capital,  2,000?.  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To 
acquire  any  patents  and  inventions  relating  to  the  manufacture 
and  use  of  toilet-lotions  or  otherwise,  and  in  particular  to  acquire 
'the  benefit  of  certain  invent'ons  from  W.  A.  Esden,  to  manufac- 
ture and  deal  in  lotions  for  toilet  use,  and  to  carry  on  any  kindred 
business.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  W.  A. 
Esden,  T.  R.  Fraser,  and  E.  Raper.  Remuneration,  5/.  per  annum, 
divisible. 

Tyler's  Drug-stores  (Limited).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  9  High  Street, 
Marylebone,  as  "  Tyler  &  Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
wholesale  and  retail  chemists,  druggists,  patent-medicine  manu- 
facturers and  vendors,  herbalists,  tobacconists,  grocers,  drysalters, 
•commission  agents,  druggists'  sundriesmen,  &c.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are  :  G.  E.  Phillips,  9  High  Street,  Marylebone,  chemist's 
assistant ;  Miss  M.  G.  Naughten,  104  Gloucester  Place,  W.  ;  E.  G 
Lloyd,  2  Duke  Street,  Charing  Cross,  W.C,  Colonel;  G.  Salt, 

,  8  Welbeck  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.,  gent.;  J.  Williams' 
43  Norland  Road,  Notting  Hill,  W.,  chemist;  J.  Hay,  Cromer 

,  Dene,  12  Stradella  Road,  Heme  Hill,  chemist;  and  A.  Hart, 
7  Finchley  Road,  N.W.,  dental  surgeon.  No  initial  public  issue! 
Col.  E.  G.  Lloyd  is  the  first  director  ;  qualification  50?.  ;  remunera- 
■  tion  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  9  High  Street 
Marylebone,  W. 

H.  W.  Grf.atbatch  (Limited).— Capital  100?.,  in  1?.  shares 
(twenty  founders').  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manu- 
facturers of  and  dealers  in  artificial  teeth,  dental  apparatus, 
surgical  instruments  and  appliances,  tooth-powder,  dentifrice,  and 
druggists'  sundries,  to  extraci  and  operate  on  teeth,  and  to  employ 
■qualified  persons  to  act  on  the  company's  behalf  as  dentists, 
-opticians,  pharmaceutical  and  analytical  chemists,  &c.  The  first 
subscribers  are:  H.  W.  Greatbateh,  dental  assistant,  and  Mrs 
H.  A.  Greatbateh,  of  153  Burton  Road,  W.  Didsbury  ;  J.  Kent, 

'  ^Cemetery  Road,  Hanley,  superintendent ;  Mrs.  H.  Kent,  Cemetery 
Road,  Hanley;  R.  Wood,  dental  assistant,  and  Mrs.  A.  Ward,  of 
341  Bolton  Road,  Pendlebury  ;  and  J.  B.  Kent,  Oxford  Street, 

.  Ripley,  ironmonger.    No  initial  public  issue.    The  number  of 

i  •directors  i3  not  to  be  less  than  two,  nor  mire  than  five  ;  the  first 
are  H.  W.  Greatbateh  (permment  governing  director,  special 
qualification  half  the  ordinary  shares)  and  Mrs.  H.  A.  Greatbateh. 

•  Registered  office,  153  Burton  Road,  W.  Didsbury. 


Meggeson  &  Co.  (Limited)  inform  us  that  they  have 
posted  warrants  for  half-yearly  interest  on  debentures  and 
preference  shares, and  interim  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited).— Dividend 
-warrants  for  the  preference  shares  in  this  company  for  the 

j  "term  ending  March  31,  1903,  were  posted  on  Tuesday  last. 
Maypole  Company  (1889),  Limited. —  At  the  third 
annual  meeting  of  this   company,  held   in   the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  March  27,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Walter  Black), 

t  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  balance-sheet! 
stated  that  the  net  profit  for  the  year  1902  was  2,474?.  12s.  Id.', 
an  increase  of  77?.  17.f.  Id.  on  the  previous  year.    The  com- 

'  pany,  he  said,  is  in  a  healthy  financial  condition,  with 

;  prospects  of  increased  prosperity.    The  report  and  accounts 

•  -were  unanimously  adopted. 

Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Company.  —  The  net 
profits  of  this  company  for  1902,  including  the  amount 
•received  from  the  sale  of  the  company's  American  business, 
are  stated  by  the  Frankfurter  Zaitung  to  be  5,133,226? ,  as 
compared  with  2,696  243r.  in  the  previous  year.  Alter  pro- 
viding for  depreciation  and  reserve  the  directors  propose  a 
dividend  at  the  rate  of  60c.  per  share,  or  12  per  cent.,  as  in 

.  1901.  The  share  capital  is  to  be  reduced  from  21  000  OOOf 
to  19,200,000f.  by  the  return  of  lOOf.  per  share  to  the  share- 
holders out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  realisation  of  the  American 

j  branch.' 

F.  Green  &  Co.  (Limited).— Tt  is  proposed  to  amalga- 
mate   with    this    company  the  business  of  Freeman's, 
■  -veterinary  chemists,    Birmingham.     Capital   15  000?.,  in 
11.  shares.    The  present  issue  is  5,000  6-per-cenfc  camula- 


tive  preference  shares  of  11.  each.  The  directors  are: 
W.  M.' Freeman,  City  Road,  Birmingham,  analytical  and 
veterinary  chemist  ;  Frank  H.  Prosser,  Phoenix  Mills, 
Birmingham,  pharmaceutical  chemist ;  T.  S.  Prosser,  Spring- 
fields,  Coleshill ;  and  John  Freeman,  108  Icknield  Street, 
Birmingham,  chemist  and  druggist.  The  managing  director 
is  Mi  .  F.  H.  Prosser,  ;  nl  Messrs.  W.  M.  and  J.  Freeman  will 
join  the  Boar!  after  allotment,  Mr.  W.  M.  Freeman  as 
c'lairman.  The  prospectus  states  that  the  business  of 
F.  Green  &  Co.  was  established  in  1850,  being  turned  into  a 
limited  liability  company  in  1897.  Since  that  time  a 
formidable  trade  rivalry  has  existed  between  the  company 
and  Messrs.  Freemans',  but  an  agreement  has  been  arrived 
at  whereby  this  competition  will  cease,  to  the  advantage 
of  both  businesses.  The  chercical  and  drysaltery  businesses 
belonging  to  Messrs.  J.  &  W.  M.  Freeman  will  not  be 
acquire!  by  the  comraiy. 

Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited). — The 
annual  meeting  of  shareholders  was  held  at  the  company's 
effices,  Lower  Priory,  Birmingham,  on  Monday.  Mr. 
Thomas  Barclay  presided  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
report  ("see  C.  8?  D., March  28).  Mr.  Barclay  said  the  profits 
(14,725'.)  are  the  largest  since  the  formation  of  the 
company.  Not  only  has  a  substantial  sum  been  added  to 
the  inner  reserve,  but  the  reserve  fund  has  been  raised  to 
7,173?.',  and  the  amount  carried  forward  is  larger  than  last 
year.  Budding  operations  are  now  in  full  progress  on  the 
Waterloo  site,  and  when  completed  the  premises  will  provide 
a'  much  larger  suite  of  offices,  more  accommodation  for 
packing  home  and  export,  a  new  bonded  warehouse  for  the 
foreign  and  colonial  trade,  a  good  well-lighted  showroom  for 
the  manufactures  of  the  company,  &c.  Plans  are  also  being 
got  out  for  a  new  factory  at  Sa'tley.  The  business  in  the 
department  already  there  has  made  substantial  and  satis- 
factory progress,  and  something  like  2  000/.  has  been  spent 
on  additional  buildings  and  plant  to  keep  pace  with  the 
growing  requirements.  Last  winter,  Mr.  Barclay  added,  he 
visited  the  company's  col-liver-oil  factory  in  Norway,  and 
made  a  careful  investigation  of  the  conditions  and  require- 
ments of  the  business,  with  the  result  that  it  has  been 
placed  upon  a  much  better  footing.  This  season  has  prove! 
a  very  disastrous  one.  Continuous  storms  have  prevailed, 
and  in  addition  the  appearance  of  the  hairy  seal  on  the 
fishing-ground  has  driven  the  cod  away.  Consequently 
very  few  fish  have  been  caught,  and  when  caught  are  in 
such  poor  condition  that  there  is  scarcely  any  oil  to  be 
obtained  from  the  livers,  and  only  then  at  a  greatly  enhanced 
price.  As  proof  of  the  poorness  of  the  livers,  they  have 
found  that,  whilst  in  good  years  390  livers  were  sufficient  to 
produce  a  hectolitre  of  oil,  this  year  they  have  had  to  use 
7.500,  or  nearly  twenty  times  as  many.  The  directors  do  not 
remember  a  season  at  all  approaching  the  present,  except  on 
one  occasion  some  twenty  years  ago,  when  genuine  cod-liver 
oil  was,  as  now,  at  famine  prices.  At  that  time  some  dealers 
considered  that  almost  anything  in  the  way  of  fish  that 
came  into  the  net  were  to  be  counted  as  cod.  Whale  and 
seal  oil  of  fine  quality  wis  sold  as  cod-liver  oil,  and  the  re- 
port went  in  Norway  that  1,000  young  whales  were  used 
for  cod-liver  oil  that  year.  Now  they  heard  that  much 
spurious  oil  is  already  on  the  market.  Mr.  Barclay  also 
referred  to  the  work  done  in  the  laboratory.  Mr.  A.  W. 
Southall  seconded,  and  the  report,  which  recommended  a 
10-per-cent.  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares,  was  approved. 
Mr.  John  Barclay  was  re-elected  a  director. 


Among  the  imports  into  Baltimore  during  19)2  were  the  follow- 
ing: Free  chemicals,  239,742Z ,  aui  dutiable  chemicals,  49,518?. 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Germany,  and  Switzerland. 
Liquorice-root  was  also  importel  to  the  value  of  43,022?.,  and  the 
average  imports  for  tin  past  five  years  hive  been  41,929?. 
Among  the  exports  from  Baltimore  were  chemicals  valued  at 
32,814?. 

The  German  Saccharin  Bill  of  July  7,  1902,  and  further 
regulations  regarding  it,  sanctioned  by  the  Federal  Council  in 
March,  came  into  force  on  April  1.  These  assure  a  triple 
monopoly  (L)  for  the  production  of  saccharin ;  (2)  for  the  sale  of 
saccharin;  and  (3)  for  fie  retail  sale  of  foods,  sweetmeats,  &c, 
containing  sacchxrin.  The  manufacture  of  saccharin  is  entrusted 
to  Fahlberg,  List  &  C  >.,  Salbke-Westerhiisen,  and  the  sale  is 
restricted  to  this  factory  only,  an  1  to  pharmacies.  Foods,  sweet- 
meats, &c'.,  containing  saccharin  may  a'so  only  be  retailed  in 
chemists'  shops.' 
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Z\k  Ikaletooscope. 


Habd  Luck. 
First  Innings. 
Glvn-Jones,  b.  Alverstone... 

[Point,  Channell ;  Mid-off,  Wills.] 


Thereof. 

The  Solicitor-General:  "Thereof  "  means 
the  bottle  with  the  label. 

L.C.J. :  You  cannot  mix  or  compound  a 
bottle. 


Buatneee  <Tbanoe0. 


Mr.  Lockwood  Mundy  has  purchased  the  business  of 
Mr.  H.  B.  Legg  at  6  Bank  Parade,  Streatham  Common. 

Mr.  D.  Hughes,  chemist  and  druggist,  New  Bond  Street. 
Bath,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Messrs.  Henry  Hodder 
&  Co.  (Limited),  chemists,  Bristol.  . 

Mr.  J.  K.  Morgan,  who  some  six  months  since  purchased 
the  business  at  6  Holyrood  Terrace,  Great  Malvern,  from  Mr. 
W.  R.  Hues,  has  disposed  of  the  same  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Jones,  of 
London. 

Mr.  L.  J.  Kemp,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired  the 
business  at  135  Great  Dover  Street,  S.E.,  lately  carried  on 
by  Mr.  C.  J.G.  Bunker.  Mr.  Kemp  was  formerly  manager  for 
Mr.  Bunker  at  his  Fulham  branch. 

Mr.  C.  Pretty,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  disposed  of 
his  drug-business  at  387  North  End  Road,  Walbam  Green, 
S.W.,  to  Bruce's  Drug-stores  (Limited).  Mr.  Pretty  has 
removed  to  52  Lillie  Road,  S.W.,  where  he  will  continue  his 
dental  practice. 

Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  have  taken  temporary  premises 
in  Exchange  Walk,  Nottingham,  preparatory  to  carrying  out 
extensive  improvements  and  enlargements  in  their  Pelham 
Street  business,  Nottingham,  which  it  is  locally  reported  will 
involve  an  expenditure  of  15,000/. 

Mr.  W.  Dennis,  F.S.M.C.,  M.P.S.,  has  disposed  of  his 
chemist  and  photographic  dealer's  business  at  Ocean  Road 
Pharmacy,  South  Shields,  in  order  to  give  more  time  to  his 
eye-testing  business  at  South  Shields  and  Jarrow.  His 
address  is  now  Grant  Street,  Jarrow-on-Tyne. 

The  business  at  Twickenham  which  Mr.  C.  J.  Garibaldi 
Bunker,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  is  to  be  his  main 
establishment.  The  shop  is  fitted  in  mahogany,  with  electric 
lighting,  and  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the 
district.  Mr.  Bunker  has  found  the  optical  side-line  a 
paying  one,  and  has  a  specially  fitted  optical  department 
with  the  latest  apparatus  and  requirements  for  sight-testiDg. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Wells,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  reopened  the 
old-established  business  known  as  "  Pardon's,"  at  41  Street, 
Maidstone.  Extensive  alterations  and  improvements  have 
been  carried  out,  including  a  new  front  and  electric-light 
installation.  Mr.  Wells,  who  for  three  years  represented 
Messrs.  Stonham  &  Son,  of  Maidstone,  was  formerly  in  busi- 
ness at  New  Romney  and  at  Littlestone-on-Sea.  The  new 
business  will  be  conducted  on  modern  lines. 


fter0onaUtfe0. 


Mr.  W.  F.  Wyley,  of  Coventry,  is  now  on  his  way  home 
from  Australia. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Barnes,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Dover,  has- 
been  appointed  overseer  for  the  Borough  for  the  ensuing 
year.  ..... 

Mr.  H.  P.  Hearder,  chemist,  26  Westwell  Street,  Ply- 
month,  has  been  appointed  an  overseer  of  the  borough  of 
Plymouth. 

Our  portrait  of  Mr.  Wm.  Dickinson  on  page  572  is  from  a 
photograph  by  Messrs.  Forcescue  &  Co.,  40  Bedford  Hill, 
Balham,  S.W. 

Mr.  William  S.  Gill,  of  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co. 
(Limited),  will  spend  two  months  in  the  United  States  on 
his  firm's  behalf. 

Mr.  G.  Bult  Francis,  who  has  been  visiting  the  Australian 
colonies,  is  returning  by  way  of  the  United  States,  and  is  ex- 
pected in  London  shortly. 

Dr.  Alexander  Tschirch,  professor  of  pharmacognosy 
and  practical  chemistry  in  the  University  of  Bern,  is  now  in 
London,  and  has  included  the  drug-warehouses  amongst  his 
visits. 

Mr.  Evan  Jones,  chemist,  Llanelly,  is  the  adopted  labour 
candidate  for  the  Llanelly  Urban  District  Council,  the  elec- 
tion for  which  takes  place  on  April  6.  Mr.  Jones  has  issued 
a  telling  election-address  in  English  and  Welsh. 

Mr.  Algernon  Warren,  of  Bristol,  contributes  to  the 
March  number  of  Chambers's  Journal  an  amusing  sketch,  in 
two  parts,  about  a  morning  in  the  office.  It  is  a  reflection  of 
what  the  heads  of  many  wholesale  drug-houses  have  to  put 
up  with  every  day. 

Mr.  William  Trass,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hunstanton, 
celebrated  his  golden  wedding  on  March  25.  Mr.  Twiss  has 
carried  on  business  in  Le  Strange  Terrace  at  Hunstanton  for 
a  very  long  period,  and  Mrs.  Twiss  and  he  received  many 
congratulations  on  the  happy  event. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Campkin,  J.P.,  and  Alderman  George  Peck, 
chemists,  have  presented  their  portraits  to  be  placed  in  the 
Board-room  of  the  Cambridge  Workhouse.  Mr.  Campkin 
|  was  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Board  in  1899-1900,  and  Chairman 
in  1901,  and  Mr.  Peck  was  Vice-Chairman  in  1887-89  and 
1891-91.  Both  gentlemen  have  seen  many  years'  public 
service  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  Town 
Council. 
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Observations  ano  IReflections. 

By  Xraysbr. 


Collecting  8oo/. 

from  chemists  and  druggists  for  the  Appeal 
Fund  took  same  months  of  painful  effort,  back  td  up  by- 
much  eloquence  and  legal  lore.  Consternation  followed 
among  economically  minded  subscribers  when  it  was 
announced  that  the  trustees  of  the  Fund  had  at  their  first 
sitting  plunged  into  three  appeals,  and  with  Monte-Cristo- 
like  recklessness  had  resolved  to  hire  the  most  costly 
counsel  at  the  Bar.  There  was  a  swagger  about  this  litigious 
ilavishness  which  shocked  those  of  us  who  had  been  brought 
up  with  the  wholesome  dreid  of  the  proverbial  rainy  day 
ahead.  We  had  fancied  that  8001.  was  going  to  last  our 
time  and  provide  us  with  a  long  series  of  forensic  treats  ; 
and  the  trustees  resolved  to  risk  it  in  a  single  session.  But 
even  they,  perhaps,  hardly  contemplated  that  the  whole 
of  these  hard-earned  funds  would  be  put  in  jeopardy  in 

One  Legal  Morning. 

For  about  two  hours  on  March  25  the 
Drug-trade  Appeal  Fund  was  being  risked  at  the  rate  of 
about  5'.  a  minute.  But  what  was  dross  compared  with  the 
glory  of  having  some  of  our  pet  controversies  disputed  by 
the  Solicitor-General  on  the  one  side  and  an  ex-Secretary  of 
State  on  the  other,  each  with  his  attendant  train  of  satel- 
lites, and  a  Lord  Chief  and  tw<r  other  High  Court  Justices 
listening  respectfully  ?  For  the  Bench  is  respectful  almost 
to  obsequiousness  to  these  great  luminaries.  "  Would  you 
mind  repeating  that,  Mr.  Solicitor?"  or  "Pardon  me  for 
interrupting  you,  Mr.  Asquith " ;  thus  the  conversation 
proceeds.  Ultimately  justice  prevails,  I  suppose.  So  it 
would,  I  hope,  if  we  could  only  brief  a  small  man  against 
our  opponents'  brilliant  galaxy  of  talent ;  but  cynical 
solicitors  say  it  is  the  wiser  not  to  take  the  chance. 

The  Results 

of  the  three  appeals  cannot  be  estimated  until 
the  Court  has  given  judgment  in  the  most  important  one — 
that  relating  to  ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine.  The 
exemption  in  the  Medicine-stamp  Act  either  permits 
chemists  to  recommend  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved  " 
medicines,  so  long  as  the  first  vendor  did  not  recommend 
them,  or  it  exempts  nothing.  Mr.  Alpe  said  the  proviso  had 
no  effect,  and  it  may  be  that  the  Judges  are  not  bound  to 
find  any  purpose  for  it.  But  the  people  who  framed  it 
meant  something  by  it,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that 
three  Judges — one  at  8,000/.  a  year,  and  two  at  5,000/. 
each — should  find  out  what  the  something  was.  If  they 
confirm  the  Magistrate's  decision,  which  was  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  contention,  the  result  will  be  worth  the 
money  the  trade  subscribed.  At  the  end  of  the  arguments 
they  were  evidently  wobbling.  The  Solicitor-General's 
opening  speech  was  very  poor,  and  did  not  much  influence 
them.  They  all  seemed  to  accept  Mr.  Asquith's  argument 
without  demur,  but  the  Solicitor-General's  reply,  which  was 
the  ablest  speech  of  the  day,  appeared  to  confuse  them,  and 
restored  hope  to  the  Somerset  House  bosom. 

The  Two  Other  Cases 

balanced  each  other,  and  probably 
neither  will  have  much  ultimate  consequence.  The  con- 
viction in  the  acetum-scillre  prosecution  was  overruled  on 
the  ground  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  does  not  indicate  how 
much  acetic  acid  should  remain  in  the  finished  product,  and 
the  evidence  showed  that  some  of  it  may  have  been  used  up 
in  the  manufacture.  This  will  not  settle  the  B.P.  as  a 
standard  claim,  though  it  may  have  the  effect  of  checking  | 


frivolous  prosecutions.  The  influenza-pastilles  judgment  is 
capable  of  being  used  against  us  most  injuriously,  though  it 
is  not  likely  it  will  be.  The  bare  word  "  influenza "  on  a 
label  of  gum-pastilles  is  equivalent,  say  the  Judges,  to  a 
recommendation  of  those  pastilles  as  a  remedy  for  influenza. 
They  refuse  to  see  in  it  merely  an  innocent  and  pretty 
designation  for  a  sweetmeat.  The  awkward  feature  of  this 
judgment  is  that  it  hits  such  desigaations  as  antibilious 
pills,  cough-mixture,  cough-lozenges,  and  neuralgia-mixture, 
and  justifies  the  claim,  which  has  only  been  an  assumption 
hitherto,  that  it  is  only  by  the  gracious  concession  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  that  we  may  so  label  unstamped 
medicaments. 

In  Reviewing 

the  C.  8f  D.  manual  on  urine-analysis,  the 
Lancet,  while  expressing  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  work 
in  question,  sets  forth  the  curious  theory  that  "  urine- 
analysis  seems  to  us  in  the  wrong  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  druggists."  It  is  in  the  wrong  place  in  the  hands  of  any- 
one who  has  not  made  a  study  of  it,  but  the  reviewer 
does  not  suggest  that  the  pharmacist  is  not  likely  to  be 
qualified  for  the  work,  for  he  recognises  that  "  the  druggist 
is  an  educated  man  who  must  necessarily  have  a  knowledge 
of  chemical  analysis ";  his  only  objection  seems  to  be  that 
the  office  is  more  within  the  province  of  an  analyst  than  in 
that  of  a  pharmacist.  Now,  the  pharmacist's  special  office — 
the  ideal  set  up  by  his  ttaining  and  examination — is  that  he 
should  be  fit  to  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  physician  just 
as  the  apothecary  was  in  old  times.  Analysts  are  a  com- 
paratively new  evolution,  and  not  many  of  them  have  been 
particularly  trained  to  pathological  investigation.  There  is 
not  much  bread-snatching  on  either  side,  but  if  there  is  any, 
it  is  the  analyst  who  has  dipped  into  our  dish  of  pottage 
rather  than  we  into  his. 

Radium  is  Welcome, 

if  only  for  the  trouble  it  is  going  to  give 
our  philosophers,  who  think  they  know  all  that  is  to  be 
known  about  heat  and  energy.  The  theory  is  that  if  you  eat 
a  sandwich  you  take  in  so  much  energy  ;  then  you  can  pass 
this  energy  through  a  billiard-cue  to  an  ivory  ball ;  if  this 
ball  hits  another  it  unloads  its  energy  on  to  that  one,  and 
when  that  one  stops  moving  the  energy  is  transmuted  into 
latent  heat  somewhere.  But  radium  gets  its  heat  no  one 
knows  whence,  and  though  it  is  constantly  parting  with  it 
the  supply  never  diminishes.  The  phenomenon  would  have 
seemed  reasonable  enough  a  century  ago  when  creation  was 
believed  in,  but  it  will  not  do  for  this  materialistic  age.  So 
some  time  since  the  discovery  of  argon  was  found  to  be 
awkward  for  the  supporters  of  the  periodic  law  ;  it  did  not 
fit  in.  The  matter  was  hushed  up  in  some  way ;  but  the 
periodic  law  has  not  been  quite  so  perky  since. 

London  Hoardings 

are  at  present  decorated  by  a  new  poster 
representing  a  floating  lady  whose  gossamer  robe  offers  but 
slight  temptation  to  the  law  of  gravitation,  but  whose  crinal 
wealth  would  hold  down  a  balloon.  The  inscription  indi- 
cates that  the  lady's  hair  is  produced  by  "  Mr.  Geo.  R  Sims' 
Tatcho."  Mr.  Sims  is  often  described  as  a  "distinguished 
litterateur,"  and,  as  such,  he  is  assuredly  aware  that  his 
name  in  the  possessive  case  should  be  Sims's,  not  Sims'. 
Ought  not  the  syndicate  of  millionaires  who  are  running  his 
discovery  to  submit  their  attacks  on  English  grammar  to 
Mr.  Sims  before  they  promulgate  them  1  They  sin  in  com- 
pany with  many  other  great  advertisers.  I  recall  at  present 
Pears'  soap,  Stephens'  ink,  and,  wrorst  of  all,  Bass'  special 
stout,  as  samples  of  this  cacophonous  error.  Among  these 
bad  examples,  which  may  be  observed  at  any  big  railway 
station,  the  eye  falls  restfully  on  the  recommendation  of 
Epps's  cocoa,  whose  rightfully  added  "s"  is,  indeed,  grateful 
and  comforting.  The  London  County  Council,  I  believe,  has 
some  control  over  street-advertisements ;  can  it  not  fine,  or, 
at  least,  admonish  Lord  Burton  and  his  fellow  delinquents, 
and  so  prevent  this  debasement  and  disfigurement  of  the 
English  language  1 
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GOOD  WINTER  LINES 

FOB 

LUNG  AND  THROAT  AFFECTIONS. 

"To  breathe  'Sanitaa'  is  to  breathe  health." — 

— rr— -p  Gordon  Stables,  CM.,  M.D.,  R.N. 


"SANITAS"  BRONCHITIS  ^h. 

KETTLES  -      -      -  28.  6d. 

"  SANITAS  "  INHALERS  -  28.  6d. 
"  SANITAS  "  POCKET 

INHALERS  18.  Od. 
"  SANITAS  "  OIL, 

is.  &  48.  Bottles. 
"  SANITAS  "  EMBROCATION, 

1S.  &  2s.  6d.  Bottles. 


Pamphlets  Free. 

THE 11  SAN  ETAS  "  CO.,  Ltd. 

Bethnal  Green,  London. 


JEYES'  SANITARY  COMPOUNDS  COMPANY 

(LIMITED). 

Owing  to  the  frequency  with  which  we  discover  that 
Disinfectant  preparations — other  than  those  manufactured 
by  our  Company — are  supplied  under  Contracts  and  other- 
wise in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  British  Colonies  and 
Possessions,  under  the  names  of 

" JEYES'  FLUID,"       "  JEYES'  SANITARY  POWDER," 
"CREOLSW,"  "  CREOLIN  POWDER," 

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN,  that  in  future  any  person  so 
infringing  the  Company's  Trade  Marks  will  be  prosecuted. 
By  order, 

WM.  PLANNER, 
64  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  Secretary. 


WARRICK  BROS. 

BEG   TO  NOTIFY 
THAT  THEY 
HAVE  MOVED  TO 


6  NILE  STREET, 
CITY  ROAD. 


Car.  S 


MUMFORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD.    LONDON.  E.C.  


No.  1  Finest  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

20/6.1 

Finest  Pare 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/ o ft 

No.  9  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

19/6cwV 

No.  i  Finest  Light  Pare 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  owt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEAl 

21  /  cwt. 

EPSOM    SALTS.  ESS 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

1  5  /  cwt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

1 8/  cwt. 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

LowBt  Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOIlfT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  owt. 

Finest  Pare 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10.S 

Finest 
MRROWROOT 

1/,b- 

<i>  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  wltbln  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  113  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  tree  on  rail 
London  at  above  prices.  i 

GRUMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

Brewery  i  LONDON,  N>  W. 


Seventeenth  Edition.  Published  in  1899.  Price  12s.  6d. 

Squire's  Companion 

TO   THE   BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA. 


"'  Squire's  Companion'  Is  virtually  a  new  book  every  time  It 
Is  re-published,  so  Important  and  numerous  are  the  changes  In 
the  text  of  each  successive  edition."— Pharmaceutical  Journal, 
February  25th,  1899. 

"It  Is  the  cheapest  pharmaceutical  text-book  In  the  English 
language,  as  well  as  one  which  physicians  and  pharmacists 
could  least  do  without."—  The  CHemiit  and  Druggist,  February  25th, 
1899.  

Obtainable  through  any  of  the  Wholesale  Houses^ 
or  direct  from  the  Publishers, 

I.  &  A.  CHURCHILL,  7  Great  Marlborough  Street,  LONDON,  W. 


I  I 


JBiMtodal  Comments* 


The  Appeal  Cases. 

The  three  appeals  heard  by  the  Divisional  Court  last  week 
were  of  unequal  importance,  and  one,  at  least,  would  never 
have  troubled  their  Lordships  at  all  had  not  a  piece  of 
clever  forensic  argument  in  the  lower  court  persuaded  the 
Magistrates.  This  was  the  pure  gum  pastilles  appeal- 
There  the  manufacturers  of  pastilles  with  a  pure  gum  basis,. 
but  differently  flavoured  or  medicated,  labelled  them  "  Pure 

gum  pastilles.    Delightfully  soothing  to  singers  and' 

public  speakers,"  such  words  as  "glycerin,"  "  liquorice  and. 
chlorodyne,"  and  "influenza"  being  inserted  where  the  line: 
occurs  in  the  label-title.  There  is  no  question  at  all  that 
a  label  "Influenza-pastilles,  delightfully  soothing  to  singers 
and  public  speakers,"  is  a  dutiable  recommendation  within 
the  meaning  of  the  statutes,  and  the  Crown  appeal  was  based)' 
on  the  view  that  the  label  used  was  equivalent  to  the 
suggested  one.  The  Magistrates  dismissed  the  summons,  sub- 
stantially because  they  considered  the  recommendation  not- 
to  be  sufficiently  specific.  They  had  the  whole  set  of  boxes 
before  them,  and  seemed  to  regard  the  "  delightfully 
soothing  "  phrase  as  inapplicable  to  the  influenza-pastilles. 
The  Divisional  Court  last  week  did  not  waste  time  in  forensic 
hair-splitting.    The  Solicitor-General  said  in  effect,  "These: 
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are  influenza-pastilles ;  there  is  a  recommendation  of  them 
for  relief,  and  that  is  one  of  the  grounds  of  liability."  Mr. 
Asquith  replied— well,  nothing  ;  he  felt  he  had  no  case,  and 
the  Judges  were  of  the  same  opinion.  No  disability  to  the 
chemist  is  involved,  except  that  if  the  Divisional  Court 
had  upheld  the  Brentford  Court  judgment,  the  Inland 
Revenue  authorities  might  have  sought  legislative  sanction 
to  their  interpretation  of  the  law,  and  that  would  probably 
have  involved  disuse  of  such  titles  as  11  Influenza-pastilles  " 
without  an  accompanying  recommendation. 

The  appeal  in  regard  to  ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine  is 
not  yet  decided.  It  looked  for  a  moment  as  if  the  Court  would 
give  its  judgment  without  delay,  but  the  issue  involved  is 
sjpposed  to  be  of  great  influence  upon  the  revenue,  and  that 
is  regarded  as  sufficient  reason  for  delay.  This  supposition 
ought  not,  of  course,  to  influence  the  judgment,  for  although 
the  Revenue  authorities  have  exacted  taxation  in  respect  to 
British  Pharmacopoeia  articles  recommended  for  the  pre- 
vention, cure,  or  relief  of  human  ailments,  the  exaction 
has  generally  stopped  the  recommendation,  rather  than 
augmented  the  taxation.  The  point  to  be  decided  is  whether 
the  Revenue  authorities  are  right  in  holding  that  chemists 
and  druggists  are  not  exempt  in  selling  B.P.  medicines  with 
a  recommendation.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  and  his  lawyers  believe 
chemists  are  exempt,  and  the  case  was  formulated  to  have  the 
point  settled.  If  the  Judges  find  that  this  is  not  the  exemp- 
tion which  was  first  conveyed  by  Section  4  of  the  1735  Act, 
and  continued  in  the  special  exemptions  of  the  schedule  to 
the  1812  Act,  they  may  be  able  to  indicate  what  is  the 
exemption  that  surgeons,  apothecaries,  chemists  and  drug- 
gists enjoy  in  regard  to  the  vending  of  medicines,  the 
different  properties,  qualities,  virtues,  or  efficacies  of  which 
are  known,  admitted,  and  approved  of. 

The  success  of  the  appeal  in  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  case  (the  only  one  of  the  three  carried  to  the  Court  by  the 
Drug-trade  Appeal  Fund)  has,  especially  when  taken  with  that 
of  Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Southern)  (Limited),  an  important 
bearing  on  the  administration  of  the  Acts  as  regards  British 
Pharmacopoeia  medicines.  In  the  Boots  case  the  Judges 
decided  that  evidence  of  commercial  standard  should  be 
taken  even  in  the  case  of  a  British  Pharmacopoeia  article, 
and  in  the  vinegar-of-squill  case  it  was  held  that  where  the 
Pharmacopoeia  prescribes  no  test,  it  is  not  necessarily 
proper  to  deduce  that  the  amount  of  one  of  the  ingredients 
in  the  formula  must  also  be  in  the  product.  Both  these 
decisions  are  important  limitations  on  the  application 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  They  do  not  encourage  fraud 
o.i  the  public,  because  those  entrusted  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Acts  are  not  precluded  from  showing  that 
the  quality  of  an  article  is  below  that  generally  sold.  But 
it  will  assist  in  stopping  the  loose  manner  in  which  some 
public  analysts  judge  of  the  quality  of  medicines  by  the 
ingredients  which  happen  to  be  most  easily  estimated.  The 
Lord  Chief  Justice  based  his  judgment  solely  upon  this 
point,  but  both  his  colleagues,  and  therefore  a  majority  of 
the  Court,  held  that  the  objection  of  the  defence  against  the 
analyst's  certificate  was  valid.  This  objection  was  that  the 
certificate  did  not  state  that  vinegar  of  squill  is  liable  to 
decomposition.  The  prosecution  said,  "  Although  it  is,  the 
analyst  is  present  to  make  his  certificate  good."  Mr.  Justice 
Wills  was  emphatic  in  condemning  the  action  of  the 
authorities.  He  said,  ,;The  certificate  of  the  analyst  is 
made  a  condition  precedent  to  any  prosecution,  and  it  ought 
to  be  properly  certified."  Further,  he  said  the  informality 
cannot  be  cured  by  the  presence  of  analyst.  Similarly,  Mr. 
ustice  Channell  said: — 

Where  the  article  is  an  article  which  varies  in  its  composition, 
bo  that  at  one  time  it  would  contain  more  of  the  particular  ingre- 


dient than  another,  then  the  analyst  ought  in  his  certificate  to' 
state  that  no  change  has  taken  place  at  the  time  of  the  analysis. 
which  would  prevent  it  showing  what  the  condition  of  the  sub- 
stance was  when  it  was  sold. 

This  settles  a  point  first  raised  a  few  years  ago  by  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  when  he  had  to  defend  a  case  of  his  own  in  regard 
to  lime-water.  Nobody  up  to  then  had  ever  dreamt  of 
extending  the  decomposition  provision  (previously  retained 
for  dairy-produce  solely)  to  medicines ;  and  since  then  the 
Chemists'  Defence  Association  has,  in  lower  courts,  suc- 
cessfully raised  the  objection  on  certificates  of  spirit- 
of-nitre  analyses.  The  High  Court  now  virtually  upholds 
the  contention,  and,  by  saying  that  the  presence  of  the 
analyst  in  court  cannot  cure  the  omission  of  the  decomposi- 
tion-statement from  the  ceitificate,  it  decides  that  prosecu- 
tions on  such  certificates  must  fail.  This  judgment,  like  that  in 
the  influenza-pastilles  case,  will  not  interfere  with  the  just 
administration  of  the  law,  but  it  will  assist  in  making 
authorities  more  judicious  in  their  actions.  It  will  apply  to. 
a  considerable  number  of  British  Pharmacopoeia  medicines, 
such  as — ■ 

and  some  other 


Acet.  ipecac. 

Acet.  scilla? 

Acid,  hydrocyan.  dil. 

Acid,  nitro.  byd.  dil. 

Acid,  sulphuros. 

.-Ether. 

Amnion,  carb. 

Amyl  nitris 

Aq.  chloroformi 

Aq.  laurocerasi 

Calx  sulphurat. 

Decoctions  and  infusions 

Fluid  extracts  and  similar  ga- 
lenical preparations  which 
begin  to  vary  in  composition 
after  preparation.  1 

In  some  of  these  cases  characters  and  tests  are  provided 
by  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  in  certain 
instances  the  article  as  received  by  the  analyst  is  identical 
with  the  article  sold.  The  decision  will,  however,  require  the 
analyst  to  assure  himself  that  the  article  is  decomposable, 
and  to  say  on  his  certificate  that  the  decomposition  which 
may  have  taken  place  between  the  purchase  and  receipt  by 
him  has  not  interfered  with  his  analysis. 


Liquor  calci 

liquors. 
Lotions 
Mist,  ferri  co. 
Oxymel  scillae 
Pil.  ferri 
Pil.  phosphori 
Pulv.  rhei  co. 
Spt.  sether.  nit. 
Spt.  amnion,  arom. 
Syrups  of  ferrous  salts- 
Syr,  scillae 
Tinctures 
Vin.  ipecac. 
Vin.  quinime 


The  Council=election. 

Eleven  candidates  have  accepted  nomination  for  the  seven  ■ 
vacancies  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  They  include, 
the  seven  retiring  members,  each  of  whom  holds  so  good  a 
record  for  attention  to  the  Society's  business,  or  work  of  a 
personal  character,  that  it  is  difficult  to  decide  which  of  the.- 
following  names  should  be  scratched  out  to  make  way  for 
another.  The  retiring  members  were  elected  in  May,  1900,. 
with  the  following  votes  : — 

Walter  Hills    2.76L 

Charles  Symes  2,035 

A.  C.  Wootton   1,870 

David  Storrar   1,820 

Albert  Cooper   1,722 

W.  G.  Cross    1,680 

John  Taylor    1,618 

Of  these  Messrs.  Wootton,  Cooper,  and  Taylor  were  new  to- 
the  Council,  and  each  has  justified  his  choice,  while  the 
four  older  members  are  men  who  would  be  missed.  The 
new  candidates  are  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw,  of  Huddersfield,  and 
the  following,  who  have  stood  before :— 


1900 

1901 

1902 

A.  S.  Campkin  ... 

686 

1,069 

1,303 

W.  L.  Currie   

708 

J.  Paterson   

1,045 
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We  are  disposed  to  think  there  will  be  no  change  this  year, 
but  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Walshaw's  friends  are  working 
for  him  make  his  return  in  place  of  a  retiring  member 
possible.  Scotch  members  also  desire  a  member  additional 
to  Mr.  Storrar,  in  order  to  restore  the  representation  to  two, 
which  they  had  until  1901.  Mr.  Currie  and  Mr.  Paterson 
are  the  candidates  for  this  second  seat,  but  whatever  their 
fate  may  be  there  should  be  no  hesitation  in  making 
Mr.  Storrar 's  seat  safe.  Mr.  Currie  is  supported  by  as  many 
English  as  Scotch  members.  The  steady  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Campkin  grew  in  favour  with  the  electors  gives  him  a  start 
which  the  other  three  will  find  a  serious  handicap,  especially 
as  there  is  a  strong  feeling  even  in  official  quarters  that  he 
would  strengthen  the  Council  in  the  administrative  depart- 
ment. 


Vaccuum  Non  Est. 

Writing  to  the  Times  in  regard  to  the  emanations  of 
radium  in  an  apparent  vacuum  Sir  William  Crookes  says : 
"what  we  call  a  'high  vacuum'  is  only  a  vacuum  by 
courtesy.  A  glass  bulb  similar  to  those  used  in  high  vacua 
experiments,  5  inches  in  diameter,  contains  more  than  a 
quadrillion  (1,000000,000000,000000,000000)  molecules.  Now, 
when  the  bulb  is  exhausted  to  the  millionth  of  an  atmosphere, 
it  still  contains  more  than  a  trillion  (1,000000,000000,000000) 
molecules — quite  enough  matter  to  produce  all  the  effects 
demanded  by  my  hypothesis." 

The  Spirits  Question. 

Fifty  years  ago  Mr.  Jacob  Bell  confessed  that  the  spirit 
laws  of  this  country  passed  his  comprehension,  and  he  got 
the  assistance  of  an  expert  lawyer  to  help  him  to  bring  out 
from  the  chaos  of  statutes  how  the  chemist  really  stands  as 
regards  the  sale  of  alcoholic  medicines.  To-day  we  are  not 
much  further  forward  when  it  comes  to  the  use  of  alcohol  for 
industrial  and  research  purposes.  Mr.  Tyrer  shows  in  our 
correspondence  section  that  absolute  alcohol  cannot  be  made 
in  this  country,  because  it  would  be  illegal !  Distillers 
might  make  absolute  alcohol  and  duty  would  be  charged 
accordingly ;  but  it  seems  inconsistent  to  prohibit  chemical 
manufacturers  doing  the  same  thing,  especially  as  no  ques- 
tion of  vested  interests  or  fiscal  policy  is  involved. 

Better  Business. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  did  better 
financially  last  year  than  it  has  done  for  several  years.  In 
1901  the  expenditure  was  17,845.'.  lbs.  Id.,  or  1,654/.  2*.  Id. 
more  than  the  income,  but  last  year  the  income  was 
17,411/.  2s.  8d.,  or  1,104/.  8s.  Id.  more  than  the  expenditure. 
The  Society  has  to  thank  the  examinations  for  the  marked 
improvement  in  the  revenue,  for  in  1902  the  total  received 
on  this  account  was  9,555/.  9s.,  against  8,150/.  12s.  in  1901, 
and  the  1,405/.  gain  only  involved  the  Society  in  an  extra  cost 
of  157/.  for  conducting  the  examinations.  This  department  of 
the  Society's  work  is  vital  to  it,  as  the  membership-income  is 
on  the  decline  (249/.  less  last  year)  and  the  interest  on  in- 
vestments trifling.  The  better  financial  position  of  1902  was 
favoured  by  savings  in  various  departments,  the  largest 
being  in  law  costs,  which  amounted  to  only  422/.,  as  com- 
pared with  1,452?.  in  1901. 

A  New  Peppermint=oil  Adulterant. 

We  have  published  several  notes  during  the  past  six 
months  in  regard  to  the  adulteration  of  peppermint  oil,  high 
prices  tempting  some  dealers  to  eke  out  their  stocks  with 
turpentine  and  other  readily  recognisable  and  old-fashioned 
adulterants.  Extended  knowledge  of  the  constitution  of 
essential  oils  has,  unfortunately,  carried  with  it  finger-posts 
to  adulterators,  and  the  latest  adulterant  of  oil  of  peppermint 
appears  to  be  an  artificial  organic  ester  which  renders 
useless  the  ordinary  methods  for  the  determination  of 


menthol-content.  From  the  odour  and  general  appearance  of 
the  oil  nothing  unusual  could  be  detected,  and  the  sample 
might  pass  if  the  physical  and  chemical  tests  had  been 
omitted.  We  understand  that  the  matter  is  being  in- 
vestigated in  Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney's  laboratories 
with  a  view  to  the  identification  of  the  adulterant. 

American  Foreign  Trade. 

Mr.  George  J.  Seabury,  of  New  York,  tells  in  American 
Industries  cogently  the  reasons  why  American  manufac- 
tures and  products  are  sold  at  a  lower  price  in  Europe 
than  in  their  home  market.  The  gist  of  the  matter  seems 
to  be  that  Americans  "are  compelled  to  undersell  foreign 
competitors  and  accept  a  great  deal  less  profit  than  would 
be  a  reasonable  and  legitimate  one  at  home,  in  order  to 
establish  a  sale  for  such  wares  throughout  the  world."  By 
selling  cheaply  abroad  the  manufacturer  is  enabled  to  give 
more  employment  to  operators.  It  is  the  home  consumer 
who  makes  up  for  the  loss  on  the  export  trade,  as  the  manu- 
facturer disposes  of  his  wares  on  the  home  market  at  a  "  fair 
profit  " ;  but  Mr.  Seabury  maintains  that  no  one  in  the  United 
States  is  injured  by  selling  cheaper  to  foreign  buyers ;  in 
fact,  he  considers  it  is  a  great  gain  to  American  industrial 
institutions  and  their  employes,  because,  he  says,  75  per 
cent,  of  the  American  export  trade  in  manufactures  repre- 
sents surplus  wares  that  cannot  be  disposed  of  at  home. 
Finally,  Mr.  Seabury  tilts  at  college  professors  who  on 
general  principles  are  incompetent  to  discuss  practical 
commercial  economics,  never  having  had  practical  training. 
The  days  of  Adam  Smith  and  John  Stuart  Mill  are  all  over, 
he  says,  and  if  professors  possessed  the  talents  that  they 
arrogate  they  would  engage  themselves,  as  thousands  of 
brilliant  Americans  have  done,  in  extensive  construction  or 
industrial  institutions,  earning  twenty  times  their  present 
salary,  instead  of  inculcating  illogical  theories  into  the 
brains  of  the  rising  generations.  Mr.  Seabury  is  to  talk  at 
the  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers  at 
New  Orleans  on  economies  involved  in  European  progressive 
competitive  forces  in  1903. 

What  Mr.  Dobbs  is  Doing. 

A  correspondent  very  forcibly  told  in  our  columns  last 
week  how  agricultural  and  horticultural  societies  throughout 
the  country  are  being  worked  to  support  Mr.  Dobbs  in  his 
desire  to  get  the  sale  of  certain  poisons  in  the  hands  of 
unqualified  persons  as  well  as  chemists  and  drugg  sts.  He 
sends  to  the  secretary  of  each  society  a  lengthy  letter 
explaining  the  report  of  the  Poisons  Committee,  and  enclosing 
a  form  of  petition,  and  the  following  resolution  : — 

This  meeting  of  (aa  representing 

the  members  of   such  )  being  of  opinion  that 

undue  restrictions  are  at  present  imposed  by  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868,  on  horticulturists,  agriculturists,  and  others  in  obtaining 
poisonous  compounds  used  in  the  course  of  their  business,  and 
that  it  is  expedient  for  the  convenience  of  the  public  and  in  the 
interests  of  trade,  that  the  law  relating  to  the  sale  of  poisonous 
compounds  (where  required  for  horticultural  or  agricultural 
purposes)  should  be  altered  and  amended. 

Resalve  that  the  Government  be  respectfully  requested  to 
introduce  a  Bill  amending  the  law  in  this  direction,  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  be  forthwith  forwarded  to  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (the  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour),  and  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  (the  Right  Hon.  R.  W.  Hanbury),  and  to 
the  Lord  President  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Council,  and  to  the 
members  of  Parliament  representing  the  constituencies  in  this 
district. 

The  petition  is  in  similar  terms  to  this  resolution,  but 
more  verbose.  We  do  not  think  Mr.  Dobbs  is  to  have  it  all 
his  own  way  in  this  matter,  but  it  would  be  a  good  move  for 
chemists  and  druggists  to  write  to  the  gentlemen  whom  Mr. 
Dobbs  is  petitioning  such  a  letter  as  that  proposed  on 
page  568,  and  to  do  this  promptly.  We  shall  be  pleased  if 
those  who  do  this  will  tell  us  so  by  postcard. 
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Medicine  =  stamp  Acts. 

Special  Exemption  to  Chemists. 

As  reported  in  our  last  issue,  the  appeal  in  the  case  of 
Charles  Herbert  Farmer  v.  William  Samuel  Glyn-Jones  was 
heard  by  a  Divisional  Court,  consisting  of  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Wills,  and  Mr.  Justice  Channell,  in  the 
King's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  on 
Thursday,  March  23.  It  was  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown  from  a  decision  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  Magistrate  at 
the  Thames  Police  Court.  (The  case  stated  by  Mr.  Dickin- 
son was  printed  in  the  G.  B.,  September  20,  1932,  page 
507.)  The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  E.  Carson)  and  Mr.  S.  A.  T. 
Rowlatt  appeared  for  the  Crown  in  support  of  the  appeal ; 
Mr.  Asquith,  K.C.,  Mr.  H.  D.  Bonsey,  and  Mr.  Galbraith 
were  counsel  for  the  respondent. 

THE  CASE  FOR  THE  CROWN'. 

The  Solicitor-General  said  this  case  came  before  the  Court 
on  a  case  stated  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  on  the  application  of  the 
Crown.  An  information  was  preferred  by  Charles  H. 
Farmer,  an  officer  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  against  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones,  a  chemist,  seeking  to  recover  penalties  by  reason  of 
his  having  sold  and  exposed  for  sale  a  bottle  containing 
a  certain  preparation  which  the  Crown  alleged  was  charge- 
able with  stamp-duty  and  should  have  been  stamped. 

[Here  the  Solicitor-General  real  the  "  case,"  which  set  forth 
that  Mr.  Giyn- Jones,  on  April  8, 1902,  sold  to  an  Inland  Revenue 
officer  a  bottle  of  ammouiated  tincture  of  quinine,  B  P.,  bearing, 
inter  alia,  the  statement  "  a  well-known  and  highly-recommended 
remedy  for  influenza  and  colds."  The  Magistrate  held  that  the 
denomination,  properties,  qualities,  virtues,  and  efficacies  of  the 
tincture  are  known,  admitted,  and  approved  as  such  a  remedy 
in  the  sense  of  special  exemptions  in  the  18 L2  Act  schedule,  and 
that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  not  the  owner,  proprietor,  or  original  or 
first  vendor  of  the  tincture  within  the  meaning  of  the  special 
exemption.] 

The  Solicitor-General  said  this  exemption  enables  chemists 
to  prepare  prescriptions  and  things  of  that  kind. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice :  If  the  respondent  had  put 
"  Aminoniated  tincture  of  quinine  B.P.,"  he  might,  you  say, 
have  sold  it  without  a  stamp,  but  having  added  "A  well- 
known  and  highly  recommended  remedy  for  colds  "  makes 
the  difference. 

The  Solicitor-General  said  the  whole  point  in  the  case 
was  whether  the  respondent  was  to  be  considered  as  "  the 
owner  and  proprietor,  or  maker  and  compounder,  or 
original  and  first  vendor."  The  Court  would  see  how  far- 
reaching  such  a  decision  as  that  of  the  Magistrate  would  be, 
because  then  any  person  might  purchase  in  a  perfectly  law- 
ful way,  the  vendor  selling  it  perfectly  lawfully,  any  drug, 
and  because  he  had  purchased  it  from  somebody  else,  might 
affix  a  label  making  it  a  specific  remedy  for  any  disease, 
and  recommend  it  as  such,  and  the  Crown  lose  the  duty 
upon  it. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice :  I  have  not  the  Pharmacopoeia 
now.    Are  compound  rhubarb  pills  comprised  in  the  B.P.  ? 

The  Solicitor-General :  I  have  taken  a  good  many  things 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but  I  have  never  known  what  was  in 
them.  (Laughter.) 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice :  Supposing  somebody  says  of 
compound  rhubarb  pills  "  Very  good  for  the  liver."  Does 
that  make  it  a  medicine  requiring  a  stamp  ? 

The  Solicitor-General :  Yes,  because  it  recommends  the 
pills  as  a  remedy  for  the  relief  or  cure  of  an  ailment. 
When  I  come  to  the  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  I  shall 
show  that  by  the  patting-on  of  such  label  he  is  turning  an 
article  which  was  not  dutiable  into  a  dutiable  article. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  How  do  you  get  over  the  words 
"  original  and  first  vendors  of  such  drugs  "  ? 

The  Solicitor-General :  I  say  he  was  the  first  vendor  of  the 
dutiable  article.  That  is  the  whole  point.  The  Magistrate 
should  have  held  that  the  respondent  was  the  first  vendor; 
the  putting-on  of  the  label  did  make  it  a  dutiable  article. 

[The  learned  counsel  then  proceeded  to  quote  from  the  1812  and 
1804  Acts  with  the  object  of  showing  that  the  duty  must  be  paid 
by  the  owners  and  proprietors,  or  makers  and  compounders,  or 


originator  first  vendors  of  the  dutiable  drugs,  &c in  respect  of 
the  same  ail  of  every  picket,  &;.,of  the  same  (see  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Divky,  19)3,  II.  and  III.,  page  516).  A  number 
of  article?,  he  said,  were  strictly  exempted  from  duty  by  the 
schedule  to  the  1812  Act.] 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  You  raise  a  magnificent  field  for 
the  Revenue.  I  should  like  to  put  a  case  to  you.  Suppose 
a  man  sells  a  bottle  of  vaseline  and  puts  upon  it  "An 
excellent  thing  for  chilblains,"  would  that  bring  it  within 
the  Act  I 

The  Solicitor-General:  Certainly.  If  it  is  a  pure  dru?  then 
other  sections  apply.  This  is  an  exemption  only  given  to 
chemists:  if  grocers  sell  any  of  these  things  even  without 
these  matters  they  would  become  liable.  I  say  you  have 
four  specific  things:  (1)  All  those  set  out  in  the  schedule 
are  excluded;  (2)  occult  or  secret  medicines;  (3)  letters 
patent ;  and  (4)  a  matter  which  does  not  come  within  the 
others,  but  in  which  the  chemist  takes  upon  himself  the 
position  of  a  doctor,  and  says,  "  This  is  a  perfectly  good 
remedy  to  be  given  for  a  complaint  or  disease."  Your 
Lordships  see  the  words  are  "  held  out  or  recommended  to 
the  public  by  the  makers,  vendors,  or  proprietors."  Here  it 
is  held  out  to  the  public  by  the  vendor,  so  that  it  becomes 
taxable,  unless  he  can  bring  himself  within  the  exemptions. 
I  say  if  he  is  a  chemist  he  may  apparently  sell  these  com- 
pounded mixtures,  provided  he  has  not  at  any  time  by  any 
public  notice,  or  advertisement,  or  label  or  word,  written  or 
printed,  and  affixed  to  or  delivered  with  the  packet,  box,  or 
bottle,  held  out  or  recommended  them  to  the  public  as 
owner,  proprietor,  maker,  compounder,  or  first  vendor,  as 
nostrums,  proprietary  medicines,  or  specifics  for  cure  or 
relief  of  ailments.  I  say  that  the  exemption  does  not  come 
into  play  and  is  not  necessary  until  you  have  a  dutiable 
article.  This  does  not  become  a  dutiable  article  until  the 
label  is  put  upon  it.  That  being  so  I  say  it  follows  that  he 
is  the  person  and  the  only  person  who  is  the  original  vendor. 
It  would  be  absurd  to  argue  that  while  the  man  who 
originally  prepared  it  was  liable  if  he  put  the  label  on,  if  he 
handed  it  over  to  somebody  else,  and  that  other  person  put 
on  the  label,  he  was  not  liable. 

[The  learned  counsel  then  referred  to  the  1785  Act  (25  Geo.  III. 
c.  79),  and  went  on  to  point  out  that  Section  3  of  the  1802  Act  pro- 
vides that  the  rates  and  duties  by  this  Act  granted  should  be  paid 
by  the  owners  and  proprietors,  or  makers  and  compounders,  or 
original  and  first  vendors  of  such  drugs,  &c,  and  shall  be  charged 
upon  and  paid  in  respect  of  the  same  before  the  same  shall  be  first 
sold  by  or  delivered  out  of  their  custody  or  possession,  for  sale, 
either  wholesale  or  retail.] 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice:  Is  it  conceded  that  if  the  original 
people  who  sold  the  quinine  had  put  this  label  on,  they  would 
come  within  the  words  in  the  charging  clause  1 

The  Solicitor-General  was  not  sure  whether  that  was  con- 
ceded. The  Magistrate  was  of  opinion  that  the  respondent 
was  not  the  original  vendor  of  the  article  in  question. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  if  that  were  conceded  it 
would  be  a  point  in  favour  of  the  Crown,  because  the 
Solicitor-General  would  say,  "  It  is  conceded  the  person 
who  put  on  the  label  and  sold  it  would  have  to  pay  the  tax  ; 
the  man  who  has  sold  that  bottle  with  the  label  on  it  becomes 
the  vendor  of  that."  He  was  upon  the  point  of  whether  the 
Solicitor-General  was  right  in  assuming  that  the  first  person 
would  come  under  the  duty. 

The  Solicitor-General  said  the  Magistrate  did  find  that  the 
bottle  in  question  would  be  chargeable  with  duty,  unless  it 
came  within  a  special  exemption  in  the  1812  Act  schedule. 

Mr.  Justice  Wills  said  they  must  see  what  was  the  exact 
antecedent  of  the  word  "thereof"  in  the  special  exemptions. 

Mi\  Asquith  :  We  say  it  is  the  medicine,  and  not  the  bottle. 

The  Solicitor-General :  I  say  it  means  the  bottle  with  the 
label  on  it.  I  say  the  moment  the  bottle  gets  the  label 
upon  it,  it  becomes  taxable.  This  was  done  for  the 
protection  of  the  revenue — that  nobody  was  to  let  a  dutiable 
article  out  of  his  possession  without  its  being  taxed.  I 
say  the  proper  construction  of  "  original  vendor  "  is  that  it 
means  the  original  vendor  of  the  bottle. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice:  You  say  it  was  meant  to  make 
the  source  of  taxation  the  man  who  first  put  it  into  a  small 
bottle.  If  a  man  got  a  hogshead  it  was  not  meant  to  charge 
him  as  long  as  he  kept  it  there,  but  if  he  put  it  into  small 
bottles  and  recommended  it  as  a  specific  he  was  to  be  treated 
as  a  vendor  of  that  dutiable  article. 


556 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


April  4,  1903 


Mr.  Justice  Wills  :  You  say  that  if  it  has  once  got  a  label 
affixed  to  it  the  Revenue  is  satisfied.  It  may  go  through  a 
'  -dozen  middlemen  without  payiDg  more  duty,  but  you  want 
'  ~to  hit  the  persDn  who  first  puts  the  label  on. 

The  Solicitor-General :  Unless  that  is  the  true  construction 
"  -we  should  never  recover  the  duty.    The  quinine  does  not 

•  become  subject  to  duty  until  the  label  is  put  on,  and  the  Act 
-of  Parliament  makes  that  person  go  to  the  Revenue  Office  and 
say,  "  I  have  a  bottle  which  I  wish  to  sell  subject  to  the 
duties  under  this  Act,  and  you  must  give  me  the  stamps  to 
put  on  it."  That  is  what  secures  the  revenue.  [Section  10 
■of  the  1802  Act  quoted  and  commented  on.] 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice :  Does  the  stamp  depend  on  the 
■quantity  1 

The  Solicitor-General :  No  ;  on  the  price, 
i  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Suppose  the  original  maker  and 
•vendor  of  the  stuff  has  sold  a  gallon  tin,  and  upon  that  he 
has  put  "  An  excellent  remedy  for  colds,"  and  has  paid  the 
duty,  and  the  chemist  who  buys  it  breaks  it  up  into  bottles 
■on  each  of  which  he  puts  a  label  with  the  same  words.  Are 
the  Revenue  entitled  to  a  duty  on  that  account  ? 

The  Solicitor-General :  I  say,  yes,  because  the  bottle  must 
not  then  be  sold  without  a  stamp. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  You  say  he  is  the  original  vendor. 

The  Solicitor-General :  Certainly.  There  is  no  question 
here  that  anybody  has  ever  paid  any  tax  in  relation  to  it,  or 
that  it  was  ever  a  taxable  article  before  the  label  was  put  on. 
'■  Mr.  Justice  Wills  :  I  should  have  thought  there  was  a 
sufficient  answer  to  that.  The  wholesale  people  do  not  want 
■the  label,  because  the  persons  who  buy  from  them  know  the 
■quality  of  the  articles.  The  label  is  addressed  to  the 
ultimate  purchaser,  and  not  the  middleman. 

The  Solicitor-General  submitted  finally,  that  "  the  original 
or  first  vendor"  in  the  exemption  means  vendor  of  the  duti- 
able article,  whereupon  Mr.  Justice  Channell  said  the  word 

•  "  thereof "  raised  a  grammatical  difficulty,  and  this  was 
argued  by  all  Judges  and  the  Solicitor-General. 

THE  CASE  FOR  CHEMISTS. 

Mr.  Asquith,  K.C.,  submitted  that  the  Magistrate  came  to 
■a.  right  decision.  The  object  of  these  Aefs,  as  appeared  from 
the  schedule,  which  contained  a  specific  enumeration  of  a 
large  number  of  preparations,  appeared  to  have  been  to  tax 
not  medicines  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  which 
appeared  in  the  B.P.,  but  to  tax  proprietary  medicioes,  and 
■medicines  in  regard  to  which  the  original  inventor  of  the 
preparation  claimed  some  sort  of  secret — a  secret  of  his  own, 
-or  a  right  under  letters  patent.  The  exemptions  were  care- 
fully put  in  to  protect  the  trade  of  the  chemist  in  selling 
articles  which  did  not  fall  within  one  or  other  of  these 
-  -categories. 

The  learned  counsel  then  called  attention  to  the  finding  of 
the  Magistrate  that  the  respondent  was  not  the  owner,  pro- 

■  >prietor,  or  ( riginal  or  first  vendor  of  the  ammoniated 
-tincture  of  quinine  in  question,  and  said  the  question  was 
•whether  that  decision  was  right.  That  question  turned  upon 
the  construction  of  the  words  "sale"  and  "thereof"  in  the 
special  exemptions  (see  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,  1903,  page  522).  He  read  Section  3  of  the  1802 
Act,  and  contended  that  the  duty  was  payable  on  the 
package,  but  the  person  who  was  liable  to  pay  it  must  be 
•owner,  proprietor,  maker,  compounder,  or  original  and  first 
vendor.  The  Act  stated  that  the  duty  was  to  be  payable 
by  the  owner,  &c  ,  of  "such  drugs,"  and  original  and  first 
vendors  "  thereof "  meant  of  the  drugs;  so  that  no  person 
was  liable  to  this  duty  unless  he  was  owner,  proprietor,  and 
■original  vendor  of  the  drugs.  The  policy  of  these  Acts  was 
that  a  man  was  not  to  put  on  the  market  one  of  these 
nostrums  of  his  own  prepared  under  a  secret  or  occult  process 
without  its  becoming  liable  to  duty.  He  submitted  that 
unless  the  original  vendor  put  the  drug  on  the  world  under 
such  conditions  as  made  it  liable  to  be  taxed,  it  was  not 

i  liable  to  be  taxed  at  all.  Dealing  with  the  history  of  the 
Act,  he  pointed  out  that  at  first  it  appeared  that  all  medi- 

••cines  were  to  be  stamped,  but  this  was  subsequently 
modified,  and  a  definite  schedule  added. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  You  say  the  chemist  is  protected 
if  he  sells  an  article  in  respect  of  which  the  fir.-t  vendor  is 
■exempt  ?    I  should  like  to  see  what  is  the  exemption. 

Mr.  Asquith  :  If  the  first  vendor  has  made  it  chargeable,  it 


remains  chargeable  ever  after.  In  whatever  quantities  it  is 
sold  it  is  a  dutiable  thing. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice:  If  the  first  vendor  chose  to  have 
no  recommendation,  then  everybody  would  escape  ? 

Mr.  Asquith:.  If  he  was  a  chemist  and  came  within  the 
exempting  clause.  You  are  not  to  assume  that  a  man  is  to 
be  liable  because  he  says,  "  This  preparation  is  good  for  a 
cold."  Why  should  he  not  say  that,  unless  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment has  said  he  may  not  ?  It  is  a  perfectly  innocent  thing  to 
do.  The  Act  of  Parliament  has  not  said  so.  It  has  only 
said  that  where  a  specific  is  put  upon  the  world  by  the 
original  vendor  in  a  particular  way  he  shall  be  liable  to 
duty.  The  Court  must  not  extend  the  meaning  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  I  submit  that  the  words  "mixing,  com- 
pounding, or  vending"  apply  to  the  drug  itself  and  not  to 
the  bottle.  [Counsel  quoted  Section  5  (1802),  and  argued  it 
at  considerable  length  with  their  Lordships.] 

REPLY  FOR  THE  CROWN. 

The  Solicitor-General,  in  reply,  ridiculed  any  suggestion 
that  because  a  man  was  a  chemist  he  could  get  out  of  the 
duty  if  he  was  the  original  vendor  of  a  taxable  article. 
The  question  was,  Who  was  the  original  vendor  ?  It  was 
not  the  drug  itself  that  was  taxable,  but  the  drug  with  the 
recommending  label  upon  it.  The  whole  policy  of  the  Act 
of  1802  was  to  make  the  drug  taxable  when  the  recom- 
mending label  was  put  upon  it,  the  duty  to  be  paid  by  the 
person  who  put  on  the  label.  When  the  label  was  put  on  it 
became  a  taxable  article,  and  there  could  be  no  vendor  of 
that  taxable  article  until  it  was  made  such.  • 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  The  whole  point  is,  Does  it  come 
within  the  exemption  ?  If  it  does,  it  is  not  a  taxable  article. 
You  say  "  compounders  original  or  first  vendors  thereof" 
means  of  the  bottle.  You  cannot  mix  or  compound  a 
bottle. 

The  Solicitor  General :  It  means  there  is  nothing  in  the 
Act  to  tax  until  the  label  is  put  on,  and  the  "makers, 
venders,  &c,"  must  mean  of  the  bottle  with  the  label  put 
on.  It  is  not  the  making,  selling,  or  being  proprietor  of  the 
quinine  that  makes  it  a  taxable  article ;  it  must  mean  the 
makers,  proprietors,  and  vendors  of  this  quinine  with  the 
label  attached. 

Incidentally  Mr.  Justice  Wills  asked  to  what  extent  the 
1812  Act  had  beei  repealed ;  and  the  Solicitor- General 
replied  that  it  had  been  amended  to  a  less  extent  than  the 
preceding  Acts.  Mr.  Justice  Wills  also  recalled  the  matter 
of  the  sale  of  a  large  quantity  of  a  dutiable  article — say,  a 
gallon — stamped:  the  person  who  sells  it  in  smaller  bottles 
must  also  stamp  these  bottles  according  to  value. 

The  Solicitor-General  said  that  was  so.  Mr.  Asquith  had 
said  that  "  thereof  "  referred  to  the  original  vendor  of  the 
drug,  but  he  (the  Solicitor-General)  maintained  that  it 
referred  to  the  taxable  article. 

Mr.  Justice  Wills  asked  how  Mr.  Asquith's  dictum  of 
"  once  taxable,  always  taxable "  would  apply  to  Cockle's 
pills.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  original  vendor  could 
be  found,  but  thought  it  was  a  valuable  property. 

The  Solicitor-General :  It  would  depend  on  his  argument 
in  reality  as  to  whether  the  original  and  first  vendor  could 
be  found.  If  he  knew  the  ingredients  of  Cockle's  pil's  and 
got  the  stuff  manufactured  abroad  and  sent  over  here  to  him 
and  put  upon  them  "This  is  a  well-known  remedy  for  so-and- 
so,  called  Cockle's  pills,''  was  he  in  that  case  to  get  free  of 
the  tax?  If  so,  he  did  not  see  how  the  Act  was  to  be 
worked.  He  pointed  out  that  foreign  medicines  were  to  be 
taxed.  Who  was  the  first  vendor  of  foreign  medicines '!  It 
must  be  the  first  person  in  this  country  who  put  them  on 
the  market ;  the  tax  could  not  be  got  from  the  person  abroad. 
The  original  or  first  vendor  must  be  the  person  who  first  put 
it  upon  the  market  here  in  a  dutiable  condition,  and  there 
was  no  other  way  in  which  these  Acts  could  b3  worked  out. 
In  this  connection  he  quoted  43  Geo.  Ill ,  c.  73,  Sec.  2. 

Mr.  Justice  Channell  said  the  whole  point  was  whether  the 
article  here  came  within  the  exemption.  If  it  did,  it  was 
not  a  taxable  article.  Having  read  the  exemption  it  seemed 
to  him  "  thereof  "  referred  to  the  drug  itself. 

The  Solicitor-General  contended  that  "  thereof  "  meant  the 
same  in  the  exemption  as  in  Section  3  of  the  Act  of  1802  — 
the  bottle  with  the  label. 

Mr.  Justice  Channell  :  Then  you  make  it  absolute 
nonsense.  -    -  • 
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The  Lord  Chief  Justice  (to  the  Solicitor-General) :  Look 
at  the  charging  words  in  the  Act  of  1812.  That  is  where  the 
•difference  comes  in. 

The  Solicitor-General  repeated  his  contention  that  the 
moment  the  label  was  put  on  the  drug  became  taxable. 

Mr.  Justice  Channell  again  queried  the  Solicitor's  dictum 
that  thereof  means  the  quinine  with  the  label  on,  and  it 
transpired  that  his  Lordship  was  reading  the  exemption 
clause,  and  counsel  the  taxing  section.  This  contretemps 
brought  the  remark  from  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  as  to  the 
Solicitor's  view,  "If  you  are  right  on  that,  the  case  is  yours." 

Mr.  Justice  Wills  asked  the  Solicitor-General  to  look  at 
•the  charging  section  in  the  1812  Act  and  compare  with  the 
language  of  the  exemption  as  to  the  meaning  of  "  thereof." 

The  Solicitor-General  said  suppose  the  respondent  had 
not  put  on  the  label  "  Ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine,  B.P.," 
but  simply  "A  well-known  and  highly  recommended  remedy 
for  influenza  and  colds,"  surely  the  medicine  would  be 
taxable.  If  the  opposite  contention  were  correct,  anybody 
(might  affix  this  recommendation  and  wider  ones  to  any  drug 
he  pleased  and  say,  "This  is  not  a  proprietary  medicine,  but 
composed  of  some  common  ingredients,  and  therefore  I  am 
•not  liable  to  be  taxed."  He  submitted  that  would  be  putting 
an  end  to  the  specific  taxation  of  drugs  which,  under  certain 
circumstances,  was  intended  by  the  Legislature. 

The  Court  reserved  judgment. 

. 

Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Appeal      Regard  to  Acetum  Scill^e. 

The  following  is  the  judgment  in  full  given  by  the 
Divisional  Court  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on  Thursday, 
March  26,  in  the  case  of  Hudson  v.  Bridge  (C.  $  D  ,  M  ly  10, 
1902,  page  727,  and  March  28,  1903,  page  520),  an  appeal 
•against  a  conviction  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
in  respect  to  the  sale  of  a  vinegar  of  squills  alleged  to  be 
deficient  in  acetic  acid  as  required  by  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. The  appellant  was  Mr.  S.  C.  Hudson,  chemist  and 
.  druggist  :— 

1  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  that  there  were  in  substance  two 
•questions  raised  to  this  conviction.  He  said  two,  because  the  two 
questions  really  raised  the  same  issue  in  a  different  shape.  The 
■first  one  was  whether  the  Justices  were  right  in  holding  that  the 
-certificate  of  the  analyst  was  valid  and  sufficient.  He  dealt  with 
that  first  because,  although  he  did  not  think  it  was  absolutely 
•necessary  to  decide  that  point  in  this  case,  the  discussion  they 
•had  had  had  brought  out  in  relief  the  importance  of  the  certificate 
and  the  importance  of  the  directions  with  regard  to  the  certificate 
being  complied  with.  The  statute  [1875]  by  Section  20  provided 
that,  when  the  analyst  had  analysed  an  article  and  given  his 
•certificate  of  the  result  (from  which  certificate  it  might  appear 
that  an  offence  against  some  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  had 
been  committed),  he  should  report  whether  the  article  was  liable 

'  to  decomposition.  He  rather  thought  that  in  one  of  the  cases  to 
which  Mr.  Avory  called  attention  he  did  say  that  at  least  that 
■condition  must  be  fulfilled.  If  he  said  so,  be  adhered  to  it;  and, 
if  he  did  not  say  so,  he  said  it  now.  The  objection  to  this  certifi- 
cate was  that  the  analyst  did  not  comply  with  a  mandatory 
direction  contained  in  tlie  schedule.  The  section  said  that  the 
certificate  of  the  analyst  should  be  in  the  form  set  forth  in  the 
schedule,  or  to  the  like  effect.  Then  there  were  directions  as  to  per- 
centage. Then  came  this— that  in  the  case  of  a  certificate  regard- 
ing milk,  butter,  or  any  article  liable  to  decomposition,  the  analyst 
•shall  specially  report  whether  any  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
composition  of  the  article  which  would  interfere  with  the  analysis. 
This  certificate  said  nothing  about  the  article  being  liable  to 
decomposition  and  contained  no  statement  that  a  change  had 
taken  place  which  would  interfere  with  the  analysis.  It  was  said 
that  defect  in  the  certificate  was  cured  by  the  presence  of  the 
analyst  and  his  examination  in  court.  Although  he  did  not 
.think  it  necessary  finally  to  decide  that  point,  he  was  by  no 
■means  satisfied  such  a  defect  could  be  so  cured.  He  wished  to 
•express  his  own  opinion  that  it  wa3  extremely  important  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  article  was  liable  to  decomposition,  that  that 

,  .direction  should  be  fulfilled.  It  was  a  statut  >ry  condition  of  the 
prosecution  that  a  certificate  should  be  given  showing  that  an 
offence  had  been  committed.  If  the  article  was  one  in  which  de- 
composition could  have  any  bearing  on  the  offence,  in  his  opinion 
that  direction  ought  to  be  fulfilled.  He  abstained  from  expressing 
any  opinion  whether  in  cases  in  which  decomposition  might  affect 
the  condition  of  the  article  from  the  point  of  view  of  an  offence 
having  been  committed,  the  absence  of  that  statement  could  be 

.  .cured  by  evidence  given.  He  thought  that  in  all  cases  in  which 
it  was  shown  that  the  analyst  was  if  opinion  that  decomposition 


might  affect  the  result  of  the  analysis,  he  ought  to  comply  with 
it.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  further  in  thi9  case,  because  he  thought 
the  second  objection  was  a  fatal  one. 

The  second  objection  was  raised  in  this  way  :  whether  the 
Magistrates  were  right  in  holding  on  the  facts  that  there  was  no 
standard  for  the  percentage  of  acetic  acid  to  be  present  in 
vinegar  of  squills,  and  whether  they  were  right  in  hold- 
ing that  there  was  a  sale  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser. 
They  had  prefaced  that  by  a  finding  that,  having  regard 
to  the  extent  of  the  deficiency  of  acetic  acid,  howsoever  arising, 
the  drug  was  not  composed  of  the  ingredients  in  such  proportions 
as  demanded  by  the  purchaser,  and  that  the  sale  was  accordingly 
to  his  prejudice,  and  it  was  not  material  to  consider  whether  the 
medicinal  properties  of  the  drug  were  affected,  a  That  would 
amount  to  this  —they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  immaterial 
to  consider  whether  or  not  there  was  less  acetic  acid  in  the  article 
as  sold  to  the  purchaser  than  the  purchaser  would  have  required 
if  he  had  known  the  drug  had  been  kept,  or  if  he  had  known  that 
circumstances  might  have  reduced  the  quantity  of  acetic  acid, 
because  if  made  in  the  way  described  in  the  B.P.  it  would  have 
considerably  more  acetic  acid  than  this  would  have.  It  was 
agreed  the  article  as  stated  in  the  B.P.,  which  was  the  standard 
relied  on,  if  made  in  a  particular  way  would  originally  have  a 
certain  amount  of  acetic  acid  in  it.  It  was  also  agreed  there  was 
no  direction  in  the  B.P.  that  the  vinegar  of  squills  would  have, 
when  it  was  kept,  a  given  amount  of  acetic  acid.  It  was  not  a 
statement  to  be  found  in  the  B  P.,  nor  to  his  mind  was  it  the  fact, 
that  a  purchaser  when  he  asked  for  vinegar  of  squills  wanted 
acetic  acid,  or  knew  anything  about  the  amount.  Therefore  it 
seemed  to  him  that  that  which  the  Magistrates  had  excluded  from 
their  consideration— namely,  the  materiality  of  the  presence  of 
that  element  in  the  vinegar  of  squills — was  a  matter  which  they 
certainly  ought  to  have  considere  1.  One  might  state  it  in  another 
way.  Say  that  vinegar  of  squills,  properly  made,  might  contain 
4-8  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid,  and  that  vinegar  of  squills  properly 
kept  would,  by  the  internal  action  of  the  drug  itself,  go  through 
some  change  which  woul  1  reduce  the  acetic  acid,  but  still,  from 
the  point  of  viaw  of  the  drug,  it  would  be  none  the  worse.  That 
was  a  possible  hypothesis  which  was  excluded  from  consideration 
by  the  decision  of  the  tribunal.  He  was,  therefore,  of  opinion 
that  there  was  not  any  material  evidence  that  the  purchaser  had 
demanded,  in  asking  for  vinegar  of  squills,  the  preparation  of 
acetic  acid  which  would  be  present  in  new  vinegar  of  squills,  but 
which  would  be,  or  might  be,  absent  from  perfectly  properly  made 
vinegar  of  squills  which  had  been  properly  kept  for  some  time. 
Therefore,  this  conviction  could  not  be  supported,  because  the 
hypothetical  standard  which  the  Bench  had  set  up  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  whether  an  offence  had  been  committed  was  not 
the  standard  which  ought  to  be  set  up  in  favour  of  a  man  who 
a-sked  to  be  supplied  with  vinegar  of  squills.  What  he  had 
endeavoured  to  make  clear  with  regard  to  this  point  brought  out 
in  relief  how  important  in  some  cases  the  certificate  as  to  the 
result  of  the  decomposition  might  be.  He  was  of  opinion,  certainly 
on  the  second  ground,  that  the  conviction  could  not  be  supported, 
and  if  it  had  been  necessary  to  deal  with  the  first  ground  he  was 
by  no  means  certain  that  there  would  not  be  a  serious  objection 
to  this  proceeding. 

Mr.  Justice  Wills  sxid  he  agreed  entirely  with  the  judgment  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice.  He  only  wished  to  add  that  the  certificate 
was  made  by  Act  of  Parliament  a  document  of  very  great 
importance,  to  which  consequences  were  attached  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  which  would  not  naturally  attach  to  it.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  of  great  importance  that  the  certificate 
should  comply  in  all  respects  with  the  Act  of  Parliament.  The 
analyst  knew  perfectly  well  whether  a  substance  was  liable  to 
spontaneous  decomposition  or  whether  it  was  not.  In  this  case  it 
was  so.  Under  these  circumstances  he  thought  the  analyst  was 
bound  to  fulfil  the  obligation  imposed  by  the  last  clause  in  the 
schedule  of  the  Act.  The  certificate  of  the  analyst  was  made  a 
condition  precedent  to  any  prosecution,  and  it  ought  to  be  properly 
certified.  He  did  not  think  that  was  done  if  the  analyst,  knowing 
a  subject  was  liable  to  decomposition,  failed  to  make  that  clear. 
The  analyst  had  to  make  a  statement,  one  way  or  the  other,  on 
which  would  depend  the  question  whether  any  offence  was  or  was 
not  committed.  On  the  second  point  he  entirely  agreed  with  what 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  had  said. 

Mr.  Justice  Channell  said  he  agreed  with  the  judgments 
delivered.  He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  give  a  judgment 
on  Mr.  Compton  Smith's  point  that  the  objection  to  the  certificate 
was  one  which  possibly  might  have  been  waived  and  cured  by  the 
fact  that  parole  evidence  was  in  fact  given  by  the  analyst  himself 
on  the  point.  It  was  not  necessary  to  say  whether  that  was  a 
good  point  or  not,  having  regard  to  their  views  on  the  second 
point.  In  his  view  the  Magistrates  misconstrued  the  words  of  the 
note  upon  this  matter  contained  in  the  schedule  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament.  Thst  note  was  that  in  the  case  of  a  certificate 
regarding  milk,  butter,  or  any  such  article  liable  to  decomposition 
the  analyst  should  specially  report  whether  any  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  constitution  of  the  article  that  would  interfere  with 
the  analysis.    He  did  not  think  "  interfere  with  the  analysis  " 


558 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


T April  4,  1903 


meant,  as  the  Magistrates  seemed  to  hive  thought,  prevent  the 
possibility  of  accurately  analysing  the  substance  as  it  existed 
at  the  time  of  the  attempted  analysis.  That  was  what  the 
Magistrates  said.  They  said  that  the  decomposition  to  which 
vinegar  of  squills  was  liable  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  the 
article  incapable  of  accurate  analysis.  He  thought  "interfere 
with  the  analysis"  meant  prevent  the  analysis  being  effective  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  what  the  constitution  of  the  article  was  at 
the  time  of  the  sale.  Where  the  article  was  an  article  which 
varied  in  its  composition,  so  that  at  one  time  it  would  contain  more 
of  a  particular  ingredient  than  another,  then  the  analyst  ought  in 
his  certificate  to  state  that  no  change  had  taken  place  at  the  time 
of  his  analysis  which  would  prevent  it  showing  what  the  condition 
of  the  substance  was  when  it  was  sold.  The  result  of  that  was 
the  analyst  here  did  not  give  a  proper  certificate,  and  un- 
doubtedly if  it  had  been  the  sole  evidence  it  would  be  a  fatal 
objection.  He  did  not  give  any  evidence  on  the  point  whether  it 
was  a  defect  of  a  character  which  might  be  cured  by  supplementing 
it  with  parole  evidence.  On  the  other  point  he  had  nothing  to  add. 
The  appeal  was  accordingly  allowed. 


Other  Cases. 

A  Price  Agreement. 

At  the  Manchester  County  Court  on  March  27,  before  Judge 
Parry,  the  Sales  Company  (Limited),  London,  sued  Messrs. 
Hall  Brothers,  Rupert  Works,  Radcliffe,  for  211.  for  alleged 
breach  of  agreement.  The  defendants  had  agreed  to  the 
plaintiffs'  terms  not  to  sell  Fels  Naptha  soap  to  retailers 
below  the  fixed  price — viz.,  100  bars  for  16j\  8^.,  to  be 
retailed  at  2\d.  per  bar.  The  defendants  had  a  customer  at 
Middleton  named  Frankland,  and  the  plaintiffs  discovered 
that  on  one  occasion,  in  August  last,  Frankland  received  a 
rebate  of  3d.  on  his  account  for  the  soap.  When  it  came  to 
the  defendants'  side  of  the  question,  Frankland  said  the 
traveller  had  not  a  cigar  on  him  when  he  paid  the  account, 
and  he  got  3d.  to  buy  one.  The  Judge  did  not  consider  this 
a  breach  of  the  agreement,  and  dismissed  the  case. 

The  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited). 

In  the  Dublin  Chancery  Division,  before  the  Vice- Chancellor, 
on  March  31,  the  above  case  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  Herbert  Wilson,  B.L.  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Carson  & 
McDowell,  solicitors,  Belfast),  applied,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Hugh 
Smiley,  the  liquidator  of  the  company,  for  an  order  of  the 
Court  to  sanction  two  provisional  agreements  for  the  sale  of 
the  company's  property.  Counsel  moved  on  the  affidavit  of 
the  liquidator,  which  showed  that  it  was  proposed  to  sell  to 
a  Mr.  Fyvie  the  business  of  the  company  at  Coleraine — the 
stock-in-trade  for  423Z.  Is.  5d.  and  the  book  debts  for  300Z.  i 

The  second  provisional  agreement  dealt  with  premises  in 
Newry,  and  the  case  of  a  Mr.  John  McCrae,  who  had  also  been 
a  vendor  to  the  company.  There  had  been  a  good  deal  of 
friction  between  Mr.  McCrae's  solicitor  and  the  liquidator 
over  this,  but  it  was  now  at  an  end,  counsel  said,  it  being 
settled  that  Mr.  McCrae  owed  the  company  248Z.  for  goods 
supplied,  and  the  company  were  in  his  debt  to  the  extent  of 
2001.  Mr.  McCrae  now  sought  to  purchase  the  fixtures  for 
35Z.  and  to  take  over  the  premises,  giving  the  company  50/. 
for  the  book  debts  as  they  stand. 

His  Lordship  sanctioned  the  agreements,  and  by  his  order 
declared  the  liquidator  entitled  to  his  costs. 


Trade  Law. 

Tbs  Rhodamlne  Dye  Case. — In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on 
April  1,  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  Lords  Justices  Romer 
and  Cozens-Hardy,  the  case  of  the  Badische  Anilin  und  Soda 
Fabrik  v.  the  Cliemische  Fabrik  was  heard  on  appeal  by  the 
defendants  from  an  order  of  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  who  had  refused  to 
discharge  an  order  for  the  service  of  a  writ  upon  the  defendants 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  (C.  &  D,  March  14,  page  426).  After 
hearing  Mr.  Asquith  in  support  of  the  appeal  and  Mr.  Cripps 
against  it,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Court  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  learned  judge  below.  No 
sufficient  ground  had  been  shown  for  setting  aside  the  order  for 
service  of  the  writ  out  of  the  jurisdiction  and  the  appeal  would  be 
dismissjd. 

Vnreturned  Syphons.— In  the  High  Court  on  March  27 
Mr.  Justice  Wright  decided  the  action  Barnet  Aerated-water 
Co  npany  v.  Findlater  &  Co.,  which  was  brought  to  recover  the 
price  of  syphons,  cases,  and  bottles.  The  plaintiff  company  had 
supplied  defendants  with  aerated  waters  on  condition  that  the 


bottles  should  be  returned  within  thirty  days,  and,  if  not  re- 
turned in  good  condition,  the  value  was  to  be  paid.  Plaintiffs 
claimed  103/.  for  1,038  syphons  at  2s.  each,  107.  5s.  for  eighty- two 
cases,  and  9/.  10s.  2d.  for  1,141  bottles.  The  defence  was  that 
plaintiffs  had  undertaken  the  responsibility  of  the  syphons  not 
being  returned  in  consideration  of  being  paid  2s.  per  syphon 
instead  of  Is.  9(7.,  which  defendants  had  formerly  paid  Messrs. 
Idris  Plaintiffs  repudiated  this  suggestion,  and  his  Lordship 
said  it  was  most  improbable  that  an  arrangement  should  have 
been  made  on  the  terms  suggested  by  defendants,  considering 
the  cost  and  value  of  the  syphons.  He  gave  judgment  for 
plaintiffs  for  123/.  lis.  2d.,  less  the  value  of  any  syphons  returned 
in  good  condition. 

Pels  MTaptha  Soap.— The  proprietors  of  this  soap  have 
sought  to  restrain  by  injunction  two  parties  from  selling  soaps  of 
alike  nature— viz.,  "Rock  oil  naphtha  soap,"  made  by  Messrs. 
Hudson  &  Simpson  and  "  Christopher's  naphtha  soap."  The 
plaintiffs  claimed  that  by  extensive  advertising  to  the  public  and 
other  methods  from  1894  to  the  present  time  the  trade  name 
"  Naptha  soap "  had  become  identified  with  their  article,  of 
which  172,000  bars  were  sold  from  February  to  July,  1900, 
1,500,000  bars  from  September,  1900,  to  November,  1901,  and 
nearly  10£  millions  from  July  to  December,  1902.  It  was  further 
claimed  that  the  soap  made  by  the  first-named  defendants  con- 
tained little  naphtha,  and  that  of  the  second  none  but  naphthalin. 
Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  dismissed  both  actions  with  costs,  holding 
that  the  title  "  Naptha  soap  "is  descriptive,  and  that  a  secondary 
meaning,  to  the  effect  that  the  title  had  by  advertising  been  ac- 
quired by  the  plaintiffs,  had  not  in  fact  been  acquired  and  could  not 
be  so  acquired.  In  one  sense  they  might  have  a  right  to  complain 
if  other  persons  sold  "  naptha  soap  "  containing  no  naphtha.  But, 
his  Lordship  asked,  what  right  could  that  give  them  to  sue  in  this 
Court  for  an  injunction,  if  they  themselves  had  not  got  the  right 
to  the  trade  name  ?  While  there  might  be  room  for  other  pro- 
ceedings under  a  certain  statute,  the  plaintiffs  had  no  such  right 
to  sue. 

What  are  Bonbons?— In  a  case  heard  at  Southwark 
Police  Court  on  March  26,  a  Bermondsey  firm  of  wholesale  con- 
fectioners and  chocolate-manufacturers  was  summoned  for  offences 
under  the  Factory  Act,  1901,  six  summonses  relating  to  the 
employment  of  persons  under  18  after  8  p.m.,  and  six  in  respect 
to  allowing  women  to  work  overtime.  Mr.  Ellerton,  who  appeared 
for  the  defendants,  pleaded  guilty  to  six  summonses  in  respect 
to  young  persons,  but  claimed  that  in  regard  to  the  other  sumj 
monses  the  women  were  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  chocolates 
called  bonbons  and  in  fancy-box  making,  and  in  the  Act  manu- 
facturers of  bonbons  and  fancy  boxe3  were  exempted.  The 
factory  inspector  submitted  that  the  term  "  bonbons  "  in  the  Act 
referred  to  crackers  only.  Mr.  Ellerton  said  that  "  bonbons  "  was 
a  well-known  trade  term  for  fancy  chocolates.  In  1896  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  confectionery  trade  waited  upon  the  Home  Secretary 
in  respect  to  this  point.  They  were  referred  to  the  chief  factory 
inspector,  who  led  them  to  believe  that  they  were  safe  on  the 
term  "bonbon."  The  inspector  pointed  out  that  in  the  Act  the 
exemption  read,  "  Bonbons  and  Christmas  gifts."  This  clearly 
indicated  that  crackers  were  denoted  by  bonbons.  Mr.  Paul 
Taylor  said  the  summonses  relating  to  women  employed  in  the 
making  of  these  bonbons  would  be  adjourned,  in  order  that  the 
defendants  might  approach  the  Home  Office  on  the  matter.  He 
imposed  penalties  in  the  other  cases. 


Bankruptcies  ant>  ^failures. 


Be  Reginald  Betts,  lately  trading  as  a  Chemist  at  Market 
Hill,  Framlingham. — The  Official  Receiver  of  the  Ipswich  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  intimates  that  it  is  intended  to  pay  a  first  and  final 
dividend,  and  all  debts  must  be  proved  by  April  4.  , 

Be  J.  W.  Thomas  &  Co.  (Limited),  trading  as  Chemists  and 
Druggists  at  Market  Street,  Hebden  Bridge. — Last  week  meetings 
of  the  shareholders  and  creditors  of  this  company  were  held,  and 
a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  shareholders  to  the  effect  that  the 
company  could  not,  by  reason  of  its  liabilities,  continue  its  busi- 
ness, and  that  it  was  desirable  to  wind  up  the  same,  and  that 
Mr.  Cress.  Crabtree,  chartered  accountant,  Hebden  Bridge,  be 
appointed  liquidator  for  the  purposes  of  such  winding-up. 

Be  Edwakd  Ernest  Bbunsden,  14  Body  Road,  Reading, 
Chemist's  Assistant. — According  to  the  Official  Receiver's  observa- 
tions, the  debtor  states  he  is  at  present  employed  as  a  chemist's 
assistant,  and  gives  as  the  cause  of  his  insolvency  "  my  wife's 
petition  for  judicial  separation,  and  pressure  for  the  payment  of 
costs  incurred  thereby."  His  deficiency  account  shows  income 
since  March  14,  1902,  110/. ;  household  expenses  have  been  109/.  ; 
costs  of  the  action  are  estimated  at  50?.,  and  other  expenses 
therewith  21/.  Is.  The  statement  of  affairs  shows  liabilities 
71/.  Is.,  and  the  only  asset  is  a  watch  and  chain,  valued  at  11. 
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Be  Park,  Macfadyen  &  Co.,  24  Lime  Street,  E.C.,  and  else- 
where, West  Indian  Merchants. — At  a  sitting  of  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court,  held  on  March  27,  W.  C.  C.  Park  and  J.  J. 
Macfadyen,  two  members  of  this  firm,  who  also  carried  on  busi- 
ness at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  as  "Turnbull  &  Co.,"  and  at  69  Wall 
Street,  New  York,  as  "  Park,  Son  &  Co.,"  attended  before  Mr. 
Kegistrar  Brougham  for  public  examination.  A  letter  was  read 
from  the  other  partner,  James  Park,  to  the  effect  that  he  is  in 
employment  in  New  York,  but  would  present  himself  at  the  court 
for  examination  directly  he  returned  to  England.  The  accounts 
hied  under  the  proceedings  show  total  liabilities  759,160?  5s  9d 
(unsecured  205,000/.  15s.  8d,),  and  net  assets  133,937?.  12s  Ud 
In  the  course  of  a  lengthy  examination  W.  C.  C.  Park  said  the 
farm  was  founded  in  Glasgow  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Witness 
entered  the  house  as  a  salaried  employe  in  1854  and  became  a 
partner  in  1880.  The  business  consisted  of  a  general  export  busi- 
ness to  Jamaica.  They  supplied  the  island  with  stores  of  every 
description-clothing,  dry-goods,  drugs,  chemicals,  soft-goods 
boots  and  shoes,  and,  in  fact,  everything  from  whisky  to  reaping- 
no  i  s.  They  also  financed  the  planters,  and  carried  on  a  small 
banking-business  for  the  convenience  of  their  customers,  and  at 
the  date  of  the  failure  a  considerable  amount  was  due  in  respect 
?!  ??0SHts,-  He  exPllme<3  mar>y  details  of  the  business,  and 
Mr.  Macfadyen  was  also  examined.  The  examination  of  those 
two  debtors  was  then  ordered  to  be  concluded. 

Be  Ashmobe  &  Son,  38  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  and  44  Wall 
Street,  New  York,  Merchants.— The  debtors,  Arthur  Haliburton 
Ashmore,  Henry  Leslie  Ashmore,  and  Henry  Beckwith  Ashmore 
traded  in  partnership  as  above,  and  on  Thursday,  April  2,  the  first 
meeting  of  their  creditors  was  held  at  the  London  Bankruptcy 
Court  before  Mr.  E.  L  Hough,  senior  Official  Keceiver.  The 
Chairman  reported  that  the  debtor,  Arthur  H.  Ashmore,  had 
stated  that  fifteen  years  ago  he  became  partner  in  a  business  carried 
on  by  his  father  at  6  Mincing  Lane.    The  value  of  the  business 
was  then  taken  at  between  4,000/.  and  5,000? ,  and  he  put  in  no 
capital.    In  January,  1895,  his  brother,  Henry  Leslie  Ashmore 
joined  the  firm,  and  in  November,  1898,  their  father  died,  leaving 
his  share,  valued  at  2,000? ,  in  the  business,  on  interest,  to  be  paid 
to  three  unmarried  daughters.    At  the  end  of  1899  his  cousin, 
Henry  Beckwith  Ashmore,  became  a  partner,  and  in  January  last 
opened  a  branch  office  at  44  Wall  Street,  New  York,  to  represent 
the  firm  as  brokers  for  hemp  only.    The  London  offices  were 
removed  from  6  to  38  Mincing  Lane  in  November,  1901.    It  was 
the  intention  of  the  debtors  to  execute  a  deed  of  assignment 
recently,  and  Messrs.  Cooper  Brothers  prepared  a  statement  of 
affairs,  but  before  the  deed  was  complete!  the  debtors  ascertained 
that  at  least  one  firm  would  reject  its  terms,  and  they  filed  their 
own  peUtion  at  the  Court  on  March  19.    The  failure  was  attri- 
buted to  want  of  capital  and  losses  on  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
goods.    A  statement  of  affairs  had  been  placed  in  his  hands 
showing  total  liabilities  58,228?.,  of  which  10,057?.  were  expected 
to  rank  against  assets  2,451?.,  after  deducting  76?.  for  preferential 
claims.    The  assets  consisted  of  stock-in-trade  27?,,  furniture  50? 
bills  of  exchange  85?.,  cash  129?.,  book  debts  198? ,  and  an  esti- 
mated surplus  of   2,037/.  from  warrants  deposited  with  fully- 
secured  creditors.    In  the  absence  of  a  quorum,  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  for  three  weeks,  the  public  examination  of  the  debtors 
being  fixed  for  May  13.    Appended  is  a  list  of  the  principal 
creditors,  viz. : — . 


Unsecured. 

Anglo  -  American 
Telegraph  Co. 

Causton  &  Sons 
(Limited),  Sir  J. 

Commercial  Cable 
Company 

Compagnie  Gene- 
rale  de  Tabacos 

Dalton  &  Young... 

Dodge  &  Olcott... 

Quincey  &  Son  ... 

Sanderson  &  Co. 


d. 


33  10  0 
10  0  0 
32  16  0 


120 
578 
3,014 
249 
80 


Fully  Secured. 


Cox  &  Co.        ...  2,269  0 

Glass,  L.  &  Co.  ...  81  19 

Lambert  &  Strong  1,971  13 

Lewis  &  Peat    ...  1,195  0 

Marshall  &  French  1,055  0 

Parr's  Bank      ...  1,779  0 

Sargant  &  Sons...  1,335  0 


d. 


£  s. 

Partly  Secured. 

Brandt's   Sons  & 

Co   7,500    0  0 

(Security  valued  at  3,458/.) 
Hicks  &  Ashmore  1,577  7  3 
(Security  valued  at  1,506?.  9s.  6d.) 
Figgis  &  Co.  ...  8,293  1  10 
(Security  valued  at  8,078?.  5s.  Id.) 
Miiller,  Schall  & 

Co   1,374    2  6 

(Security  valued  at  1,140?.  2s.  6(?.) 
Rechnagel,  J.  H, 

&  Son   2,278  15  3 

(Estimated  value  of  security, 

1,779?.) 

Smith  <fc  Schipper  3,908    8  10 
(Security  valued  at  3,128?.) 

Preferential. 

Rent    86    6  0 

Rates  &  salaries...       76    1  5 


<5a3ette. 


Soap  to  the  value  of  .$169,035  was  imported  into  Canada  during 
the  six  months  ending  December,  1902,  against  sl58,585  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  1901.  Of  this  amount  the  United  States 
supplied  §124,700,  Great  Britain  S15.700,  and  "other  countries" 
$28,500. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Hoskln,  T.,  and  Soden.  W.  N.,  under  the  style  of  Hoskin 
&  Soden,  Amhurst  Park,  London,  N.,  and  Amhurst  Road, 
London,  N.E.,  surgeons,  &c. 

Hurany ,  W.  R..,  Huraby,  D.  M.,  and  Humby,  W.  J., 

under  the  style  of  Messrs.  Humby,  Newgate  Street,  E.C., 
dentists  ;  so  far  as  regards  W.  J.  Humby. 

Mould,  M.  !■■  C,  and  Stockwell,  W.,  under  the  style  of 
Marie  Elsie,  Stamford,  Lincolnshire,  mineral-water  manu- 
facturers. 

Soutb  Hfrican  mews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Eligible  for  Licence. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Colonial 
Medical  Council  at  Cape  Town  on  February  17,  the  issue  of 
licences  as  medical  practitioners  was  recommended  to  Drs. 
F.  J.  Allen,  A.  S.  Arthur,  P.  Bayley,  A.  P.  Coskey,  A.  R. 
Carmichael,  R.  Forsyth,  and  H.  Hartley,  and  as  a  dentist  to 
Mr.  G.  H.  M.  Hiorns. 

Transvaal  Notes. — The  business  premises  of  Mr.  E.  W. 
Corry,  wholesale  and  retail  chemist,  Fordsburg,  have  recently 
undergone  extensive  alterations.  The  shop  has  been  doubled 
in  size  permitting  of  a  second  entrance  to  it,  and  thus  greatly 
improving  its  general  appearance. — Lennons'  (Limited)  new 
branch  establishment  at  Fordsburg,  which  has  been  recently 
opened  under  the  management  of  Mr.  W.  Bonthron,  is  another 
handsome  addition  to  the  pharmacies  of  this  neighbourhood, 
the  new  pharmacy  being  much  more  commodious  than  the  old 
one. — The  Red  Cross  Pharmacy,  Kerk  Street,  Johannesburg, 
of  which  Mr.  H.  von  Holtz  is  the  proprietor,  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Government,  along  with  the  remainder  of  the 
building  in  which  it  is  situated,  to  form  a  hostel  for  the  girls 
being  brought  out  from  home  under  the  Women's  Immigration 
Scheme.  Mr.  von  Holtz  will  shortly  remove  into  new  premises 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  which  are  now  in  course  of 
erection  and  nearing  completion. 


Coming  Events. 

Secretaries  should  send  us  notices  by  Wednesday  of  each  week. 

Monday,  April  6. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Dr.  W.  Newton  on  "  The 
Manufacture  of  Iodine  from  Nitrate  Liquors  "  ;  Mr.  Watson 
Smith  on  "  A  New  Modification  of  Coffignier's  Prussian-blue 
Reaction  and  a  Possible  Application  "  ;  and  Dr.  A.  Dupre  on 
"  The  Explosion  of  Potassium  Chlorate  at  St.  Helens." 

Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association,  Church  House,  Church  Street, 
at  8.30  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Tuesday,  April  7. 

Grimsby  Chemists'  Association.    Annual  general  meeting. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association.    Annual  dinner. 

Oxford  Chemists'  Association,  Golden  Cross  Hotel,  at  9  p.m. 

Ordinary  meeting. 
Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association,  Y.M.C.A.  Parlour,  King 

Street,  at  8.45  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting. 

"Wednesday,  April  8. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Chemists'  Association.  Mr.  A.  Payne 
will  give  an  address  on  "  Orthochromatic  Photography  in 
Practice. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Victoria  Hotel,  at 
7.30  p.m.    Annual  meeting. 


The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  North  Staffordshire  Chemists' 
Association  is  arranged  for  April  16,  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Hanley. 
Tickets  can  be  had  from  Mr.  Edmund  Jones,  Hanley. 

Storing  Liquorice-juice.— In  the  High  Courts  on  Thursday, 
April  2,  damages  were  claimed  by  Messrs.  Grosscurth  &  Co.,  for 
the  proprietors  of  Chamberlain's  Wharf  in  Tooley  Street,  E.C.,  for 
breach  of  contract  and  of  duty  as  warehousemen.  The  plaintiffs 
alleged  that  defendants  had  been  negligent  in  storing  3C0  cases  of 
"Grasso"  brand  of  liquorice-juice  consigned  to  plaintiffs  in  a 
damp  warehouse,  whereby  they  became  unmerchantable.  Judg- 
ment was  given  for  the  defendants,  with  costs. 
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Westminster  Wtefcom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Bepresentative.') 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Lough  is  putting  energy  into  this  measure,  and  had  it 
down  for  second  reading  on  March  31.  When  the  order  was 
reached  on  Tuesday  evening  it  was  intimated  that  it  had 
been  deferred  till  May  11.  It  does  not  follow,  of  course, 
that  the  Bill  will  be  so  much  as  mentioned  on  that  date, 
except  in  connection  with  a  further  postponement. 

Mr.  Jamas  Bailey,  the  member  for  Walworth,  has 
"  blocked  "  the  Bill  by  giving  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
its  rejection.  Before  this  notice  appeared  on  the  paper  there 
was  no  prospect  of  progress  for  the  measure,  and  therefore 
Mr.  Bailey's  action  is  somewhat  superfluous.  Its  only  use 
will  be  in  the  direction  of  focusing  the  opposition.  I  have 
been  supplied  with  the  following  explanatory  statement : — 

Mr.  Bailey  is  a  director  of  Harrod's  Stores  and  of  Spiers  & 
Pond,  both  of  which  establishments  would  be  seriously  affected 
were  the  Bill  to  become  law.  Under  the  Bill  as  introduced  one  at 
least  of  the  directors  of  such  establishments  would  be  required  to 
be  a  qualified  chemist.  In  both  of  the  establishments  in  question 
there  are  departments  set  aside  for  the  sale  of  medicines,  and  in 
each  case  the  manager  as  well  as  the  assistants  who  dispense  the 
drugs  are  fully  qualified  chemists. 

Mr.  Gilhooly,  the  Nationalist  member  for  West  Cork,  has 
also  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  oppose  the  Bill.  The 
hon.  member  is  a  draper  at  Bantry. 

Poisoning  and  Cremation. 

One  great  objection  against  the  universal  adoption  of 
cremation  in  the  disposal  of  the  dead  has  been  that  many 
crimes  in  which  poisoning  has  been  the  instrument  would 
never  be  detected  ;  indeed,  it  was  stated  by  the  Judge  in  a 
recent  case  that  if  cremation  had  been  adopted  the  prisoner 
who  was  before  him  could  not  have  been  brought  to  justice. 
The  Home  Secretary  has  just  prepared  regulations  under  the 
Cremation  Act  of  last  year  which  it  is  claimed  will  remove 
the  objection  so  far  as  i£js  possible  to  do  so.  When  a  body 
is  presented  for  cremation  the  inquiries  will  be  very  search- 
ing— much  more  minute  than  under  the  existing  system  of 
certificaticn — and  it  is  hoped  that  crime  such  as  poisoning 
will  be  almost  certainly  detected. 

An  Income-tax  Suggestion. 

The  hopes  of  a  reduction  in  the  income-tax  have  been 
almost  dissipated  by  the  revelation  of  a  deficit  cn  the  year's 
finance ;  but  some  sanguine  individuals  not  only  expect 
much,  but  would  like  to  see  some  of  the  little  grievances  of 
the  income-tax  payers  removed.  One  of  those  is  the  double 
payment  which  is  sometimes  made  on  the  same  source  of 
income.  For  instance,  when  a  man  lives  in  England,  but 
draws  his  income  solely  from  Australia,  he  pays  income-tax 
in  both  countries.  Mr.'  Boland  suggested  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  on  Wednesday  that  he  might  take  this 
matter  into  consideration  in  his  forthcoming  Budget ;  but 
Mr.  Ritchie  could  only  shake  his  head  and  say  "  No "  as 
pleasantly  as  possible. 

The  Sale  of  Poisons. 

Mr.  James  O'Connor  (member  for  Wicklow,  West)  asked 
the  Home  Secretary  on  March  26  whether  he  would  consider 
the  advisability  of  introducirg  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  restrictions  upon  the  sale  of  poisons. 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas:  The  hon.  member  will  be  aware  that 
a  Departmental  Committee  appointed  by  the  Lord  Pres'dent 
recently  reported  upon  various  questions  relating  to  the  sale 
of  poisons.  That  report  is  now  under  careful  consideration. 
Wome  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  are  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  the  hon.  member's  question. 

Supply  of  Lymph  in  Scotland. 

The  Lord  Advocate  has  informed  Mr.  Weir  that  parochial 
vaccinators  in  Scotland,  whose  duties  are  confined  to 
vaccinating  defaulters  and  the  children  of  paupers,  receive 
free,  on  application,  supplies  of  glycerinated  calf-lymph  from 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland. 


The  Whisky  Controversy. 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy's  interest  in  the  whisky  question  did  nob 
require  recent  correspondence  to  stimulate  it,  for  several 
years  ago  through  his  instrumentality  a  special  Commission, 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  or  otherwise  of 
all  whisky  being  kept  in  bond  for  at  least  three  years  before 
sale  to  the  public.  Mr.  Healy  is  one  of  those  who  think 
whisky  is  bad,  especially  bad  whisky,  and  on  March  26  he- 
put  two  questions  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with 
the  view  to  bringing  out  some  information  about  the  effect 
of  deleterious  blends  and  spirits,  other  than  that  distilled 
from  malt,  on  lunacy  and  crime.  To  this  the  Chancellor 
replied : — 

The  Government  do  not  exercise  any  supervision  as  regards  the- 
nature  and  quality  of  the  whisky  and  other  spirits  consumed  by 
the  public,  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  this  con- 
nection being  administered  by  the  local  authorities.  I  do  not 
think  that  a  return  of  the  legislation  in  other  countries  as  to  dele- 
terious blends  would  be  likely  to  serve  any  useful  purpose.  The 
Revenue  authorities  possess  a  record  of  materials  used  in  distilla- 
tion, and  the  totals  are  published  annually  in  the  Statistical 
Abstract.  A  return  of  the  materials  used  by  each  individal  dis- 
tiller would  be  a  very  invidious  one,  and  I  cannot  think  it  desir- 
able.—    '  .•        y_  -     _.  .,.X 

Mr.  Healy  had  another  question  on  the  paper,  asking  whether 
there  are  any  official  reports  showing  that  guarantees  and 
statements  as  to  age  affixed  by  blenders  to  whisky  bottled 
in  bond  are  often  false  or  exaggerated ;  why  the  Customs 
and  Excise  refuse  to  officially  guarantee  the  age  of  whisky 
bottled  in  bond,  which  they  know  to  be  correct,  but  allow 
incorrect  descriptions  to  be  used  by  blenders ;  and  why 
certificates  of  analysis  from  leading  analysts,  to  give  colour 
to  frauds,  are  often  placed  on  the  bottles  under  Government 
supervision.  The  Chancellor  was  not  aware  of  any  such 
official  reports,  and  said  that  the  control  over  labels  affixed 
to  goods  in  bond  cannot  be  adequately  discussed  within  the 
limits  of  an  answer  to  a  question.  The  practice  of  the 
Revenue  Board  is  to  limit  themselves  almost  entirely  to 
prohibiting  the  use  of  labels  implying  any  Government- 
guarantee  of  accuracy,  and  to  preventing  any  gross  mis- 
description of  foreign  spirits  as  British,  and  vice  versa.  He 
could  not  undertake  to  alter  this  practice. 

Lord  Wemyss  and  the  Shops  Bill. 

I  mentioned  last  week  that  Lord  Wemyss  had  intimated 
his  intention  of  moving  the  rejection  of  Lord  Avebury's- 
Shops  (Early-closing)  Bill  when  it  reaches  the  third  reading 
stage  in  the  Upper  Chamber.  His  Lordship  has  now  placed 
the  text  of  his  motion  on  the  paper.  It  is  as  follows,  and 
it  may  be  taken  as  the  outline  of  the  speech  which  he  is  no 
doubt  preparing  in  these  moments  of  leisure : — 

To  move  to  resolve  that  legislative  interference  with  freedom  of 
contract  and  the  liberty  of  labour  of  full-grown  persons  is  contrary  ■ 
to  the. hereditary  rights  of  a  free  people;  that  these  rights  are 
taken  away  by  the  Shops  (Early-closing)  Bill  v  and  this  House 
declines  to  proceed  further  with  a  measure  hurtful  alike  to  trade 
and  industry  which  would  press  cruelly  on  small  shopkeepers  and 
their  working-class  customers,  and  for  the  first  time  in  modern  , 
legislation  limits  the  hours  of  free  adult  labour. 

The  Bill  as  amended  in  Committee  was  reported  to  the 
House  on  March  27. 

Prevention  of  Cobruption. 

The  Bill  dealing  with  secret  commissions  has  now  come- 
down to  the  House  of  Commons  from  the  House  of  Lords.  It 
stands  for  second  reading  on  Monday  next. 

Sheep-scab  Bill. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (Mi.  Hanbury)- 
on  March  31  moved  the  second  readiDg  of  a  Bill  to  remedy 
a  defect  in  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act.  At  present 
County  Councils  have  power  to  order  dipping  of  sheep  when 
scab .  actually  breaks  out,  or  as  a  condition  precedent  to- 
moving.  The  present  Bill  proposes  to  give  County  Councils 
power  to  order  dipping  apart  from  either  of  those  conditions. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Trade. 


The  Badische  Anilin-und  Soda-Fabrik  (manufacturers  of  syn- 
thetic indigoj  have  been  given  permission  to  establish  a  factory  in. 
Austria- Hungary. 
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THIS  Bill  was  published  by  Messrs.  Eyre  &  Spottiswoode, 
East  Harding  Street,  EC.,  cn  Thursday,  price  lkd.  (by 
post  2d.).  It  is  backed  "Mr.  Lough,  supported  by  Mr. 
Marshall  Hall,  Mr.  Remnant,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  Ellis 
Griffith,  Mr.  Wanklyn,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  Mr.  Tomkinson, 
and  Mr.  Osmond  Williams."  It  is  entitled,  "  A  Bill  to 
Alter  and  Amend  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  1852  and  1833."  It  is 
prefaced  by  the  following  :— 

.  -  -  Memorandum. 
The  objects  of  this  Bill  are  : — • 

(a)  To  check  the  modern  and  growing  practice  on  the  part  of  a 
duly  qualified  person  to  open  and  carry  on  divers  shops  for  the 
sale  of  poisons,  whereby  adequate  protection  is  not  afforded  to  the 
persons  frequenting  the  same,  by  providing  that  every  such  shop 
shall  be  under  the  bond-fide  personal  conduct  and  supervision  of 
a  duly  qualified  person. 

(6)  To  put  an  end  to  the  abuses  at  present  attending  the 
hawking  of  poisons,  and  to  better  regulate  the  sale  of  the  same 
by  providing  that  no  poison  shall  be  sold  except  in  a  shop  which 
shall  first  have  been  duly  registered. 

(r)  To  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  a  register  of  shops  where 
poisons  may  be  sold,  and  also  a  register  of  the  duly  qualified 
chemists  bond-fide  conducting  each  such  shop,  and  to  enable  the 
registrar  from  time  to  time  to  make  corrections  in  and  additions 
to  the  same. 

(d)  To' provide  that  the  compounding  of  prescriptions  shall  be 
in  the  hands  only  of  persons  duly  qualified  to  sell  ''poisons." 

(e)  To  require  that  companies  keeping  open  shops  for  the  sale 
of  poisons  shall  be  managed  by  duly  qualified  chemists  as 
directors. 

(/)  To  extend  to  corporate  bodies  certain  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Pharmacy  Acts,  1852  and  1888,  from  which  they  are  at 
present  exempt  by  reason  of  the  decision  of  the  Hou33  of  Lords 
in  the  case  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  the  London  aid  Pro- 
vincial Supply  Association  (Limited),"  Law  Roports,  13 3 3,  Appsil 
Cases,  857. 

(q)  To  facilitate  the  examination  of  persons  desiring  to  qualify 
as  chemists  and  druggists,  and  to  enable  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  accept  certain  certificates  of  kindred  bodies  in  lieu  of 
examination. 

Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat. 

We  understand  that  the  honour  of  securing  Mr  Lo'igh  as 
sponsor  for  the  Pharmacy  Bill  belongs  to  Me.  T.  H.  W.  Idris, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- Jones,  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  and  Mr.  John 
Holding,  of  169  Hemingford  Road,  Barnsbury,  N.  The  last- 
named  gentleman  really  settled  the  matter. 

Newspap2r=comment 

on  this  measure  does  not  reveal,  as  a  rule,  much  in- 
terest in  it.  Most  of  our  contemporaries  content  them- 
selves with  reproducing  the  statement  sent  to  them  on 
behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  which  we  printed  last 
week.  The  Times  does  this  in  its  "  Political  Notes,"  and  all 
the  other  London  newspapers,  besides  many  provincial 
dailies.  The  following  are  some  of  the  more  intelligent 
original  remarks  :— 

A  useful  little  measure  for  making  the  restrictions  upon  the 
sale  of  poisons  more  effective. — Daily  Neios. 

The  Bill  is  drawn  with  the  view  of  making  the  restrictions 
upon  the  sale  of  poisons  more  effective,  as  recent  poisoning-eases 
have  shown  that  some  alteration  of  the  law  is  absolutely  necessary 
in  the  general  public  interest. — Glasgow  Herald. 

A  measure  of  even  greater  interest  to  the  public  than  to  the 
trade.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  the  elimination  of  the  unqualified 
dispenser.  To  most  people  the  information  will  come  as  a 
surpiise  that  under  the  law  as  it  stands  drugs,  and  even  poisons, 
may  be  dispensed  by  unqualified  persons.  Such,  however,  seems 
■to  be  one  of  the  unexpected  by-products  of  the  Companies  Acti. 
The  provisions  are  so  obviously  in  the  public  interest  that  it  is 
difficult  to  see  on  what  ground  objection  can  be  made  to  them. — 
Dundee  Advertiser. 

The  changes  may  be  beneficial,  but  it  is  obvious  that  they 
hardly  touch  the  main  point.  This  Bill  will  not  in  any  sensible 
degree  make  it  less  easy  for  poison  to  be  procured  by  those  who 
deliberately  intend  to  make  improper  use  of  it.  There  are  some 
poisons,  of  course,  the  sale  of  which  cannot  be  restricted,  such  as 
the  potent  acids,  or  others  from  which  the  public  can  only  bs 
partially  safeguarded,  such  as  the  materials  used  in  photography. 
Naturally  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  the  interests  of  its 
members,  would  desire  the  sale  of  these  and  similar  poisons 
restricted  to  qualified  chemists,  but  the  Home  Office  is  only  doing 
its  duty  in  seeing  that  arts  and  industries  are  not  prejudicially 


affected.  The  class  of  poisons,  however,  which  are  purely 
medical — such  as  aconite,  belladonna,  nux  vomica,  and  their  active 
principles — should  on  no  account  be  allowed  to  pass  into  the  hands 
of  the  public.  They  are  the  chosen  weapons  of  the  professional 
poisoner,  and  their  sale,  except  for  the  purpose  of  medical 
prescriptions,  should  be  absolutely  prohibited. —  Wolverhampton 
Express. 

The  last  is  an  editorial  note  which  appeared  simultaneously 
in  other  papers,  and  may  therefore  be  taken  as  syndicated 
sapiency. 

North  Staffs  M.P.s 

have  received  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Edmund  Jones, 
Secretary  of  the  County  Chemists'  Association  : — 

Honourable  Sir, — On  behalf  of  the  above  Association  I 
respectfully  and  cordially  invite  you  to  cur  annual  dinner  on 
April  16  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Hanley.  You  are  probably  aware 
that  a  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Bill  has  been  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  this  Session,  and  it  might  interest  you  to  meet 
your  constituents  whom  this  Bill  concerns.  We  trust  you  will  see 
your  way  clear  to  honour  the  Association  with  your  presence. 

Th2  Companies  and  the  Bill. 

At  a  representative  meeting  of  the  Drug  Companies  Asso- 
ciation held  in  London  it  has  been  decided  to  offer  vigorous 
opposition  to  the  Bill.  The  Association  represents  some 
millions  of  capital  invested  in  the  trade,  says  the  Daily 
News,  and  "  is  of  opinion  that  there  are  in  the  Bill  clauses, 
especially  those  dealing  with  the  qualifications  of  directors, 
which  would  make  for  the  entire  subversion  of  modern 
business-methods  as  carried  on  by  limited  companies.  These 
clauses  in  the  measure  before  Parliament  enable  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  to  interfere  with  the  shareholders'  choice 
of  directors  by  narrowing  those  eligible  down  to  a  very 
limited  body,  whose  experience,  it  is  contended,  is,  except  in 
a  very  few  cases,  more  professional  than  financial." 

The  Drug-companies  Association  (Limited)  was  formed  in  July, 
1898,  when  the  Poisonous  Substances  Bill  was  before  Parliament, 
and  legislation  in  regard  to  limited  company  druggists  seemed 
near  at  hand.    It  has  a  nominal  capital  of  10,000/,  and  the  first 
subscribers  were  the  managing  directors  of  H^nry  Hodder  &  Co. 
(Limited),  Inmans  (Limited),  Taylor's  Drug  Company  (Limitei), 
Day's  Metropolitan   Drug   Company    (Limited)*    Boots  Cash 
Chemists  (Limited),  Parke's  Drug  Stores  (Limited),  and  Lewis  & 
Burrows  (Limited).    The  objects  of  the  association  are  to  support 
and  protect  the  character,  status,  and  interests  of  companies 
carrying  on  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists,  by  Parlia- 
mentary action,  by  prosecuting  and  defending  legal  proceedings 
in  the  interests  of  such  companies,  and  by  supplying  such  com- 
panies with  legal  and  other  advice. 


DeatD0. 


Emslie. — The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  Jamas  Christie 
Emslie,  after  a  severe  operation,  late  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and 
Montana,  St.  Margaret's,  Middlesex,  and  for  many  years 
Secretary  to  Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited).    Aged  55. 

HOBBE3. — At  Rochester,  on  March  22.  Mr.  Alfred  Elward 
Hobbes,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  55. 

Hughes.— On  March  21,  at  53  Market  Sfcraet,  Holyhead, 
Mr.  Hugh  Griffith  Hughes,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  90. 

Laing.— At  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  West  Indies,  on 
March  18,  Mr.  Robert  Laing,  chemist  and  aerated-water 
manufacturer.  Aged  33.  Mr.  Laing  was  the  sixth  son  of 
Baillie  Laing,  of  Aberlour,  N.B.,  and  went  out  to  Trinidad 
about  ten  years  ago  to  rejoin  his  late  brother,  Alexander,  who 
had  been  resident  there  for  some  time  previously.  Mr. 
Alexander  Smith  Laing  had  built  up  an  extensive  business 
as  a  chemist  at  what  is  known  as  the  English  Pharmacy, 
Port  of  Spain,  and  he  also  carried  on  another  large  esta- 
blishment at  San  Fernando,  some  thirty  miles  distant.  Both 
these  pharmacies  were  illustrated  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  February  21,  1900  (page  318)  in  connection 
with  an  article  on  Trinidad  pharmacy,  by  Dr.  Walter  Ince. 
Mr.  A.  S.  Laing,  who  was  the  first  President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Trinidad,  died  in  1930,  and  his  brother 
Robert  carried  on  the  business.  Mr.  Robsrt  Laing  revisited 
his  native  place  about  three  years  ago,  and  is  the  fourth  son 
of  Baillie  Laing  who  has  died  after  sojourning  in  the  West 
Indies. 

Martix. — At  Birmingham  on  March  14,  Mr.  John  Martin, 
chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of  Falmout'i.    Aged  35. 
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Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  City  Road,  E.C.,  this  week 
will  close  from  Thursday  night  next  until  the  following 
Tuesday  morning. 

"Eureka"  Weed-killer.— Messrs.  Tomlinson  &  Hay- 
ward  (Limited),  Lincoln,  are  now  packing  their  soluble 
powder  weed-killer  in  attractive  and  safe  tins,  and,  like  all 
their  goods,  it  is  only  supplied  on  condition  that  it  is  sold  at 
the  full  advertised  prices.  The  firm  also  make  their  liquid 
"  Eureka  "  weed-killer,  but  the  powder  seems  the'  best  line 
for  chemists  to  handle.  A  supply  of  counter-bills  and  show- 
cards  will  be  forwarded  to  chemists  in  districts  where  a 
weed-killer  business  can  be  done. 

"  Antiseptoform  "  is  the  name  of  a  new  atmospheric 
disinfectant  which  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  (Limited), 
300  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  have  put  on  the  market.  It  is  the 
smartest  method  of  disinfecting  and  deodorising  with 
formaldehyde  that  we  have  seen.  It  consists  of  a  com- 
bustible jelly  contained  in  a  tin,  and  all  that  one  has  to  do 
is  to  ignite  the  jelly,  when  formaldehyde  vapour  is  given  off 
copiously.  This  is  the  way  to  use  "  antiseptoform  "  for  dis- 
infecting sick-rooms,  or  for  deodorising  smoking-rooms,  but 
for  larders,  closets,  and  the  like,  one  has  only  to  keep  a  tin 
open  and  the  vapour  is  spontaneously  discharged.  The 
article  sells  in  6cl.  tins. 

Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  of  Liverpool,  have  com- 
pleted arrangements  with  Messrs.  Hy.  Gilbertson  &  Sons, 
St.  Andrew  Street,  Holborn  Circus,  E.C.,  by  which  they 
take  over  shortly  Messrs.  Gilbertsons'  stock,  including  all 
specialities,  their  name-plates  for  dispensing  and  feeding 
bottles,  copper-plates  for  tooth-paste  and  other  pots,  and 
stamps  and  dies  used  for  their  box-top  bottles,  &c.  The 
Gilbertson  specialities  will  in  future  be  supplied  by  the 
Liverpool  firm,  who,  however,  have  made  arrangements  to 
enable  buyers  in  London  and  the  south  of  England  to  have 
goods  enclosed  to  any  London  house,  or  forwarded  under 
existing  contracts  with  any  London  carrier. 

Creolin  Specialities.  —  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds 
Company  (Limited),  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  inform  us  that 
they  have  now  settled  with  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  in  regard  to  the  difficulty  respecting  the  sale  of 
creolin  and  lano-creolin — the  subject  of  recent  notes  in 
The  Chemist  and  Dp^ggist.  The  Commissioners  find 
that  creolin  is  an  entire  drug,  and  consequently  may  be  sold 
unstamped,  this  also  applying  to  creolin  capsules.  These 
articles  may  only  be  sold  by  registered  chemists  and  drug- 
gists. The  Company  have  drawn  up  a  new  label  for  lano- 
creolin  which  the  Commissioners  consider  to  be  not  liable, 
and  henceforth  this  preparation  will  bear  the  new  label. 
Any  of  our  subscribers  who  have  lano-creolin  with  the  old 
label  in  stock  will  get  it  exchanged  for  the  new  by  sending 
to  the  Company  at  the  above  address. 

Bovril  (Limited)  did  well  when  they  brought  out  "  The 
Relief  of  Ladysmith,"  the  picture  which  is  still  familiar 
wherever  bovril  is  sold,  and  in  many  of  the  houses  where  it  is 
used.  The  company  have  now  brought  out  a  companion- 
picture,  "  Lord  Kitchener's  Home  coming,"  by  Mr.  William 
Hatherell,  R.I.  It  is  even  better  than  the  first  one,  and 
shows  the  reception  of  Lord  Kitchener  at  Paddington 
Station  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Conna,ught, 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Earl  Roberts,  and  other  notable 
men,  with  a  few  of  the  ladies  who  were  with  them.  The 
picture  (28|  inches  by  18J  inches)  has  been  produced  solely 
for  Bovril  (Limited),  and  up  to  June  30  every  bottle  of  bovril 
(from  6§cZ.  to  5s.)  sold  to  the  trade  will  bear  a  coupon  of  a 
value  proportionate  to  the  size  of  the  bottle.  Coupons  to  the 
aggregate  face- value  of  21*.  will  be  exchacged  for  one  of  the 
pictures. 

The  Liverpool  Institute  of  Comparative  Patho- 
logy is  one  of  the  latest  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  College  of  that  city  to  give  a 
productive  turn  to  its  work.  The  college  authorities  recog- 
nise that  instruction  in  the  new  system  of  medical  treatment 
by  antitoxic  sera  begins  with  the  preparation  of  the  remedies, 
and  they  have  established  a  farm-station  at  Higher  Runcorn, 
where  such  sera  and  calf-lymph  vaccine  are  prepared.  There  I 


are  other  departments  of  the  Institute,  Professors  Boyce  and 
Sherrington  being  the  directors,  but  the  one  that  concerns 
us  at  present  is  that  devoted  to  sera  and  vaccine.  The  pro- 
ducts of  the  farm  are  vaccine  lymph,  plague  prophylactic 
(Haffkine's),  anthrax  vaccine,  mallein,  tuberculin,  and  virus 
for  rats  and  mice.  All  of  these  are  put  up  in  amber-glass 
(Jena)  in  a  distinct  manner,  with  adequate  guarantee,  and 
are  put  on  the  market  through  the  sole  agents,  Messrs. 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  56  Hanover  Street, 
Liverpool,  who  will  supply  inquirers  with  literature  and 
prices. 

Maw's  Feeders  do  not  lose  ground  in  development  or 
improvement,  although,  in  one  form  or  another,  they  have 
been  before  the  trade  fc  r  more  than  half  a  century.  The 
latest  one  the  firm  (Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  Aldersgate 
Street)  have  brought  out  is  the  Universal  feeding-bottle, 
fitted  with  a  registered  reversible  valve.  The  valve  may  be 
stuck  in  the  end,  as  shown,  or  over  it  (like  the  teat),  lb 


acts  perfectly  either  way.  Another  novelty  is  a  teat- fastener 
for  these  old-fashioned  feeders.  It  is  a  nickel-plated  horse- 
shoe clip,  which  just  catches  the  teat  round  the  neck  of  the 
bottle.  The  fasteners  cost  15s.  a  gross,  carded  in  dozens,  and 
the  "  Universal  "  feeder  8s.  3d.  per  doz. 

A  Sundries  List. — In  the  318  pages  comprising  the 
substance  of  their  annual  price-list  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  & 
Co.  have  surely  included  all  in  the  way  of  sundries  and 
patents  that  chemists  may  sell.  The  list  has  an  attractive 
integument  containing  on  the  front  portraits  of  the  exterior 
of  the  premises  in  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.,  and  of  the  interior 
of  the  showroom.  The  back  is  a  well-displayed  advertise- 
ment of  "  The  Sandringham  "  photographic  specialities  with 
the  Royal  country  seat  as  the  caption.  Our  testhetic  sense 
is  thus  tickled  even  before  we  examine  the  mysteries  of  the 
inner  volumes — for  the  book  is  in  four  volumes  bound 
together.  The  first  part  treats  in  illustration  and  in  value 
with  druggists'  sundries  and  glassware.  The  second,  dis- 
tinguishable by  the  delicate  pink  tint  of  the  leaves,  gives  the 
"  special  prices  "  of  patent  medicines  and  proprietaries  ;  the 
third  (green  paper)  is  an  illustrated  price-list  of  packed 
drugs,  perfumes,  &c. ;  and  the  fourth  deals  (in  orange)  with  the 
requisites  of  photography.  The  last-named  section  is  very 
complete,  and  will  be  added  to  monthly,  and  with  it  is 
inserted  loose  a  private  list  giving  the  special  terms  and 
discounts  to  photographic  dealers.  The  latter  is  for  the  use 
of  dealers  only,  so  that  the  main  list,  to  which  retail  prices 
are  added,  may  be  shown  to  customers  if  desired.  Chemists 
will  find  many  things  to  interest  them  in  this  well-printed, 
well-illustrated  book. 

Materia  Medica  Collection. — We  have  recently  had 
an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  collection  of  drugs 
(No.  viii.)  which  Mr.  E.  Merck,  16  Jewry  Street,  E.C.,  offers 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
schools.  The  collection  consists  of  279  specimens,  arranged 
in  glass  jars  with  celluloid  caps.  There  are  three  different 
size  jars,  the  container  being  varied  according  to  the  re- 
quirement of  the  drug.  The  collection  is  comprehensive  and 
typical,  whilst  the  specimens  are  placed  in  the  jars  in  such 
a  manner  that  the  characteristics  are  well  shown,  making  it 
unnecessary  to  handle  the  drug.  The  largest  size  jars  (of 
which  there  are  112)  are  about  10  inches  high,  and  are  used 
for  such  drugs  as  cinchona  and  rhubarb,  the  height  of  the 
other  jars  being  7  inches  and  5  inches.  To  show  the  com- 
prehensiveness of  the  collection  we  noted  that  there  are  six 
varieties  of  rhubarb— Shensi,  Shanghai,  Canton,  Austrian, 
English,  and  Rheum  Rhapontieum—e&dh  typical  of  its  kind. 
There  are  three  specimens  of  gum  acacia,  four  of  senna- 
leaves,  one  of  senna-pods,  and  such  things  as  Artemisia. 
Absinthium,  Adiantum  CapiUus- Veneris,  Melilutus  officinalis, 
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Carthamns  tinctorius,  Pisoidia  erythrina,  coto-bark,  and  agar- 
agar  are  included,  showiDg  that  no  drug  used  in  medicine 
has  been  forgotten.  Each  drug  is  labelled  with  common 
and  botanical  name,  natural  order,  and  country  of  origin. 
The  price  of  the  collection  is  16'.  5;. 

A  New  Tablet-machine.— It  seemed  almost  incredible 
to.  the  writer  to  be  told  that  the  small  machine  he  was 
looking  at  was  capable  of  turning  out  over  800  tablets  a 
minute.  Such,  however,  was  a  fact.  The  machine  in 
question  was  shown  to  a  G.  §  B.  representative  this  week 
at  the  Bethnal  Green  works  of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys 
(Limited).  It  is  the  first  machine  of  its  kind  to  be  made, 
and  although  scarcely  more  than  a  working  model  gave 
forth  when  started  fully  800  tablets  a  minute,  each  perfect 
in  shape  and  finish.  The  new  tablet-machine  is  on  a  fresh 
principle,  and  is  for  using  with  power.  It  is  really  two 
machines  in  one,  as  it  has  two  feeding-hoppers  and  two 
deliveries.  There  are  in  each  machine  thirteen  dies 
arranged  in  a  circle  with  the  same  number  of  punches  for 
compressing  the  drug.  Each  hopper  ends  in  a  small 
vibrating  box  (to  prevent  the  powder  sticking),  beneath 
which  a  die  is  ready  to  receive  its  charge.  The  circle  of 
dies  revolves  so  that  a  die  after  receiving  its  quantum  of 
drug  makes  way  for  another.  Next  a  punch  falls  on  the 
top  of  the  charge  in  the  die,  the  drug  is  pressed,  and  the 
tablet  expelled,  the  empty  die  being  then  ready  to  receive 
another  charge.  All  this  takes  place  very  rapidly,  but  on 
slowly  revolving  the  machine  by  hand  the  evolution  of  a 


tablet  can  be  fairly  easily  followed.  It  is  almost  human  to 
see  the  way  the  little  tablets  are  thrown  out  of  the 
machine,  but  it  is  superhuman  when  one  realises  that  it 
can  make  more  tablets  in  rive  minutes  than  a  man  working 
with  a  hand  machine  can  make  in  a  day.  The  working  of 
the  machine  is  noiseless,  and  the  adjustment  for  various 
degrees  of  compression  is  just  a  matter  of  tightening  two 
nuts.  Asked  about  the  arrangements  for  varying  the  size  of 
the  tablets,  the  inventor  showed  the  writer  that  this  is  as 
easily  managed.  Each  die-plate  is  in  two  halves,  and  can 
be  taken  out  and  replaced  by  one  of  another  size  in  a  few 
minutes.  The  punches  are  arranged  so  that  the  working 
parts  can  be  unscrewed  and  renewed  or  replaced  by  larger 
sizes  when  required.  The  illustration  gives  a  good  idea  of 
what  the  first  machine  is  like,  but  those  to  be  shortly  placed 
on  the  marked  will  be  improved  in  some  minor  details  which 
experience  has  shown  require  modification.  Inquiries  about 
the  new  machine  should  be  addressed  to  Messrs.  Allen  & 
Hanburys  (Limited),  Plough  Court,  Lombard  Street,  E.G. 


ftrafce  IReport 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  April  2. 

THE  week  under  review  shows  rather  a  better  feeling  in 
drugs  and  chemicals,  but,  with  two  or  three  exceptions 
values  are  without  important  alteration.  Cocaine  advanced 
at  the  end  of  last  week  as  expected,  and  this  week  santonin 
has  also  been  advanced.  Rather  more  activity  is  shown  in 
crude  camphor,  but  the  refined  article  is  moving  off 
slowly  for  the  time  of  the  year.  Quinine  has  remained 
almost  a  dead -letter.  Opium  keeps  quiet,  although 
Smyrna  has  shown  more  activity  on  United  States  account ; 
morphine  is  unaltered.  In  chemicals,  a  good  demand  is 
reported  for  potassium  cyanide ;  and  bleaching-powder  is 
still  subject  to  keen  competition  for  export.  Arsenic  shows 
more  inquiry,  with  an  advancing  tendency.  Bichromates 
are  steady.  Tartaric  acid  and  cream  of  tartar  are  firmly  held, 
in  view  of  the  dearness  of  crude  tartar ;  on  the  other  hand, 
citric  acid  is  easier  inclined.  In  oils,  castor  is  a  trifle  easier, 
cod-liver  is  still  at  famine  prices,  lemon  comes  easier  from 
Messina,  bergamot  and  orange  being  unchanged  ;  peach-kernel, 
cubeb,  and  peppermint  oils  are  easier.  Subjoined  are  the 
principal  alterations  of  the  week,  including  those  recorded 
at  the  drug-auctions  :— 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cocaine 

Arsenic 

Acid,  citric 

Balsam  tolu 

Ginger 

Camphor 

Aloes,  Curacao 

Benzols 

(Jamaica) 

(crude) 

Buchu 

Cubebs 

Potash,  citrate 

Gentian 

Cardamoms 

Elemi 

Santonin 

powder 

Dragou's-blood 

Gamboge 
Nutmegs 
Oil,  aniseed, 

Menthol 
Oil,  castor 

Oil,  lemon 
Oil,  peach - 

star 

Oil,  pepper- 

kernel 

mint 

Pepper, 

(American) 

white 

Tonka  beans 

Quinine  (sec. 

Turmeric 

hands) 

Senega 

Ceylon  Cardamoms. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Planters'  Association  of  Ceylon,  held  on 
February  17,  the  proposal  that  cardamom-growers  be  asked  to 
subscribe  50c.  per  cultivated  acre,  to  form  a  fund  for  the  purpose 
of  pushing  and  making  this  product  better  known  (see  C.  &  JD., 
February  28,  page  361),  was  adopted.  Messrs.  Renton  and  Spence 
are  to  start  the  campaign.  Mr.  Renton  is  to  interview  firms  on 
the  Continent,  while  Mr.  Spence  is  going  to  the  southern  colonies, 
where  he  will  meet  with  importers  of  cardamoms,  and  converse 
with  them  about  the  product.  An  amendment  was  proposed  that 
the  Government  should  levy  an  export  tax  of  3c.  per  lb.  for  the 
purpose  of  pushing  and  making  cardamoms  better  known,  but  as 
no  notice  had  been  given  of  the  amendment  it  was  not  discussed, 
and  the  original  motion  was  carried. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  condition  in  the  heavy- chemical  market  shows  little 
change  from  recent  reports.  There  is  all  round  a  continued  fair 
demand,  whilst  e^p)rts  are,  for  the  season,  above  tli 3  average. 
Existing  contracts  are  being  taken  up  well,  and  stcc'is  are  not 
allowed  to  become  c\er  heavy.  Values  are  stetdy  and  firmly 
maintained, 
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Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  perhaps  a  little  quieter,  but  still 
there  is  a  strong  demand,  and  prices  are  firm  at  advanced  figures. 
Becliton  terms  132.  10s.,  London  132.  10s.  to  131.  lis.  3d.,  Leith 
131.  10s.  to  131,  12s.  6(2.,  and  Hull  131.  8s.  9(2. 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes — In  steady  demand  at  slightly 
lower  figures.  Linseed  cakes,  95-per-cent.  pure,  72,  15s.  to 
72.  17s.  6(2.  per  ton.  Oil-cakes,  67.  12s.  fid.  to  62,  17s.  fid.  per  ton. 
Cotton-cakes,  firsts  42.  12s.  fid.  to  42.  15s.,  and  seconds  42.  Is.  6(2.  to 
42.  lCs. 

Benzols  are  very  quiet,  and  prices  have  declined  still  further. 
Ninetyper-cent.  9(2.  to  9^(2.  per  gal.,  and  7g(2.  to  8(2.  per  gal.  for 
50-per-cent. 

Green  Coppekas  continues  to  maintain  a  very  steady  tone, 
with  fair  all-round  demand.  Best  Lancashire  makes,  42s.  6(2.  to 
45s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool ;  Welsh,  13s.  6(2.  to  15s.  per  ton,  f.o.r., 
in  bulk. 

South  Durham  Salt  — Very  quiet,  but  unchanged  in  quotation 
at  lis.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tees. 

Brown  Acetate  of  Lime. — In  moderate  demand,  and  steady 
at  52.  15s..,  c.i.f. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  are  in  steady  demand,  and 
although  prices  at  present  stand  unaltered,  tendency  towards 
higher  figures  exists  strongly.  Bichromate  of  potash,  English  and 
Scotch  deliveries,  3d.  per  lb.,  less  4  per  cent.  Glasgow.  For 
export,  2 J(2.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Glasgow  and  net.  Bichromate  of  soda, 
English  and  Scotch  deliveries,  2\d.  per  lb.,  less  4  per  cent.  Glas- 
gow.   For  export,  2(2.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Lead  Compounds. — In  brisk  request,  and  steadily  maintained 
in  value.  White  acetate  of  lead,  252.  10s.  per  ton,  less  2^  per  cent. 
Glasgow.  Brown  acetate  of  lead,  162.  10s.  per  ton,  less  2h  per 
cent.  Glasgow.  Nitrate  of  lead,  222.  10s.  per  ton,  less  2h  per  cent. 
Glasgow. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  April  1. 

Castor  Oil. — There  is  no  quotable  change,  and  2|(2.  to  2T7a rZ" 
per  lb.  still  rules  for  good  seconds  Calcutta,  while  first-pressure 
French  is  obtainable  at  2|(2.  and  second- pressure  2T5n(2. 

African  Ginger.— Further  sales  have  been  effected  at  28s.  to 
28s.  6(2.  per  cwt.  in  quantity,  to  arrive,  and  importers  speak  con- 
fidently of  a  yet  higher  raDge  of  values. 

Arsenic  is  in  a  very  much  firmer  position,  the  English  makers 
practically  declining  to  quote  a  price  at  present. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  obtainable  at  222.  7s.  6i2.  to  222.  10s 
per  ton,  but  the  feeling  is  very  firm. 

Gum.  Acacia. — The  business  in  Soudan  sorts  is  exceedingly 
limited  and  values  are  practically  unchanged.  Forty-one  cases 
Niger  gum  have  been  sold  at  22s.  6(2.  per  cwt. 

Turpentine  is  steady,  at  44s.  6(2.  to  45s.  per  cwt. 

Quillaia-bark. — The  value  of  good  merchantable  is  nominally 
about  172.  per  ton. 

Honey  (Chilian).— Thirty  barrels  old  pile  1  are  reported  sold  at 
22s.  per  cwt.  ,  - 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  March  31. 

Our  drug-market  shows  very  little  business  at  present. 
Agar-Agar  is  extremely  firm  at  335m.  per  100  kilos. 
Balsam  Peru  is  quiet,  at  9gm.  per  kilo. 

Cevadilla-seed  is  firmer,  and  is  quoted  at  105m.  per 
100  kilos,  for  new. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  unchanged,  at  430m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cantharides  (Russian)  is  very  firm,  at  550m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  is  firm,  Maltese  being  quoted  45m.,  and  Mogadore 
at  40m.,  per  100  kilos. 

Kola. — Stocks  are  diminishing,  and  prices  are  very  firm,  at 
from  85m.  to  95m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  quiet,  at  270m.  per  100  kilos. 

Jalap  is  unchanged,  at  110m.  per  100  kilos. 

■Ipecacuanha. — Rio  quiet,  at  13m.,  and  Cartagena  95m.  per 
kilo. 

Senega  is  very  firm,  at  850m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  very  scarce  indeed,  spot  being  held  at  135m. 
per  100  kilos.  ■ 

Wormseed  is  firmer,  at  100m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Cod-liver  is  very  scarce  and  firm;  400m. 
per  barrel  is  asked  for  non-congealing  oil.  Castor  is  dull  and 
neglected.    Linseed  on  the  spot  is  scarce.    Cotton  quiet. 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  is  quiet,  at  18m.  per  lb.  for 
HGH ;  and  20m.  per  kilo,  for  Japanese.  Star-anise  is  un- 
changed, at  10|m.  per  kilo. 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna  : — The  sales  of  opium  for  the  week  ending  Wed- 
nesday amount  to  30  cases,  on  account  of  speculators,  at 
Is.  I(k2.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna.    Market  closes  firm. 


Bergen,  April  1,  6  45  p.m.  :  —The  total  catch  of  cod  for 
all  Norway  since  the  beginning  of  the  new  fishing  now 
amounts  to  11.300,000,  against  22,800,000  at  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1902.  This  has  yielded  1,235  barrels  of  oilr 
against  12,797  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year.  Th& 
fishing  has  shown  some  improvement  this  week,  but  the 
livers  still  remain  poor.  The  market  is  a  trifle  easier,  and 
holders  are  now  quoting  450s.  per  barrel  f.o.b.  Bergen  for 
best  non- congealing  Lofoten  oil. 

Amsterdam,  April  2 : — At  the  auctions  of  cinchona  held 
here  to-day  9,366  packages  were  offered.  Of  this  quantity 
7,107  packages  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  7.65c,  against- 
8  20c.  at  the  auctions  on  February  26.  The  approximate 
quantities  of  quinine  purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  were 
as  follows  :  English  tand  American  factories,  11,120  kilos.  % 
the  Brunswick  factory,  5,028  kilos.  ;  the  Mannheim  and 
Amsterdam  factories,  6  228  kilos.  ;  the  Frankfurt  and 
Stuttgart  factories,  4,136  kilos. ;  and  various  buyers,  3,741 
kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  manufacturing-bark  ranged  from 
8|c.  to  81fc.  per  half-kilo.,  and  druggists'  bark  from  life,  to- 
58c.  per  half-kilo. 

Hamburg,  April  2 : — Japanese  wax  is  a  rising  market,  at 
135m. ;  Cascara  sagrada  is  lower,  at  95m.  per  100  kilos.,  and 
Carnauba  wax  is  advancing. 

New  Yobk,  April  2 : — Market  is  quiet.  Opium  is  easier, 
at  $2.95  per  lb.  in  case  lots.  Cod-liver  oil  is  easier,  at  $110 
per  barrel ;  and  peppermint  oil  is  easy,  at  $3  for  bulk  and 
$3.50  for  HGH.  Beeswax  is  scarce,  at  30c ;  and  Cape  aloes- 
is  easier  at  12c.  On  the  other  hand,  Japanese  wax  is  dearer, 
at  15c,  and  serpentary  has  declined  to  42c.  per  lb. 


Acid,  Citric,  is  a  shade  easier  at  from  Is.  lfi.  to  Is.  21. 
per  lb. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  remains  firm  at  Is.  0^d.  for  English,  and! 
11|(2.  for  foreign. 

Ammonium  Carbonate  may  probably  be  dearer,  owing  to- 
higher  prices  for  sulphate. 

Arrowroot  steady.  At  auction  360  barrels  St.  Vincent 
offered  and  sold  at  and  since  the  auctions  at  2:1.  to  2\i. 
per  lb.  for  ordinary  to  fair  manufacturing. 

Arsenic. — There  has  been  more  inquiry  for  forward 
delivery,  and  it  is  said  in  one  quarter  that  a  considerable 
advance  will  probably  be  made  in  price.  Meanwhile  13/.  10s. 
to  142.  is  quoted  in  London  for  powder., 

Belladonna  Root. — Good  quality  is  difficult  to  obtain: 
40s.  to  42s.  Qd.  is  asked. 

Bichromates  are  steady,  makers  booking  orders  for  near 
delivery  only.  On  the  spot  potash  is  quoted  3d.,  and  soda 
2\d.  per  lb. 

Bleaching  Powder. — Severe  competition  still  charac- 
terises this  article  for  export,  but  for  the  home  trade  it  is 
said  that  British  makers  are  working  together.  For  export 
42.  to  42.  10s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  is  quoted,  according  to 
package  and  destination.  In  London,  spot  is  quoted  52.  2s.  6i. 
for  English. 

Camphor. — In  crude,  Japanese  business  is  reported  for 
March-April  shipment  at  160s.  c.i.f.,  and  for  near  at  hand 
167s.  fbd.  is  said  to  have  been  paid.  Refined  is  unaltered 
and  rather  quiet.  In  auction,  13  cases  Japanese  refined,  in 
1-oz.  tabs.,  were  limited  at  2s.  Id.,  and  German  refined  bells 
at  2s. 

Cantharides. — Sales  of  some  30  piculs  for  American)  , 
account  are  reported  from  Hong  Kong  at  about  $80.  , 

j  Cascara  Sagrada. — A  goodly  proportion  of  the  recent 
heavy  arrivals  is  said  to  be  going  back  to  the  United  States,  I 
where  prices  are  much  above  the  London  parity. 

Chamomiles. — The  demand  for  Belgian  flowers  keeps 
improving,  and  a  fair  business  is  reported  at  about  the  prices  , 
quoted  last  week. 

Cinchona.— Of  25  bales  Maracaibo  5  sold  at  8d.  to  9d. 
per  lb.  for  good  bright  flat,  being  dearer;  19  bales  fair 
bright  silvery  Calisaya  quill  sold  at  6%d.  to  6%d.  per  lb. 
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The  N.  V.  Nederl.  Veem.  reports  the  shipments  from  Java  to 
Europe  during  March  at : — 

Amst.  lbs. 
...  504,000 
..—  557,000 
...  449,000 
...  522,000 
...  626,000 


Year.  Amst.  lbs.'  |  Year. 

1903    1,050,000  1897   

1902                     ...  691,000  1896... 

1901    875,000  1895   

1900    650,000  1894   

1899    977.000  |  1893   

1898    700,000  | 

Total  Shipments  January-March. 

Year.  Amst.  lbs.      Year.  Amst.  lbs. 

1903    2,304,000      1897   1,350,000 

1902    2,155,000      1896   2,073,000 

1901    2,623,000      1895   1,862,000 

1900    1,906,000      1894   1,873,000 

1899    2,025,800     1893   1,881,000 

1898    2,356,000 

Cocaine. — On  Friday  of  last  week  makers  announced  an 
advance  of  Is.  6(7.  per  oz.  in  hydrochloride,  and  now  quote 
17*.  for  at  least  200  oz.,  17s.  3d.  for  103  oz.,  and  17.s\  6.7.  for 
smaller  wholesale  quantities.  Pure  is  quoted  2.?.  9,7.  per  oz. 
more.  The  market  since  the  advance  has  been  firm,  and 
the  tendency  of  crude  is  still  towards  higher  rates. 

Galls. — Sellers  of  Chinese  ask  54s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  Blue 
Persian  are  quoted  52s.  to  53s.,  green  49s.  to  50s.,  and  white 
48s.  to  50s.  spot. 

Gambier. — Small  sales  of  good  cubes  have  been  made  at 
42j. 

Gentian. — Common  powder  for  veterinary  purposes  is 
rather  firmer  at  18s.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f.  Hoot  keeps  scarce  at  the 
producing  centres,  it  being  difficult  to  obtain  c.i.f.  offers. 
Prices  in  secondhands  on  the  spot  keep  fairly  low  at  about 
20s. 

Hellebore-root. — Foreign  is  obtainable  at  about  15s. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  white  powder  at  20s. 

Liquor  Ajimon.  Fort,  may  possibly  be  dearer,  owing  to 
the  higher  prices  for  sulphate. 

Oil,  Aniseed,  Star. — A  report,  dated  Hong-Kong 
February  27,  states  that  the  market  has  declined  owing  to 
lack  of  demand  from  any  of  the  home  markets ;  4s.  3\d.  per 
lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted  for  Skip  brand,  and  4s.  3d.  for  any  good 
brand ;  sales  during  the  preceding  fortnight  amount  to 
30  piculs.  In  the  London  auction,  2  cases  were  disposed  of 
at  3s.  6(7.  per  lb.,  being  lower. 

Oil,  Cade,  is  quoted  37s.  6.7.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Castor,  is  easier.  Hull  make  is  quoted  211.  5s.  per 
ton  for  firsts,  and  18'.  15s.  for  seconds,  for  prompt  and  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  delivery,  ex-wharf  London  ;  Belgian  is 
217.,  and  18/.  10s.  for  firsts  and  seconds  respectively  for 
April-December  delivery,  ex-wharf  London. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  position  shows  no  material  change 
from  last  week,  and  prices  are  practically  where  they  were. 
There  is,  however,  a  lessening  of  the  market  tension,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  catch  is  improving,  and  for  forward 
delivery  475s.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked  for  a  good  brand.  On  the  spot 
a  few  barrels  of  new  non-congealing  oil  are  available  at 
480s.,  and  old  oil  at  440s  .  per  barrel.  Good  non-freezing 
Newfoundland  is  quoted  350s.  Our  Bergen  correspondent 
writes  on  March  30  that  the  fair  prospects  for  the  cod- 
fishing  have  not  .  as  yet  been  realised,  as  the  weather  has 
continued  more  or  less  stormy.  In  view  of  the  lateness  of 
the  season,  it  was  the  impression  that  the  fishing  would 
continue  loDger  than  usual,  but,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
at  the  time  of  writing,  this  will  not  be  so.  The  tendency 
of  the  market,  therefore,  remains  firm,  and  this  may  be 
understood  from  holders  asking  500s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen,  for  new  non-congealing  oil.  (See  our  cablegram 
for  latest  price.)  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount 
to  716i  barrels,  against  2,631  barrels  at  the  corresponding 
date  ot  last  year. 

Oil,  Cubeb.— English  is  a  shade  easier  at  4s.  32.  per  lb 

Oil,  Peach-kernel.— English  is  rather  easier  at  7hd. 
per  lb.  for  quantity. 

Olibanum. — Good  pale  bold  Aden  drop  sold  in  auctii  n 
last  week  at  51s.,  fine  bold  reddish  garblings  32s.,  dark  dit'.o 
2  Is.,  and  bold  sif tings  31s.  per  cwt. 


Opium. — The  London  market  is  extiemely  quiet  and* 
practically  no  business  is  reported. 

Smyrna,  March  20. — The  sales  for  the  week  amount  to 
271  eases,  including  2C8  cases  various  talequale  descriptions  at  8s.,. 
and  63  cases  Karahissar  t  q.  at  8s.  2d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  About 
240  cases  of  the  above  were  for  the  United  States  and  the  balance 
for  England  and  the  Continent.  These  purchases  have  had  the- 
effect  of  strengthening  and  maintaining  the  position,  but  in  any 
case  the  large.interested  dealers  would  have  kept  up  the  market, 
and  only  weak  needy  dealers  make  concessions.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  5,098  cases,  against  3,145  cases  at  the 
same  time  of  last  year. 

Potash  Chlorate. — It  is  said  the  British  output  of 
chlorate  has  practically  all  been  placed  for  this  year.  There 
is,  however,  plenty  of  other  European  make  on  offer.  The 
London  spot-price  for  crystals  is  Z]d.  to  3d.  net,  and  powder 
2f  <7.  to  3d. 

Potash  Cyanide  is  in  good  export  demand  principally  to 
South  Africa  :  3\d.  per  lb.  is  quoted  for  mining-strengths  in 
contract  quantities.   

Quicksilver. — During  the  year  1902  the  quicksilver- 
mines  worked  in  Russia  by  A.  Auerbach  and  Co.  produced  a. 
total  of  25,424  pouds,  equal  to  416,441  kilogs.  of  quicksilver, 
or  11,974  flasks.    The  London  market  is  very  strong. 

Quinine  has  been  inactive  in  second  hands.  For  August 
delivery  a  few  sales  are  reported  at  Is.  Q\d.  to  Is.  0|(7.,  and 
on  Wednesday  there  were  sellers  at  the  lower  figure. 

Santonin  has  been  advanced  Is.  6(7.,  per  lb.,  makers  now 
quoting  22s.  to  23s.  per  lb.  according  to  quantity.  Since  the 
Russian  factories  acquired  the  control  of  wormseed,  the 
manufacture  of  this  article  is  practically  a  monopoly. 

Scammony-root. — Quiet,  with  small  stocks.  Fine  root  is 
held  for  30s. 

Soda  Bicarbonate  is  firm  at  7s.  3d.  per  cwt.  ex  wharf  f.r 
English  make. 

Spices— At  auction  on  Wednesday  686  packages  of  Cochin 
Ginger  were  offered  of  which  only  23  bags  sold  at  36i.  6(7. 
for  brown  rough  Calicut;  good  small  cut  was  bought  in  at 
50s.,  medium  cut  at  70s.,  and  bold  selected  at  90s.  Jamaica 
sold  at  an  advance  of  2s.  to  3$.  per  cwt.  Bold  sold  at  50s.  6(7. 
and  55.;.,  middling  washed  46s.  to  49s.,  middling  dullish  42s. 
to  44s  ,  and  common  lean  and  dark  at  40s.  6:7. ;  59  bales  of 
Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought  in  at  3J(7.  for  fair  bright. 
Privately  business  has  been  done  for  March-May  delivery  at 
3p(7.  Nutmegs  in  auction  were  Id.  to  2d.  lower  ;  Mace  quiet : 
11  packages  West  Indian  sold  at  Is.  10(7.  to  2s.  for  ordinary 
to  fair  red,  and  Is.  9d.  for  broken.  Pimento  sold  at  steady 
rates,  113  bags  selling  at  2^d.  for  fair  mixed  blacks  and  2|e7. 
for  fully  fair.  White  IJepper  in  auction  sold,  without  reserve 
at  9\d.  for  fair  Singapore  ;  being  easier.  Black  Pepper  was 
firmly  held  and  all  offerings  were  brought  in,  including  2001 
bags  Singapore  at  5J(7.  for  greyish,  79  bags  good  Aleppy  at 
6(7.,  40  bags  Tellicherry  at  Q^d .,  and  100  bags  fair  Lampong 
at  5f(7.  per  lb.  For  arrival,  100  tons  Singapore  were  sold  on 
Wednesday  at  515(7.  to  6.7.  for  April-June  and  June-August 
shipment.    Penang  Wh it e  has  been  sold  at  Qj^.d. 

Strophanthus  is  becoming  scarcer,  and  a  good  business 
has  been  recently  done  privately.  From  4s.  to  6s.  is  quoted 
for  Kombe,  the  higher  price  being  for  genuine. 

Sulphonal  is  offered  at  from  4s.  3(7.  to  4s.  6(7  per  lb.  ac- 
cording to  brand  and  quantity,  for  both  crystals  and  powder. 

Tamarinds.— Good  Antigua,  in  bond,  sold  at  lis.  6(7. 
per  cwt. 

Tragacanth. — There  has  again  been  an  active  demand 
for  grades  below  12/.  at  full  prices. 

Turmeric. — Good  bright  Madras  finger  has  been  sold  at 
13s.,  and  Bengal  is  quoted  13s. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

The  next  auctions  will  take  place  on  April  53,  when  "new  and 
old"  goods  will  he  offered. 

At  the  auctions  of  new  and  old  drugs  to-day  there  was  a  good 
general  demand,  partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  several  important 
sales  were  made  "without  reserve."  Sumatra  benzoin  was  de- 
cidedly slow  of  sale,  and  buchu,  being  in  abundant  supply, 
was  easier.    Cardamoms  showed  a  dragging  market  and  were 
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easier  inclined  undjr  larger  offerings.  Cubebs  were  lower,  and 
dragon's-blood  sold  at  easy  prices.  Elemi  was  also  cheaper,  and 
gamboge  sold  irregularly,  but  lower.  Ipecacuanha  was  in  excel- 
lent demand,  at  generally  steady  prices  for  both  Cartagena  and 
Eio.  Myrrh  was  firmly  held,  but  neglected.  American  (HGH) 
peppermint  oil  sold  at  Is.  decline  on  the  last  public  sales,  and 
rhubarb  was  quiet,  high-dried  being  a  shade  easier.  Lima- 
Jamaica  sarsaparilla  was  about  steady,  and  the  small  offerings  of 
Tinnevelly  senna  were  held  above  buyers'  ideas.  Common 
tumeric  sold  cheaply,  and  Para  tonka-beans  were  easier.  Bees- 
wax was  quiet,  especially  East  Indian,  and  showed  no  material 
alteration.  The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  goods 
offered  and  sold: — ■ 


Offered 

Aconite  (Jap.)    10  .. 

"Almond-seed"  ...  6  ., 
Aloes — 

Cape    1  .. 

Curacao   13  .. 

Socotrine    57  ., 

Zanzibar    13  .. 

Ambergris   12  .. 

Ammoniacum    10  .. 

Annatto-seed    3  .. 

Areca   10  .. 

Argol  (Cape)   9  .. 

Asafetida    2  .. 

Balsam — 

Copaiba   23  .. 

Tolu    32  .. 

Benzoin — 

Palembang    15  .. 

Siam    1  .. 

Sumatra   354  .. 

Blackhaw  bark  .....  1  .. 

Buchu    89  .. 

Calumba    71  .. 

Camphor  (ref.  Jap.)  13  .. 

'  (Germ,  ref.)    2  .. 

(or.  China).   52  .. 

Cannabis  indica  ...  30  .. 

Cardamoms    602  .. 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  60  .. 

Cascarilla   49  .. 

Castor-seed    33  .., 

Cassia  fistula    3  .., 

Chiretta   27  ... 

Cinchona    62  ... 

Coca-leaves    17  ... 

Cocculus  indicus  ...  60  ... 

'^nlocynth   15  .., 

Croton-seed    69  ... 

Cuiiebs    145  ... 

Cumin-seed    35  ... 

Cuctle-fish  bone  ...  48  ... 

Dogwood-bark   12  ... 

Dragon's-blood   16  ... 

Elemi   15  ... 

Ergot  (Span.)    53  ... 

(Russ.)    5  ... 

Fenugreek-seed  ...  50  ... 

Gamboge    25  ... 

Guaiacum   4  ... 

Gum  acacia    42  ... 

Hellebore-root   5  ... 

Honey — 

Cuban    25  ... 

Jamaica   24  ... 

Mexican   72  ... 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena   29  ... 

Rio  (natural)   52  ... 

„  ("cult.")    ...  13  ... 

Kino    26  ... 

Kola    6  ... 

Lime-juice   34  ... 

(cone.)    3  ... 


Sold 

.  0. 
,  0 


20 
13 

1 
10 

0 
10 

9 

0 

14 

20 

15 
0 

12 
1 

38 
86 
0 
0 
0 
0 

211 
0 
5 
0 
0 
0 

24 

17 
0 
0 
0 

61 
0 

23 
0 
5 

15 
9 
0 
0 

32 
0 
1 
0 

0 
10 

72 

24 
47 
13 
0 
4 
0 
0 


Offered 
..  1  .. 
..     2  .. 


Loofahs  

Menthol  ... 
Musk- 
skins    2 

Myrrh    37 

Od- 

anise  star    2 

bay    2 

camphor    50 

cananga   1 

cassia   10 

cedarwood   8 

cinnamon...   29 

eitronella    6 

cod-liver  (Newf.)  10 

eucalyptus    74 

lime  (W.I.)    6 

nutmeg    12 

orange    5 

peppermint    56 

rose  (E.I.)   9 

petit-grain  (tins)  5 

sandalwood    1 

wintergreen    2 

Oil,  wood    18 

ylang-ylang    2 

Orange-peel    7L 

Orris    10  , 

Puree    5  . 

Rhubarb  (English)  16  . 

(China)    75  . 

Sandalwood  (bags)  123  . 

Sandarac    13  . 

Sarsaparilla — 

Honduras    9  . 

Lima-Jamaica  ...  25  . 

Senega    8  . 

Senna — 

Alexandrian    82  . 

Tinnevelly    76  . 

Soy    25  . 

Squills    1L  . 

Storax    9  . 

Tamarinds  (W.I.)...  70  . 

Tonka-beans   29  . 

Turmeric    163  . 

Turtle  (dried)    93  . 

"Valerian    6  . 

Vermilion   15  . 

Wax  (bees')  — 

Australian   20  . 

Bombay  (yellow)  94  . 

Calcutta  (white)  62  . 

(yellow)   33  . 

Cuban    5  . 

French    3  . 

Jamaica    3  . 

Morocco..    17  . 

Spanish  (yellow)  16  . 

Zanzibar    58  . 

Wax— 

Carnauba    22  . 

Japanese    129  . 


Sold 
.  0 
.  1 

.  2 
.  6 

.  2 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  7 
.  1 
0 

.  0 
,  39 
.  0 
0 
0 
0 
18 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
15 
0 
13 

0 
25 
0 

18 
3 
0 
0 
0 
70 
17 
163 
0 
6 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
5 
0 
3 
0 
0 
53 


53* 


*  Sold  privately. 

Aloes.— Good  stiff  pasty  Socotrine  in  kegs  was  limited  at 
72s.  Qd.  per  c\vt.,andfor  ditto  in  tin-lined  cases  61s.  was  paid 
for  fair  soft.  Common  and  drossy  Zanzibar  in  cases  sold  at 
17s.  One  case  of  dull  and  drossy  Cape  aloes  brought  33s. 
Of  Curaooa  13  boxes  offered  and  sold  at  23s.,  subject,  to  29s. 
for  fair  dark  livery,  and  18s.  6i.,  subject,  for  fair  capey. 

Ambergris. — For  good  grey  pieces  72s.  6:1.  per  oz.  was 
refused.    A  tin  of  part  grey  and  blacli  pieces  sold  at  40s. 


Ammoniacum. — Dark  ani  dull  sorts,  part  blocky,  sold  at 
23s.  per  cwt. 

Areca. — Fair  Ceylon  sold  at  18j.  per  cwt. 

Argol. — Small  reddish  Cape  brought  from  44s.,  subject 
to  48,\ 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Good  filtered  Maranham  was  limited 
at  Is.  10kl.  per  lb.  Several  packages  of  Cartagena  balsam 
sold  at  from  Is.  <\d.  to  Is.  7d.  par  lb.  Another  parcel  of 
Cartagena,  apparently  adulterated,  sold  at  from  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  2d. 

Balsam  Tolu  was  Id.  to  21.  per  lb.  cheaper,  30  cases 
selling  without  reserve  at  Is.  per  lb.  for  good  hard  in  large 
tins.  In  another  instance  this  figure  was  refused  for  10 
cases. 

Benzoin. — Very  slow  of  sale,  practically  all  the  offerings 
of  Sumatra  being  bought  in.  Eight  cases  sold  "without 
reserve  "  at  from  4/.  15s.  to  5?.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  thirds 
of  old  fracture ;  and  4  cases  medium  seconds  brought 
5/.  17s.  61.  per  cwt.  Good  glassy  Palembang  realised  35s. 
per  cwt. 

Buchu. — Large  arrivals  of  the  new  crop  have  led  to 
rather  easier  prices,  8d.  to  8kd.  per  lb.  being  paid  for  several 
parcels  offair  greenish  round  leaf. 

The  s.s.  Scot  has  arrived  with  26  bales. 

Calumba. — Fair  brownish  natural  sorts  sold  at  from 
9s.  Qd.  to  10s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Cardamoms  met  with  a  dragging  market,  and  prices  were 
easier  inclined,  at  the  following  rates  : — Ceylon-Mysores : 
Good  bold  palish  smooth,  3j.  ;  bold  medium  pale,  Is.  Wd. 
to  2s. :  fair  medium  to  palish,  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  8d.  ;  medium  pale 
split,  Is.  7d. ;  small  and  medium  pale,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d  ;  bold 
shelly,  Is.  to  Is.  Id. ;  peas,  lid. ;  brown  splits  and  pickings,  lOd. 
to  Is.  Seeds  sold  at  from  Is.  21.  to  Is.  4d.  per  lb.  Tellicherry, 
long  brownish  three-arched  fruit,  Is.  51.  to  Is.  Qd. ;  medium 
ditto,  Is.  3d. ;  small  and  medium,  Is.;  dark  reddish,  10^.  to 
lid.  per  lb.  It  is  said  that  India  has  bought  largely  of 
late,  but  a  fair  quantity  is  arriving  on  the  London  market 
just  now. 

Cascarilla. — Four  bales  of  fair  small  broken  brownish 
sold  at  53s.  per  cwt.,  and  a  bale  from  another  catalogue  had 
been  sold  privately. 

Coca-leaves. — All  more  or  less  brownish  Ceylon  leaves 
sold  at  5fd.  and  8±d.  per  lb. ;  pickings  and  damages  at  l\d.  ; 
5  other  cases  of  Ceylon  brought  Q\d. 

Cubebs. — Good  cleau  berries  (64  bags)  sold  "  without 
reserve"  at  30s.  and  33s.  per  cwt;  and  two  other  parcels  of 
30  and  20  bags  were  bought  in. 

Cuttle-fish  Bone. — Very  dull  and  broken  bone  from 
Bushire  sold  at  Id.  per  lb.,  "  without  reserve." 

Dragon's-blood. — Very  seedy  lump  was  taken  out  at  9/. 
Two  cases  of  medium  bright  lump  sold  at  71.  17s.  6i.,  and 
good  bright  part  reboilecl  lump  at  9/.  per  cwt.  A  case  of  dull 
damp  brought  81.  7s.  6.1  The  s.s.  Benledi  from  Penang  has 
arrived  with  11  cases,  and  the  Tdemachus  from  Singapore 
with  23  cases. 

Elemi. — Lower.  A  string  of  15  cases,  mostly  good  white 
Manila,  sold  at  from  65s.  to  67s.  Qd.,  mostly  at  the  higher 
figure. 

Ergot  showed  an  easier  tendency,  6  bags  of  fair  Spanish 
selling,  without  reserve,  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  and  from 
another  catalogue  3  bags  of  Spanish  sold  at  Is.  Id.,  "  subject." 

Gamboge. — Lower  on  sale  without  reserve,  26  cases 
selling  at  from  16'.  5,t.  to  18/.  5j.  for  good  rough  Siam  pipe 
with  mostly  orange  fracture,  slightly  blocky,  the  bulk  mostly 
selling  at  18,'.  to  18.'.  5s.  Goodpickings  sold  at  16.'.  5s.,  and 
common  pickings  15.'.  15s.  per  cwt.  These  prices  show  an 
irregular  decline  of  about  15s.  to  20s.  on  the  recent  nominal 
prices,  but  pickings  were  rather  dearer. 

Gum  Sandarac. — Thirteen  bags  Australian  gum  sold  at 
from  40s.  to  42s.  per  cwt. 

Honey.— Jamaica  in  barrels  brought  from  22s.  to  23s. 
Common  black  Mexican  'n  cases,  a  new  article  for  this 
market,  sold  at  14s.  Qd.  per  cw  \.  - 
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Ipecacuanha. — There  was  an  excellent  demand  for  both 
Kio  and  Cartagena  root  at  steady  prices.  Good  bright 
natural  Rio  sold  at  5s.  Id.  to  5s.  2d.,  and  fair  at  5s.  per  lb. 
So-called  "  cultivated "  Rio  was  rather  easier,  13  bales  of 
fair,  partly  native-picked,  selling  at  5s.  2d.  to  5s.  3d.  per  lb. 
Cartagena  also  sold  freely  at  from  3s.  5d.  to  3s.  3d.,  accord- 
ing to  quality.  The  stock  of  Rio  in  the  London  warehouses 
is  466  packages,  against  478  at  the  same  time  of  last  year, 
and  the  total  stock  of  both  Rio  and  Cartagena  is  723,  against 
9Z9  at  the  same  time  last  year.  Present  price  for  Rio  is  5s., 
against  9s.  9d. 

Kola — Four  bags  African  halves  (from  S.  Thome),  part 
mouldly,  sold  at  31.  per  lb.  For  bold  clean  West  Indian  6d. 
was  asked. 

Menthol. — Easier,  with  sellers  of  Kobayashi  brand  at 
22s.  per  lb. 

Myrrh. — Two  bags  sif tings  sold  without  reserve  at  69s., 
and  small  dusty  mixed  at  61s.  per  cwt.  Good  pale  picked 
gum  was  held  at  61. 

Oil,  Cassia,  containing  83-per-cent.  to  84-per-cent.  c.a. 
was  obtainable  at  3s. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus.— For  Magnet  brand,  containing  68  per 
cent,  cineol,  Is.  l^d.  per  lb.  was  accepted,  subject.  Fourteen 
cases  of  Portuguese  Globulus  were  taken  out,  and  50  cases 
Australian  commercial  oil  (Clarke's  brand)  were  held  at  lOd. 

Oil,  Lime. — A  box  of  hand-pressed,  from  Montserrat,  sold 
at  3s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Further  parcels  were  offered  "without 
reserve,"  and  included  30  cases  American  HGH,  which 
realised  13s.  to  13s  6d.  per  lb.,  with  one  lot  at  14s.,  as  com- 
pared with  14s.  6d.  obtained  at  the  previous  auctions  under 
similar  conditions.  Five  other  cases  of  HGH  were  disposed 
of  at  13s.  6//.,  and  4  cases  so-called  Wayne  County  oil  at 
5s.  3d.  to  5s.  6d.  Japanese  dementholised  is  obtainable 
at  8s.  per  lb.    Privately  HGH  is  now  quoted  13s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Rose. — Good  East  Indian  is  obtainable  at  4JA 
per  oz. 

Rhubarb. — Quiet.  Two  cases  medium  and  flat  Canton, 
with  three-quarters  good  pinky  fracture,  sold  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb., 
subject  to  approval.  Medium  to  bold  flat  High  dried,  with 
three-quarters  good  pinky  fracture,  sold  at  from  7f  to  3d. 
per  lb.,  at,  which  private  sales  have  been  made.  Five  cases 
of  flat,  very  wormy,  sold  at  3d.  Good  bold  round  Shensi  was 
held  at  2s.  9d.  to  3s.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — No  genuine  grey  Jamaica  was  offered  ; 
25  bales  of  Lima-Jamaica  sold  at  from  ll^d.  to  Is.  per  lb. 
for  coarse  and  country-damaged.  Honduras  was  limited  at 
Is.  <\d.  per  lb. 

During  1902  the  Republic  of  Honduras  exported  sarsaparilla 
valued  at  80,602  pesos,  or  $31,838. 

Senega  is  easier,  with  sellers  at  3s.  6d.  per  lb.,  net,  spot. 

Senna. — Practically  no  Tinnevelly  sold,  being  in  second- 
hands  and  highly  limited.  Thirteen  bales  good  pale 
Alexandrian  pods  sold  at  6d.  to  6^d.  for  sound,  and  5d.  to 
5f<Z.  for  sea-damaged;  2\d,  was  paid  for  a  few  bales  of 
broken  leaf. 

Tonka  Beans  are  lower.  A  parcel  of  17  packages  of 
Para  beans  were  sold  at  from  5d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  for  more  or 
less  foxy  quality.  For  good  frosted  Para  Is.  5d.  is  wanted  ; 
and  2s.  lid.  was  refused  for  1  cask  of  Arjgostura. 

Turmeric— Of  Madras  turmeric  111  bags  sold  at  from 
9s.  3d.,  subject,  to  10s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  dull  and  part  wormy 
ringer ;  52  other  bags  brought  from  8s.  to  8s.  6d.  for  dull 
wormy  finger. 

Valerian. — Very  fair  Japanese  sold  at  17s.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  was  represented  by  3  barrels  only, 
which  sold  at  81.  5s.  Five  cases  of  Cuban  sold  at  from 
11.  5s.  to  11.  Is.  6d.,  and  58  packages  Zanzibar  were  disposed 
of  at  from  61.  15s.  to  11.,  the  higher  figure  being  paid  for 
Mozambique  rolls  of  fair  quality. 

Wax,  Japanese.— Privately  72s.  6d.  is  quoted  spot,  and 
for  arrival  69s.,  c.i.f.  In  auction  a  fairly  large  quantity  was 
offered,  but  nothing  sold  publicly  ;  53  cases  were  disposed  of 
previous  to  the  auction. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  Spirit-question. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  last  week  it  is  stated  erroneously 
that  the  replies  of  manufacturers  to  the  questions  issued  by 
the  Joint  Committee  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  were  not  unanimous. 
The  reverse  is  the  case,  the  replies  being  practically  unani- 
mous, the  only  point  of  difference  being  in  a  few  instances 
as  to  the  desirability  of  levying  duty  on  imported  chemical 
substances  in  the  manufacture  of  which  alcohol  or  ether  are 
employed.  It  may  be  useful  to  say,  as  regards  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce,  that  the 
usual  mode  of  procedure  is  by  memorial  to  the  Government. 
In  all  probability  this  method  may  be  adopted  when  the 
whole  subject  of  the  extended  use  of  spirit  can  be  fully  and 
adequately  discussed  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  your 
readers  that  in  the  discussion  on  my  paper  on  "  The  Need  of 
Duty-free  Alcohol  for  Industrial  Use,"  Sir  Wm.  Ramsay 
expressed  surprise  that  British  distillers  do  not  make  abso- 
lute alcohol.  I  immediately  communicated  with  the 
Revenue  authorities  on  the  matter,  and  the  following  is  the 
reply,  dated  March  25,  1903:— 

Inland  Revenue, 

Somerset  House,  I  onion,  W.C., 

25th  March,  1903. 
Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  letter  dated  the  12th  instant,  I 
am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  redistillation  of  spirit  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  absolute 
alcohol  is  a  process  which  cannot  legally  be  carried  on  except 
under  the  authority  of  a  distiller's  or  rectifier's  licence,  and 
subject  to  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Spirits  Act,  1880, 
which  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  preclude  the  grant  of  the  con- 
cession asked  for.  I  am,  Gentlemen,  &c. 

The  Spirits  Act,  1880,  Part  I.,  Section  5,  Clause  7,  says  : — ■ 

No  person  may  without  being  licensed  to  do  so,  or  on  any 
premises  to  which  his  licence  does  not  extend — ■ 

(ft l  Have  or  use  a  still  for  distilling,  rectifying,  or  compounding 
spirits ;  or 

(6)  Brew  or  make  wort  or  wash,  or  distil  low  wines,  feints,  or 
spirits ;  or 

(c)  Rectify  or  compound  spirits. 

Clause  2.  If  any  person  contravenes  this  section  he  shall  for 
such  offence  incur  a  fine  of  500/.,  and  all  spirits,  and  vessels, 
utensils,  and  materials  for  distilling  or  preparing  spirits  in  his 
possession  shall  be  forfeited. 

By  Section  8  (1)  a  person  shall  not  have  a  licence  to  keep  a  still 
of  less  capacity  than  400  gals,  unless  he  has  in  use  a  still  of  that 
capacity  or  produces  to  the  Commissioners  a  certificate,  signed  by 
three  Justices  for  the  county  or  place,  that  he  is  a  person  of  good 
character  and  fit  and  proper  to  be  licensed  to  keep  such  a  still, 
and  that  the  premises  in  which  he  proposes  to  erect  the  still  and 
of  which  he  is  in  actual  possession  are  of  the  yearly  value  of  10/. 
at  least. 

It  is  passing  strange  that  the  comparatively  simple  pro- 
cess of  dehydrating  spirit,  however  high  the  strength  sold 
by  distillers,  cannot  be  permitted.  No  fermenting-process 
is  required  or  desired  ;  at  the  worst,  a  fractionation  after  the 
everyday  process  of  dehydration  by  well-known  and  com- 
monly employed  agents  is  all  that  can  happen — and  that  in 
r  o  great  scale.  Professors  and  demonstrators  in  chemical- 
schools  have  applied  for  permission  to  make  their  own 
absolute  alcohol  when  they  require  it,  with  the  result  that 
they  were  told  the  matter  would  be  considered  when  they 
had  "received  permission  to  use  the  duty-free  alcohol." 
One  of  them  observes,  "  Of  course,  this  is  the  whole  point 
for  research  chemists ;  if  we  may  not  do  what  we  like  in 
experimental  work  with  the  spirit,  it  is  of  no  use  to  us."  A 
remedy  for  this  paradoxical  condition  of  things  will  no 
doubt  be  found.  -  ■■•      <->■  Yours  tiuly, 

London,  E  ,  April  3.  Thomas  Tyrer. 
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Federation  Circulars. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  George  F.  Merson,  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Associations, 
1he  subjoined  copies  of  circulars  issued  to  affiliated^ Associa- 
tions : — 

Forthcoming  Council  Election. 

Dear  Sib, — In  view  of  the  approach  of  the  annual  election  of 
members  to  serve  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  it  is  suggested 
that,  immediately  the  nominations  are  published,  your  Association 
should  arrange  a  meeting  at  wlich  the  names  of  candidates 
might  be  submitted,  with  a  view  to  selecting  for  support  those 
gentlemen  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  are  best  qualified 
for  this  important  work.  It  is  also  suggested  that  your  Executive 
Committee  take  such  steps  as  may  be  deemed  proper  to  ensure 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  every  chemist  in  your  district  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Societ}-  shall  exercise  his  privilege  and  record  his 
votes.  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  this  request  to  you  in  the 
hope  that  interest  in  the  election  may  be  stimulated,  and  that 
the  number  of  voters  who  do  not  as  a  rule  fill  in  their  voting- 
papers  may  be  considerably  reduced. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc. 
Poisons  Committee  Report. 

Deae  Sik, — My  Executive  Committee  think  it  advisable  that 
members  of  Parliament  should  at  once  be  approached  in  this 
matter.  Without  in  any  way  attempting  to  forestall  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  or  to  embarrass  its  officials  in 
■whatever  line  of  action  may  be  decided  upon,  it  is  suggested  that 
a  letter  on  the  lines  of  the  copy  herewith  enclosed  should  be  sent 
to  members,  or  preferably  as  a  memorial,  signed  by  all  registered 
men  in  the  parliamentary  division  or  divisions  covered  by  your 
Association. 

It  is  felt  that  such  a  communication  would  pave  the  way  for 
further  correspondence,  or,  better  still,  for  a  personal  interview  by 
deputation,  at  such  a  time  when  a  plan  of  campaign  has  been 
formulated  and  prompt  decisive  action  becomes  imperative. 
Meantime  a  small  "Watch  Committee"  might  be  formed,  to 
co-operate  with  the  divisional  officer  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
as  occasion  requires.  Yours  very  faithfully,  <fcc. 

(The  Suggested  Letter.)  - 

Sib, — A  report  by  a  Departmental  Committee,  which  may  have 
. a  most  important  bearing  on  the  sale  of  certain  poisons  used  in 
connection  with  agriculture  and  horticulture  has  been  presented 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

The  report  recommends — and  the  recommendation  is  based  on 
most  inadequate  evidence — that  the  sale  of  such  poisons  does  not 
require  any  special  training  nor  supervision,  and  that  the  interests 
.  of  those- who  carry  on  agricultural  and  horticultural  pursuits  are 
interfered  with  on  account  of  the  difficulty  and  unnecessary 
trouble  alleged  to  be  experienced  in  obtaining  supplies. 

That  these  statements  have  no  foundation  on  facts  can  easily  be 
proved. 

In  1868  the  Legislature  enacted,  after  very  careful  inquiry,  that 
the  education  of  the  vendor  was  the  only  safeguard  to  the  public 
in  the  regulating  of  the  sale  of  poisons. 

That  conclusion  still  holds  good,  and  with  greater  force  (now 
than  then),  while  as  to  the  alleged  inconvenience  referred  to  no 
evidence  was  given  which  could  logically  justify  such  a  finding. 

Had  some  of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  poisonous  sheep-dips, 
&c,  been  called  as  witnesses,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that 
they  would  have  shown  they  were  quite  satisfied  with  the  present 
legal  channels  for  the  distribution  of  their  goods. 

The  Prime  Minister  has  stated,  in  reply  to  a  question  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  "  The  report  is  under  consideration  with 
a  view  to  legislation  at  the  earliest  opportunity." 

When  such  time  arrives  -—  will  again  communicate  with  you  ; 

meantime  ^  think  it  advisable,  and  would  respectfully  ask  you  to 

reserve  your  opinion  upon  the  questions  involved. 

Yours  very  faithfully,  &c. 

Staff  and  Turnover. 

Sir, — Your  two  correspondents,  "  Contented  Young 
Chemist "  and  "  Esse  quam  Videri,"  prove  that  it  is  possible 
to  work  a  business  of  1,000/.  a  year  without  assistance,  but 
it  may  be  noted  that  one  of  them  is  admittedly  young  and 
the  other  has  only  had  two  years  of  it.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  have  their  views  on  this  point  ten  or  fifteen  years  hence. 
In  the  first  years  of  my  career,  when  my  turnover  was  much 
less,  I  also  managed  without  assistance,  and  for  eight  years 
I  went  without  a  holiday,  but  can  it  be  maintained  seriously 
that  this  is  good  for  one's  physical  health  ? 

I  may  tell  "  Esse  quam  Videri "  that  my  hours  per  week 
are  fourteen  more  than  his.    Businesses  also  vary  much ; 


what  may  be  possible  where  the  average  amount  of  purchase 
is  a  shilling  is  impossible  where,  as  in  my  case,  the  average 
is  twopence  to  threepence.  I  wish  to  ask  your  correspondents 
if  they  ever  get  a  holiday,  or  an  occasional  day  or  half-day 
away  from  the  eternal  grind  ?  Do  they  never  have  occasion 
to  attend  a  meeting  or  other  function  in  the  evening,  and 
are  ttey  never  laid  up  with  sickness  1  In  the  event  of  any 
of  these  contingencies  I  shall  be  pleased  to  learn  how  they 
manage.  Yours  faithfully, 

Lancastrian.  (253/47) 

Sir, — I  have  been  following  Mr.  Pickering's  and  other 
letters  re  turnovers.  May  I  ask  what  would  your  readers 
consider  the  profits  of  a  business  with  a  turnover  of  1,000/. 
It  is  a  mixed  business — prescribing,  a  little  teeth-extracting, 
&c  ,  patent  medicines  about  10/.  worth  a  month  at  store 
prices,  and  a  good  deal  of  penny  trade.  I  think  we  could 
greatly  interest  each  other  by  writing  letters  cf  a  mutual 
character  without  publishing  our  real  names. 

Yours  truly, 

Ixqiirer.  (25?/64) 

Sir. — If  "Lancastrian"  wishes  to  put  me  through  it,  I 
am  willing  to  take  him  at  his  word  at  once.  It  is  no  n<w 
experience  to  me  to  work  a  business,  practically  single- 
handed,  doing-  more  than  1,000/.  a  year  ;  indeed,  I  am  doing 
that  now.  Being  a  North-country  man,  fear  of  work  never 
bothers  me  ;  the  more  there  is  the  better  I  like  it.  But  lorg 
hours  and  short  pay  are  what  I  do  object  to. 

Yours  faithfully, 

52  Acacia  Road,  N.W.  C.  F.  Pickering. 

Stores  and  Assistants. 

Sir, — I  could  not  allow  the  letter  of  one  who  signs  himself 
"  Another  Stores  Man  "  to  pass  unchallenged,  affecting  as  it 
does  so  seriously  the  status  of  the  professional  side  of 
pbarmacopoly.  The  first  thing  that  struck  me  was  a  wonder 
as  to  whether  your  correspondent  had  emerged  from  the 
shell  of  his  apprenticeship,  as  the  tone  of  his  letter  reminded 
one  of  the  irresponsible  babblings  of  youth.  In  the  second 
place,  considering  the  illogical  construction  and  slangy  terms 
used,  the  only  possible  inference  I  was  able  to  arrive  at  was 
that  the  young  man  had  become  initiated  in  the  art  and 
mystery  of  pharmacy  in  a  draper's  emporium,  or  in  one  of 
those  so-called  cash  chemists'.  Assuming  my  surmises  are 
well  founded,  the  prescription  which  had  previously  been 
charged  Is.  6rl.  (and  for  which  the  individual  in  question  had 
charged  lOrZ  ),  as  it  contained  an  article  in  the  first  schedule 
to  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1  consider  the  charge  quite  reasonable, 
as  it  was  undoubtedly  dispensed  by  a  qualified  man.  I 
would  driw  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  person  can  visit 
a  doctor  in  Wbitechapel  and  obtain  advice,  including  medi- 
cine, for  6.1.,  whereas  in  Harley  Street  he  would  pay  3/.  3s. 
for  the  advice  alone.  The  moral  is  obvious  :  "  Every  man 
values  his  professional  ability  when  he  has  any."  As  to  the 
question  of  salary,  "  Another  Stores  Man"  speaks  with  an 
insufficient  knowledge  of  facts.  Plenty  of  men  with 
orthodox  pharmacists  are  doing  better  than  he  is,  depend- 
ing, as  they  do,  on  the  superiority  of  their  individuality  and 
general  intelligence.  Wishing  your  correspondent  no  harm, 
I  can  only  advise  him  to  look  to  the  future,  or  what  will 
become  of  him  in  his  old  age  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

A  Chemist.  (117/2.) 

Sir, — For  the  benefit  of  the  qualified  assistants  who  have 
not  yet  succumbed  to  the  Stores  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering  might 
give  us  the  full  text  of  the  agreement  that  he  was  expected 
to  sign.  Yours, 

Xylem.  (248/33.) 

Sir, — Mr.  Pickering's  gospel  is  unique — emancipation  for 
the  assistant,  slavery  for  the  master.  This  is  going  one 
better  than  the  trade-unions.  I  should  like  to  compel  him 
to  mangage  single-handed  a  non-dispensing  business  doing 
1,000/.  a  year.  I  venture  to  assert  that  in  less  than  two 
years  he  would  be  glad  to  buy  a  cats'-meat  round  if  he  were 
still  alive.  Yours  truly, 

Bondage.  (249,7) 


Letters  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  Prlcc-pro'e  :tion,  Indoor 
Sititaticns,  and  ether  subjects  next  tvceli. 
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Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1903, 
before  formulating  Queries. 

| 

.  248/57.  J.  Ji.  C. — Liability  to  inhabited-house  duty 
begins  on  the  date  of  occupancy. 

250/4.  Pharmac. — An  apprentice  cannot  be  transferred 
along  with  a  business  without  the  consent  of  the  apprentice 
or  his  guardian. 

248/63.  H.  C.  It.— The  simplest  course  for  you  to  take 
is  to  wait  for  the  firm  to  sue  you. 

254/23.  A.  S. — (1)  Carbolic  disinfecting-powder  is  not  a 
scheduled  poison.  (2)  "  Drug  and  patent- medicine  vendor  " 
is  not  an  infringement  of  Pharmacy  Act  titles. 

253/38.  A  Subscriber. — A  publican  may  sell  Hall's  coca- 
wine.  There  is  no  evidence  that  it  is  a  preparation  of  a 
poisonous  vegetable  alkaloid. 

253/27.  P.  B. — Since  your  disinfecting-fluid  contains 
only  2  3  per  cent,  of  phenols,  it  is  no  more  a  poison  (legally) 
than  is  Epsom  salts.  Your  label  satisfies  the  law's  require- 
ments. 

253  5.  Tgnoramus* — We  are  in  the  same  position  as  your- 
self in  regard  to  supposed  poisonous  proprietary  preparations 
which  are  sold  indiscriminately.  The  liability  to  label 
them  poison  devolves  upon  the  makers,  and  if  they  neglect 
to  do  so  it  is  as  much  the  business  of  the  man  in  the  street 
as  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  take  proceedings.  But 
it  is  the  Society's  duty  to  prosecute  unqualified  retailers  for 
selling  such  articles  if  they  contain  a  scheduled  poison. 
About  twenty  years  ago  a  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  House 
of  Commons  providing  that  the  Society  should  examine  all 
dutiable  medicines  before  they  were  put  upon  the  market, 
but  a  Dissolution  killed  the  Bill. 

246/10.  Dominus. — (1)  An  occasional  licence  for  retail- 
ing wine  lasts  for  the  period  required  by  the  applicant. 

(2)  A  wine-licence  may  be  transferred  by  application  of  the 
successor  to  the  Brewster  Sessions  in  the  ordinary  manner. 

(3)  The  proposed  sub-letting  of  your  premises  would  deter- 
mine your  occupancy,  and  the  tenant  would  not  be  regarded 
as  the  manager  of  your  wine-business.  He  would  require  to 
take  out  a  licence,  and  you  cannot  compel  him  to  do  so. 

261/25.  Querent  asks  if  a  dispenser  with  a  doctor  is 
entitled  to  a  month's  notice,  as  in  the  retail  drug-trade  1  [No 
case  establishing  the  custom  has  been  decided.] — "  Quercus" 
also  asks  if,  in  the  event  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  passing,  an 
unqualified  assistant  dispensing  poisons  with  a  medical  man 
(not  open  surgery)  would  be  liable  ?  [No  ;  the  liability,  if 
any,  would  fall  upon  his  employer.] 

259/35.  Depot.—  Each  of  the  labels  contains  a  dutiable 
recommendation.  If  you  read  the  treatise  on  "Medicine- 
stamp  Duty "  in  our  Diary,  you  will  see  where  your  ideas 
have  misled  you. 

261/26.  Dubious  asks  if  it  is  necessary  to  take  out  a 
patent-medicine  licence  for  the  sale  of  a  stamped  proprietary, 
sales  being  solely  transacted  by  post,  retail  and  wholesale. 
The  premises  are  not  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  an 
address  for  postal  trade  and  dwelling-house.  [If  the  goods 
are  despatched  from  licensed  premises  the  Inland  Kevenue 
authorities  would  not  require  an  additional  licence  to  be 
taken  put  for  the  postal  address,  provided  the  stamped  goods 
are  not  in' any  way  handled  at  that  address.  But  if  so 
handled,  a  licence  must  be  taken  out  in  respect  of  the 
premises.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


248/40.  Wisdom—  The  best  dozen  drugs  for  a  South 
African  traveller  to  carry  would  be  quinine-pills,  chlorodyne, 
aperient-pills,  Doyer's  powder,  sodium  bicarbonate,  lau- 
danum, mustard-leaves,  ipecacuanha-wine,  sodium-bisulphate 
tablets,  potassium  chlorate,  boric  acid,  and  zinc  ointment. 


248/67.  Stamina. — (1)  We  are  writing  you  in  regard  to 
metal  medicine-chests.  (2)  "The  Ship-captain's  Medical 
Guide "  or  Moore's  "  Family  Medicine  and  Hygiene  for 
India"  (Churchill),  and  Warrick  and  Tunstall's  "First-aid 
to  the  Injured  and  Sick  "  (Wright  &  Co.) 

242/66.  J.  A.  C. — Dormiol,  or  amylene-chloral,  is  pro- 
duced by  the  action  of  amylene  hydrate  on  chloral.  It  is 
an  oily  liquid,  but  commercially  it  is  supplied  as  a  50-per=. 
cent,  solution.  The  dose  is  5  to  50  minims  in  a  2-oz.  draught 
with  ext.  glycyrrh.  liq.  Melancholia  and  other  nerve- 
disorders  are  treated  with  dormiol. 

243/45.  Zemo  asks  if  any  other  dry  substance  than 
asafetida  has  a  taste  and  smell  resembling  onions  or 
shallots.    We  do  hot  know  of  such  a  substance. 

246/43.  Veterinary. — You  do  not  seem  to  be  aware  that 
ammonia  and  turpentine  are  usual  things  to  give  for 
cleansing  cattle,  and  that  their  stimulating  properties  also 
fit  them  as  remedies — perhaps  not  the  best* — for  scour. 

r  .  ,v,v    ,  > 

243/44.  Vdox.— Soap-making. — The  quantities  you  give 
are  right,  but  the  caustic  soda  you  use  may  be  a. little  under 
98  per  cent.,  in  which  case  increase  the  quantity  slightly. 
Be  careful  also  that  the  fat  used  is  free  from  salt. 

246/2.    Chemicus. — (1)  Hair-wash  containing  formalin  : — • 

Cantharidin   gr.  j. 

.Ether,  acetic.    5vj. 

Spt.  rosmarini    ...  5iij. 

01.  ricini   Jss. 

Formalin  5ij- 

Aq.  coloniensis  ad   ...       ...       ...  5viij. 

Dissolve  the  cantharidin  in  the  acetic  ether  by  agitation,  then 
mix  with  the  other  ingredients. 

(2)  "  Timber  tongue  "  is  a  popular  name  for  actinomycosis 
in  cattle.  Affected  animals  should  be  isolated,  and  if  not 
amenable  to  treatment  with  potassium  iodide  and  iodine 
should  be  destroyed,  as  the  disease  is  contagious,  and  may 
be  communicated  to  human  beings.  (3)  For  makers  of 
ammoniated-quinine  tablets  consult  the  tablet-makers  who 
advertise  in  the  (J.  $  D.  (4)  The  strychnine  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  colouration  of  Easton's  syrup  ; '  caramelisation 
of  the  sugar  is  the  trouble.  (5)  Veterinary  Embrc ca- 
tion.— The  following,  from  "Veterinary  Counter-practice," 
is  good  : — 


Vitelli  

 yu- 

Sapon.  moll.  ... 

  3vj. 

01.  terebinth.... 

  5xx. 

Liq.  amnion,  fort. 

 5v. 

Acidi  acetici  ... 

 Siv. 

Camphorfe 

 5vj. 

Spirit  

 '  Sviij 

Ol.  succini  rect. 

 §iv. 

Aqua?  ad 

  Oiv. 

Rub  the  soap  gradually  with  10  oz.  o£  water  to  form  a  smooth 
jelly  ;  add  the  spirit  with  the  camphor  dissolved  in  it ;  mix  the 
turpentine  and  the  oil  of  amber;  add  gradually  to  the.  mixture, 
stirring  assiduously  the  while,  and  aiding  emulsificition  by  the 
occasional  addition  of  a  little  water.  Then  add  the  ammonia. 
Now  transfer  to  a  Winchester,  add  gradually  the  acetic  acid  • 
diluted  with  a  pint  or  more  of  water  ;  add  the  eggs  one  by  one, 
well  shaking  all  the  time,  and  finally  make  up  to  80  oz.  with 
water. 

253/74.    E.  R. — We  do  not  know  any  case  of  cure  or 
failure. 

250/63.  Grocers'  and  Drug-trade  Combination  has  not 
sent  his  name  and  address.  If  this  should  happen  to  catch 
his  eye,  perhaps  he  will  dwell  upon  it  long  enough  to  learn 
that  he  is  all  wrong  about  his  facts.  The  Pharmacy  Bill  is 
not  dealing  with  the  poisons  schedule. 


Information  Wanted. 


260/25.    Who  is  the  proprietor  of  Palmer's  Hepatine  1 

258/66.  Who  are  the  manufacturers  of  Fenilena  pre- 
parations ? 
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The  New  Persian  Tariff. — The  new  Persian  tariff  is 
stated  to  be  expressly  levelled  against  British  goods.  It 
appears  to  have  been  framed  by  Russia  with  the  object  of 
destroying  British  and  Indian  trade.  It  came  into  force 
witb  only  three  days'  notice.  An  appeal  for  three  months' 
grace  to  Teheran  was  refused.  Tea  now  pays  a  duty  of 
75  per  cent.  All  duties  are  now  specific,  and  are  based  on 
freight. 

Of  More  Importance. — The  correspondents  of  the  States- 
man, of  Calcutta,  have  been  airing  opinions  and  suggestions 
to  an  inordinate  extent  on  the  question  of  a  "  Victoria 
Memorial."  Asa  relief  to  this,  "Kal  Ao,"  of  Berhampur. 
suggests  a  matter  of  equal,  if  not  greater,  importance  to  the 
province  of  Bengal.  What,  he  asks,  has  become  of  the 
Poisons  Act  of  Bengal  ?  Will  it  ever  come  out  of  its  pigeon- 
hole and  become  a  useful  addition  to  the  statutes  ? 

Denatured  Alcohol. — The  Board  of  Trade  have  received 
through  the  India  Office,  a  copy  of  Notification  No.  7935  of 
November  12,  1902,  respecting  the  rules  to  be  observed  for 
the  importation  of  spirit  rendered  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion into  the  ports  of  Bombay  and  Karachi.  The  present 
Notification  supersedes  No.  5278  of  September  7,  1898,  and 
a  copy  of  it  may  be  seen  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  59  Parliament  Street,  London, 
S.W. 

Indian  Indigo  and  Japan. — The  indigo-merchants  of 
Madras  bitterly  complain  of  the  enhanced  import-duty, 
amounting  to  8  yen  per  picul,  which  will  be  imposed  in 
Japan  on  Indian  indigo,  while  the  duty  on  synthetic  and 
Java  indigo  will  remain  unchanged  (see  C.  D.,  March  14, 
page  450).  This  important  commercial  intelligence  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  disseminated  through  any  official 
channel  or  else  action  might  have  been  taken  to  avert  it. 
The  new  duty  came  into  force  on  April  1. 

Cocoanut-palm  Industry. — In  the  course  of  an  article  in 
the  Ceylon  Independent  it  is  stated  that  within  the  past  ten 
'  or  fifteen  years  there  has  been  a  great  development  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  cocoanut-palm  in  Ceylon.  The  production 
is  estimated  at  not  less  than  800  million  nuts,  of  which 
nearly  half  are  exported  in  the  husk,  in  the  shell,  as  oil, 
and  after  desiccation.  In  addition  a  large  number  of  trees 
are  reserved  for  toddy-drawing  and  the  distillation  of  arrack. 
The  value  of  the  arrack  consumed  in  the  island  (over  a 
million  gallons)  has  been  computed  in  a  recent  official  paper 
at  7,629,067r.,  and  of  this  sum  the  Government  now  receives 
3,000,000r.  a  year,  or  one-eighth  of  the  total  revenue,  by  the 
sale  of  the  monopoly  of  retailing  the  spirit  to  "  renters." 

Poisoned  Quinine. — A  strange  poisoning-case  occurred 
in  the  Cavalry  Hospital,  Poona,  recently.  When  the  1st. 
Bombay  Lancers  handed  over  charge  to  the  3rd  Bombay 
Cavalry,  the  new  hospital  assistant  in  charge  had  six  troopers 
suffering  from  fever.  Finding  a  bottle  on  the  dispensary- 
tible  labelled  "Quinine-sulphate  mixture,  10  gr.,"  he  gave 
doses  to  the  men,  who  speedily  manifested  signs  of  poison- 
ing. An  inquiry  was  held  by  the  chief  medical  and  military 
officers  of  the  station,  but  no  important  evidence  was 
forthcoming.  Later  one  trooper  died,  the  others  getting 
well,  and  a  further  inquiry  was  ordered.  The  hospital 
assistant  was  exonerated  from  all  blame.  It  is  stated  that 
some  mercury  salt  was  afterwards  found  in  the  mixture. 

Indian  Cotton-seed  Oil. — In  the  annual  report  of  the 
Upper  India  Chamber  of  Commerce  there  is  an  interesting 
section  relating  to  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  cotton- 
seed oil  industry  in  India.  It  has  often  been  asserted  that 
Indian  cotton-seed  was  unsuitable  for  oil-making  on  a 
profitable  basis,  because  of  the  relatively  poor  yield  of  oil, 
and  the  extreme  tenacity  with  which  the  lint  adheres  to 
the  capsules,  rendering  special  machinery  necessary  and  the 
process  over-costly.  Experimental  crushings  in  the  United 
States  do  not  support  this  view.  One  firm  of  machinery- 
makers  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  "seed  was  very  rich 
in  oil,  equal  to,  if  not  better  than,  the  American."  The 
Tivics  a/  India  says  there  seems  to  be  no  insuperable  obstacle 
to  the  establishing  of  the  industry  in  India,  and  if  the  export 
of  the  seed  is  continued  instead  of  the  manufactured  product, 
it  will  be  a  reflection  upon  the  enterprise  of  the  commercial 
community. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  mews. 

New  Quinine-factory.— A  factory  has  been  opened  in 
Maarssen,  near  Utrecht,  under  the  style  of  Niedei  liindische 
Chininfabrik,  for  the  extraction  of  alkaloids  from  cinchona. 
It  is  started  for  "  its  own  and  foreign  account." 

Duty  on  Patent  Foods  in  Costa  Rica.— By  a  decree 
of  February  18,  1903,  the  duty  on  Fallieres'  phosphate  has 
been  reduced  from  2.50  colons  ($1.16  gold)  per  kilo,  to 
0  10  colon  (4.5c.)  per  kilo.,  making  it  at  the  same  rate  as 
that  on  Horlick's,  Mellin's,  and  Nestle's  foods. 

German  Products  in  America.— The  German  Govern- 
ment is  about  to  establish  a  permanent  exhibition  of  German 
products  and  manufactures  in  the  United  States.  The 
exhibition  will  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Consul- 
General  at  New  York,  who  will  be  authorised  to  accept 
orders  for  German  firms  whose  samples  are  shown.  There 
will  also  be  branch  depots  at  Chicago  and  other  leading 
cities. 

International  Patents,  &c,  Convention. — Messrs. 
Edward  Evans  &  Co.  inform  us  that  Germany  will  join  the 
International  Convention  for  the  Protection  of  Industrial 
Property  (patents,  designs,  and  trade-marks)  on  May  1. 
Applicants  for  patents  in  the  United  Kingdom  after  that 
date  will  therefore  have  the  right  of  priority  in  Germany  as 
from  the  date  of  their  application  here  if  their  application 
be  made  in  Germany  within  twelve  months  of  the  corre- 
sponding application  in  this  country. 

Russian  Platinum. — The  production  of  platinum  in 
Russia  in  1902  was  as  follows,  in  poods  :  Societe  du  Platine, 
of  Paris,  159 ;  Count  P.  P.  Schouvaloff,  99  ;  Prince  Demidoff , 
53  ;  Kolli,  40  ;  small  exploitations,  15  ;  offered  in  the  market, 
80  ;  total  446  poods,  or  7,306  kilos.  The  metal  "  offered  in 
the  market  "  was  really  stolen,  or  obtained  by  unauthorised 
workers.  All  of  this  platinum  was  produced  in  the  Ural. 
Only  a  small  part  of  the  metal  is  used  in  Russia,  most  of  it 
being  exported  at  once  to  London,  or  to  Hanau,  Germany, 
where  it  is  refined. 

Danish  Notes— A  petition  from  nearly  all  the  medical 
men  in  Denmark  is  to  be  presented  to  the  Minister  of  Justice 
to  try  to  obtain  amendment  of  the  Medical  Acts  so  that  they 
may  deal  more  effectively  with  quacks.  A  deputation  of 
peasants  recently  waited  on  the  Minister  of  Justice,  asking 
permission  for  a  skilful  (but  unqualified)  man  living  in  the 
country  to  practise  as  a  physician,  the  reason  being  tha  t 
"  the  wise  man  had  given  health  to  many  people."  The 
application  was  refused. — It  is  expected  that  the  German 
Emperor,  on  his  approaching  visit  to  Copenhagen,  will 
inspect  the  Finsen  Institution. — Emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil 
appears  to  be  coming  into  use  in  Denmark.  The  first  Danish 
speciality  of  the  kind,  called  "  Gadovin,"  has  been  put  on 
the  market.  It  is  an  egg-emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil.  But  the 
sale  of  the  emulsion  has  been  forbidden  by  the  Chemists' 
Association  without  prescription  from  a  medical  man.  The 
manufacturer  of  the  emulsion  has  defied  the  Association, 
which  is  taking  steps  to  prosecute  him  for  infringement  of 
the  Medical  Acts. — A  dispute  has  taken  place  between  the 
Chemists'  Association  and  the  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Asso- 
ciation on  account  of  the  Assistants'  Association  having 
refused  to  abide  by  a  judgment  of  the  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, and  the  matter  is  going  to  be  tried  in  the  courts. 
An  agreement  between  the  Associations  terminated  on 
January  31  last,  and  the  Chemists'  Association  has  refused 
to  sign  a  new  agreement  until  the  dispute  is  decided.  The 
Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association  has  fixed  a  scale  of 
payment  for  their  members,  which  is  to  take  effect  on  May  1. 
The  scale  of  payment  is  drawn  up  with  reference  to  the 
number  of  prescriptions  dispensed.    Thus  : — 

Amount         Assistants  Annual  Salary 

7,000kr.  to  10,000kr.  1  l,400kr. 
10,000kr.  to  14,000kr.  1  l,600kr. 
14,000kr.  to  18,000kr.       2  l,600kr.,  l,900kr. 

18,000kr.  to  21,000kr.       2  l,600kr.,  2,000kr. 

21,000kr.  to  28,000kr.       3  l,600kr ,  l,9U0kr.,  2,300kr. 

28,000kr.  to  35,000kr.       4      l,600kr  ,  l,800kr.,  2,100kr.,  2,300kr . 

For  every  7,000kr.  more  than  35,000kr.  taken  there  shall  be 
one  assistant  extra,  with  a  salary  of  2,400kr.  yearly.  The 
Chemists'  Association  recommended  their  members  to  oppose 
the  assistants'  demands. 
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CoMtver  Gil 

By  C.  Edward  Sace,  F.C.S.,  Ph.C. 


THE  recent  rise  in  price  of  cod-liver  oil  and  the  scarcity  of 
this  staple  product  for  medicinal  purposes  have  given 
rise  for  a  considerable  amount  of  substitution  on  the 
American  market.  According  to  a  statement  published  last 
week  (vide  C.  #  D.,  March  28,  page  524)  Newfoundland  oil 
is  being  freely  offered,  and  as  this  does  not  compare  favour- 
ably with  Norwegian  oil,  to  which  we  are  accustomed  in 
England,  it  will  be  wise  for  shippers  to  note  some  of  the 
requirements  of  our  markets  before  sending  any  to  us. 

There  are  many  commercial  varieties  of  cod  oils  sent  into 
the  market,  but  of  these  only  those  classed  as  "  medicinal 
oil"  can  claim  interest  at  the  present  moment;  the  other 
varieties,  which  are  used  in  treating  skins,  are  not  yet  of 
pharmaceutical  interest. 

The  oil  for  medicinal  purposes  is  now  of  a  very  different 
character  from  that  employed  twenty  years  ago.  Then  a  non- 
freezing  oil  was  the  exception ;  now  it  is  the  rule.  Improve- 
ment is  also  noticeable  in  the  uniformity  of  the  oils  offered 
to  druggists,  and  during  the  pist  twelve  years  I  have  seen 
few  samples  with  the  rancid  characters  of  the  old  oil  which 
contained  stearin.  The  present  condition  of  the  market  and 
its  importance  to  druggists  suggest  that  all  oils  which  are 
not  of  known  authenticity  should  be  examined,  for  the 
famine-prices  will  be  certain  to  lead  to  the  attempt  to  sell 
oil  from  other  sources,  as  in  New  York. 

Norwegian  oil  is  superior  in  many  ways  to  that  from  New- 
foundland, both  in  method  of  preparation  and  especially  in 
freedom  from  admixture.  Other  liver  oils  have  been  used 
to  mix  with  cod-liver  oil,  but  the  Newfoundland  oil  consists 
largely  of  menhaden  oil  and  seal  oil.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  say  from  analyses  that  Newfoundland  oils  are  adulterated 
with  the  two  oils  already  mentioned,  but  the  following 
figures  show  the  characters  of  each  of  these  : — 


Cod-liver  Oil    Menhaden  Oil 

Seal  Oil 

Sp.  gr  

Saponification- 

number 
"Free    acid  (as 

oleic)  

Iodine  -  number 

0-923-0-930  0-927-0-933 

179-190  192 
f  maximum,  ) 
(  1  per  cent.  J 

153-170  160 

0-921-0926 

142-152 
1-8-7-3 
142-152 

Menhaden  oil  is  prepared  from  the  heads  and  intestines  of 
fish  (Alosa  Menhaden  being  the  chief  variety  employed).  Its 
■colour  is  usually  brown  and  its  odour  fishy,  but  it  can  be 
bleached  and  so  fitted  for  admixture  with  a  pale-coloured 
oil.  Like  most  fish-oils  it  has  a  notable  acidity,  but  I  am 
unable  to  furnish  figures  for  authentic  samples. 

Seal  oil  varies  considerably  in  quality,  and  its  iodine- 
nnmber  is  much  lower  than  that  of  cod-liver  oil.  By  cooling 
'the  oil,  it  begins  to  deposit  stearin  at  3°  C. 

Other  possible  adulterants  of  cod-liver  oil  are  too  numerous 
•to  detail,  but  the  undermentioned  may  be  given  in  connection 
with  the  methods  for  their  detection. 

Mineral  oils  and  rosin  oil  would  be  identified  by  determin- 
ing the  proportion  of  unsaponifiable  matter  in  the  sample. 

Cotton-seed  oil  by  a  slight  modification  of  Becchi's  test. 
The  presence  of  other  vegetable  oils  can  be  determined  by 
saponification  of  the  portion  of  the  oil  which  is  soluble  in 
95-per-cent.  alcohol  and  extracting  with  ether.  Vegetable 
•oils  yield  a  residue  of  phytosterol,  which  melts  at  132°  C.  to 
134 3  C.  Cod-liver  oil  would  yield  cholesterol,  melting  at 
146:  C. :  any  o  her  melting-point  would  indicate  admixture. 


The  results  of  my  examination  of  samples  of  medicinal 
Norwegian  oil  duriDg  the  past  few  years  lead  me  to  suggest 
the  following  requirements  for  a  good  oil : — 


Colour  ... 
Odour  ... 

Taste   

Sp.  gr.  at  15-5°  C. 
Saponification-number 


Pale  yellow 

Characteristic  and  not  fishy 
Bland  and  not  rancid 
0-923  to  0-930 
179-190 


Fatty  acids  calculated  as  oleic    Xot  more  than  1  per  cent. 
Melting-point  of  fatty  acids  ...    21 3  to  25'  C. 
Cold  test         ...       ...       ...    No  solid  matter  should  separate 

during  exposure  to  a  tem- 
perature of  melting  ice  for 
an  hour. 

Iodine  absorption  figure      ...  153-170 

1  have  seldom  met  with  a  sample  of  good  medicinal  which 
has  not  answered  the  above  requirements,  and  if  in  times  of 
scarcity  there  may  be  the  temptation  to  allow  a  higher 
acidity  figure,  it  will  be  well  to  remembar  that  this  factor  is 
one  of  the  first  indications  of  adulteration  with  other  oils,  as 
well  as  an  indication  oE  the  presence  of  an  old  or  rancid  oil 
which  renders  cod-liver  oil  unfit  for  medicinal  purposes. 

2  Charterhouse  Street,  E.C. 


British  pharmaceutical  Conference, 


A MEETING  of  the  Formulary  Committee  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Tuesday,  March  23,  at 
4.30  p.m.  Present:  Mr.  N.  H.  Martin  (in  the  chair),  Messrs. 
A.  C.  Abraham  (Liverpool),  F.  C.  J.  Bird.  Harold  Wilsoa, 
W.  A.  H.  Naylor,  F.  Ransom,  and  J.  C.  Umney. 

Letters  and  telegrams  regretting  inability  to  attend  had 
been  received  from  Messrs.  Boa,  Wells,  Wright,  and 
Dr.  Syrnes.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  Bird)  had  also  received 
from  Mr.  Peter  Boa  a  most  useful  series  of  suggestions  and 
comments  on  formula?,  which  were  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  committee. 

Since  the  last  meeting  many  of  the  formula;  in  the  pro- 
visional list  then  recommended  had  been  tritd,  and  con- 
siderable progress  had  been  made.  The  committee,  having 
discussed  at  length  each  separate  formula,  and  carefully 
examined  the  specimens  of  the  preparations  corresponding 
thereto,  instructed  the  Secretary  to  draw  up  an  account  oc 
the  work  done  in  its  present  stage  for  circulation  amongst 
the  members  of  the  committee. 


TRecent  Mills, 


Bexger. — Probate  of  the  will  of  the  late  Frederick  Bad;n 
Benger,  chemical-manufacturer,  Knutsford,  has  been  granted 
at  Chester.  The  gross  value  of  the  estate  is  423,807/.  The 
testator  bequeathed  500/.  each  to  the  Manchester  Hospital 
for  Consumption,  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Chest,  Man- 
chester Children's  Hospital,  Pendlebury  Northern  Counties 
Supplementary  Hospital  for  Chronic  and  Incurable  Diseases, 
and  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals,  Manchester  branch.  The  testator  gave  100/.  each 
to  Alfred  Henry  Barlow  (pharmaceutical  chemist)  and 
Alfred  Barry  Lowndes,  employes,  and  50/.  each  to  his 
gardener  and  coachman. 

Guns'. — Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of  the  late 
Mr.  Samuel  John  Gunn,  chemist  and  druggist,  Harrow,  who 
died  intestate  on  October  7.  1902.  have  been  granted  to 
Mrs.  Annie  Edith  Florence  White  (wife  of  Mr.  Ernest  John 
White),  37  Gibson  Square,  Islington,  the  daughter  and  only 
next-of-kin.  The  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  9  875/.  7s.  6i., 
and  the  net  personalty  9,789/.  2s.  6i. 

Watts. — Probate  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph 
Watts,  chemist,  Attercliffe,  Sheffield,  has  been  granted  to 
Mrs.  Eliza  Alice  Atkinson,  and  to  Messrs.  Hy.  T.  and  Arthur 
Jas.  Wa'ts,  tlu  executors  of  the  testator,  whose  estate  is 
sworn  at  8,285/.  9s.  2d. 
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pharmaceutical  Deterans. 


Mr.  William  Dickinson. 


William  Dickinson. 

THE  fact  is  not  generally  known  that  the  originators  of 
ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine  are  alive.  Otherwise 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  would  have  had  them  as  witnesses  on  his 
behalf  in  his  Medicine-stamp  Acts  case.  A  representative 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  interviewed  one  of  them 
this  week — viz.,  Mr.  William  Dickinson,  pharmaceutical 

chemist — at  his  resi- 
s^^^SSj^j^  dence,  "Springfield,'' 

Jggg  Btekx  Bedford   Hill,  Bal- 

ham,     S.W.  Mr. 
^Mj^^^^M^^^B^         Dickinson,  spite  his 
^HfljjH^,       85  years,  is  as  hale 
■BSWK\      and  hearty-lookiris 
^JHHHny    to-day  as   many  a 
^kST  ^*      BH^^^K^\    man  °^         '^ha,t  he 
HH^'V      $UB$gSII^Bm\   'ias  '-hopped  out  of 
/  •  *.j  '  i\  the    knowledge  «>f 

I  modern  pharmacy  is 
j)   easily  accounted  for 
Mir, |      /]  1 '  v    tlic     fact  that 
Wk"      1m    *'^HV/  ^or  tnc  Pas*  thirty 
9HBk  MM^tSm     years  he     has  not 

\H  j^Hk    ^HHL  ^mUt/i     been    actively  en- 

vH  IBrifflMMBi   attml     SaSet^    m  business, 

\HI  BBHI Mi^Mr  'JlSKg/  but  the  energies  that 
■^BH  H  '«*•<*/         are  evidenced  in  the 

three  volumes  (1852- 
^^HBHjHIIljB     *  '*;,  54)  of  the  Annals  of 

Pharmacy  have  not 
abated.  Mr.  Dickin- 
son has  been  closely 
in  touch  during  his 
lifetime  with  London  local  government,  formerly  in  Padding- 
ton,  where  he  was  in  business,  and  latterly  in  Balham. 
He  is  now  senior  Alderman  of  the  Wandsworth  Borough 
Council,  and  the  Nestor  of  local  municipal  administration. 

Mr.  Dickinson  comes  of  a  well-known  Leicester  family, 
and  was  born  in  Cheshire  in  1818.  He  was  educated  at 
Atherstone  Grammar  School,  and  at  the  age  of  15  was 
apprenticed  to  a  firm  in  Birmingham  that  did  a  large 
general  business,  like  most  of  the  country  firms  of  those 
days.  Besides  being  druggists,  his  employers  were  oil  and 
colour  men,  hop  and  malt  factors,  wholesale  grocers  and 
butter-merchants.  At  the  end  of  his  apprenticeship  he  re- 
solved to  cultivate  pharmacy  more  professionally.  From 
Birmingham  he  went  to  Liverpool,  where  he  had  experience 
first  with  a  chemist  in  Old  Hall  Street  (who  did  a  large 
medicine- chest  business  in  the  days  before  steamers  were 
invented),  and  afterwards  with  a  chemist  in  Church  Street. 
He  next  had  varied  experience  in  Manchester,  Cheltenham, 
and  Leamington.  At  the  last-named  town  he  was  an 
assistant  with  Messrs.  Nelson  &  White,  and  he  was  with 
Mr.  Nelson  when  that  once  well-known  chemist  first  pro- 
duced the  form  of  gelatin  that  still  bears  his  name.  Mr. 
Dickinson  actually  turned  out  the  first  gelatin  mould  the 
world  ever  saw.  At  Leamington  he  also  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  then  well-known  physician,  Dr.  Jephson,  with 
whom  he  became  very  intimate.  From  the  Warwickshire 
Spa  Mr.  Dickinson  migrated  to  London,  and  was  for 
five  years  an  assistant  with  Messrs.  Savory  &  Moore, 
of  Bond  Street.  In  his  spare  time  he  attended 
the  lectures  of  Anthony  Todd  Thomson  (having  Pereira  and 
Kedwood  as  his  contemporaries),  and  made  himself  so  pro- 
ficient in  his  calling  that  he  was  appointed  to  the  manage- 
ment of  a  branch  in  Kegent  Street  belonging  to  his 
employers.  In  due  course  Mr.  Dickinson  started  in  business 
on  his  own  account  at  16  Cambridge  Street,  Hyde  Park,  W., 
in  the  shop  now  occupied  by  Messrs.  Trotman  &  Co.  He 
subsequently  acquired  another  business,  and  prospered  so 
well  that  he  was  able  to  retire  before  his  60th  year.  After 
his  retirement  he  travelled  for  about  fifteen  years,  journeying 
annually  to  the  Riviera,  and  visiting  Algeria,  Corsica,  Malta, 
Constantinople,  Roumania,  Bulgaria,  France,  and  Germany. 
Recently  he  "  has  settled  down,"  as  he  terms  it,  and  finds 
relaxation  in  the  duties  of  local  government. 


It  was  while  in  Paddington  that  Mr.  Dickinson  became  a 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  and  a  thorn  in  the 
flesh  of  Jacob  Bell.  He  refused  to  associate  himself  with 
Bell,  for  the  reason,  as  he  asserts,  that  Bell  and  the  coterie 
he  had  around  him  were  running  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
for  the  advertisement  of  themselves  and  their  own  goods. 
Moreover,  he  was  entirely  out  of  sympathy  with. the, restric- 
tions they  sought  in  the  Pharmacy  Bill  (i.e.,  the  1852  Act) 
to  put  upon  the  trade  of  chemist  and  druggist. 

•■I  'have  always  held,"  said  Mr.  Dickinson,  ''that  the 
greater  the  restriction  it  is  sought  to  place  upon  the'carry- 
ing-on  of  any  business  the  worse  it  eventually  becomes  for 
that  business.  As,  I  warned  them  fifty  years  ago,  chemists 
placed  a  halter  round  their  necks,  which  they  have  never 
since  been  able  to  get  rid  of." 

It  was  curious  to  observe  how  the  memory  of  the  doings 
of  long  ago  roused  the  venerable  Alderman.  He  is  still  un- 
repentant, and  knows  of  nothing  in  his  actions"  of  which  he 
need  be  ashamed. 

"  Fifty  years  ago  chemists  were  gentlemen  and  regarded 
themselves  as  such.  They  were  looked  up  to  in  the  com- 
munity, but  now  they  are  merely  regarded  as  shopkeepers." 

It  was  to  voice  such  sentiments  as  these  and  to  "  expose  " 
the  methods  of  Jacob  Bell  that  Mr.  Dickinson  and  his  friend 
Mr.  William  Bastick  in  1852  founded  the  Annals  of  Phar- 
macy and  Practical  Chemistry.  The  "  stringent  enactments  " 
of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  were  relentlessly  criticised,  and  modi- 
fication sought.  The  Annals  was  published  monthly, 'and 
besides  editorials  (which  are  spicy  reading),  the  journal  con- 
tained many  interesting  and  practical  articles.  The  co- 
editors  (Mr.  Dickinson  was  the  real  proprietor)  did  much 
useful  work,  and  between  them  they^evolved|  amoDgst  other 
things,  the  formula  for  ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine.  In 
the  three  volumes  also  appeared  the  original  chapters  on 
"Perfumery,"  by  Mr.  Septimus  Piesse,  which  formed  the 
standard  work  on  the  subject.  At  that  time  Mr.  Piesse  was 
an  assistant  with  Mr.  Breidenbach,  and  after  the  Annals 
was  dropped  (in  1854)  Mr.  Dickinson  sold  Mr.  Piesse  the 
copyright  for  his  book.  The  book  interested  a  gentleman  of 
private  means  so  much  that  he  started  Mr.  Piesse  in  business 
in  Bond  Street,  and  thus  inaugurated  the  world-known  firm 
of  Piesse  &  Lubin.  ' 

Mr.  Dickinson  ■  hit'  so  hard,  and  ''was  so  persistent  in  his 
opposition  to  the'  business  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council, 
that  he  was  expelled  from  the  Council ;  but  it  was  sub- 
sequently found  that  his  expulsion.. was  illegal,  and  he 
remained  a  councillor  until  his  voluntary  resignation. 
Before  the  crisis  came  Mr.  Dickinson  issued  a  pamphlet 
explaining  his  position.  The  following  is  the  wording  on 
the  t!tle-page: — 

The  |  unconstitutional  and  illegal  |  proceedings  of  the  Council  | 
of    the  |  Pharmaceutical    Society.  |  By    William  Dickinson, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  one  of  the  editors  of  the  "  Annals  of 
Pharmacy." 

The  purest  treasure  mortal  times  afford 
Is— spotless  reputation  ;  that  away, 
Men  are  but  gilded  loam,  or  painted  clay. 

Mine  honour  is  my  life  ;  both  grow  in  one  ; 
Take  honour  from  me,  and  my  life  is  done. 

Richard  II. 

London  :  |  Published  by  William  Freeman,  69  Fleet  Street.  | 
Price  one  shilling. 

The  Annals  dropped,  Mr.  Dickinson  sought  relaxation 
in  another  direction,  and  became  a  Volunteer.  He  claims 
to  be  the  oldest  living  Volunteer  in  England,  being  the  six- 
teenth recruit  of  the  Victoria  Rifles — a  company  :■  formed 
four  years  before  Lord  Palmerston  sanctioned  the  general 
movement.  The  great  Duke  of  Wellington  was  Colonel  of 
the  regiment,  and  before  he  retired  Mr.  Dickinson  (who 
entered  as  a  private)  was  senior  captain  and  acting  j  unior 
major.  While  an  officer  of  the  Rifles  Mr.  Dickinson  was 
presented  to  the  late  Queen  Victoria.  When  in  Paddington 
Mr.  Dickinson  opened  a  free  dispensary  and  lying-in  hospital, 
and  he  was  a  Governor  and  one  of  the  founders  of  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson  are 
looking  forward  to  the  celebration  (in  about  four  years)  of 
their  golden  wedding,  and  they  both  look  as  if  they  had 
many  years  of  health  and  happiness  yet  before  them. 


Owing  to  increased  rates  in  Costa  Rica,  the  importation  of 
certain  patent  medicines  and  drugs  has  ceased. 
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%he  ^Lssistants'  IPage  of  Mews. 


THIS  WEEK'S  "C.  &  D."   IN  BRIEF. 


Many  NovELTiES'for  chemists'  retail  are  described  on  p.  562. 
We  report  the  examination  in  Ashmore  &  Son's  failure  (p.  539)' 
A  Full  Repobt  of  the  tr.  quin.  ammon.  case  is  printed  cn 
p.  555. 

We  give  the  text  of  the  judgment  in  the  acetum  scillfe  case 
(p.  557). 

The  late  Mr.  F.  B.  BeDger's  estate  is  valued  at  over  420,COOi. 
(p.  571). 

Fubtheb  Settlements  of  drug-contracts  are  reported  on  p.  538 
and  p.  540. 

A  Chemists'  Association  has  been  formed  in  the  Thames 
Valley  (p.  548). 

Mb.  T.  Barclay  gives  some  graphic  particulars  about  the  cod- 
fishing  (p.  549). 

A  Child  at  Bristol  has  been  poisoned  with  a  home-made 
cough-mixture  (p.  538). 

What  is  a  bonbon  ?  The  question  is  of  importance  under  the 
Factory  Act.    See  p.  558. 

Mb.  Idbis's  Views  on  the  Poisons  Committee's  report  are 
frankly  outspoken  (p.  545). 

The  Law  as  to  unreturned  syphons  was  raised  in  a  case  settled 
by  Mr.  Justice  Wright  (p.  558). 

Those  who  desire  to  checkmate  Mr.  Dobbs  should  read  the 
note  on  p.  651,  and  act  upon  it. 

A  Bolton  man  has  got  a  month's  imprisonment  for  selling 
spurious  Beecham's  pills  (p.  639j. 

The  shop  of  the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  at  Coleraine  is  to 
be  sold,  albo  that  at  Ntwry  (p.  558). 

Phabmacists'  Assistants  in  Denmark  are  dictating  to  their 
employers  in  a  curious  manner  (p.  blO). 

"Xrayser"  hits  off  the  appeal-cases  very  rrieisantly.  He  as 
calculated  that  they  cost  51.  a  minute  (p.  551). 

A  Scheme  of  territorial  representation  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  is  outlined  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  (p.  556).  , 

Cod-liver  Oil  should  ;be  closely  examined  just  now. 
C.  E.  Sage  gives  useful  hints  about  it  on  p.  571. 

"Glyn- Jones  b.  Alyebstone,  1,"  is  the  subject  of  this  week's 
cartoon.    "  Thereof "  figures  alongside  it  (p.  560J. 

The  "  Passing  of  the  Apprentice "  was  the  subject  of  a  dis- 
cussion amongst  Wakefield  chemists  on  Tuesday  (p.  547). 

-  The  Phabmacy  Bill  has  been  published  by  the  King's  printers, 
and  the  memorandum  prefaced  to  it  is  re  printed  on  p.  t)41. 

The  Phaemacy  Bill  is  doubly  blocked,  and  the  Drug  Com- 
panies Association  (Limited)  has  put  on  its  armour  against  it 
{p.  560). 

The  Phabmaceutical  Society  did  better  financially  last  year, 
thanks  mainly  to  greater  examination  revenue  and  leas  legal 
expeme  (p.  554). 

The  Phabmaceutical  Council's  Committee  has  not  yet  made 
up  its  mind  about  the  recommended  additions  to  the  Poisons 
Schedule  (p.  542). 

The  Agents  for  Fels-naptha  soap  have  failed  to  convince  the 
High  Court  that  they  have  the  exclusive  right  to  the  title 
"  naphtha  soap  "  (p.  658). 

Mr.  Tybeb  has  the  authority  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Depart- 
ment for  saying  that  it  is  practically  illegal  to  make  absolute 
alcohol  in  this  country  (p.  567). 

"  Messes.  'Camp-kin,  Currie,  Patebson,  and  Walshaw  are  con- 
testing with  the  seven  retiring  pharmaceutical  councillors  for  seats 
in  the  historic  assembly  (p.  533  and  p.  542}. 

Mr.  William  Dickinson,  one  of  the  originators  of  tr.  quin. 
ammon.  and  an  antagonist  of  Mr.  Jacob  Bell,  has  been  interviewed 
this  week  by  a  representative  of  the  C.  <£-  D.  (p.  572). 

Business  is  fairly  good  in  drugs  and  chemicals.  Cocaine  is 
higher,  as  expected ;  santonin  has  had  a  sudden  rise,  and  potash 
citrate  is  dearer.  Crude  camphor  is  firmer  ;  citric  acid,  cistor  oil, 
and  peach-kernel  oil  are  all  easier.  Opium  and  quinine  are  qaiet 
(p.  563). 


MAINLY  PERSONAL. 


The  Business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  H  B.  Legg.  chemist 
and  drujgisf.,  an  6  "-ank  Parade,  Streatham  Common,  S.W  ,  haa 
beea  purchased  by  Mr.  Lockwood  Mundy. 

Mb.  J.  Hicks,  assistant  to  Mr.  John  W.  Bennie,  r  hem i <  t  and 
druagibt,  Polmont  Station,  near  Falbiik,  was  oue  o*  thn  pri  inoteia 
(and  acted  as  joint  -eeretary)  of  a  verv  suocebbful  fancy-dress 
ball,  which  was  held  last  week  at  Polmont. 

The  schools  which  advertise  in  this  issui  a  re  :  — 
Central  School,  2  Charterhouse  Street,  E.C. 
Leeds,  SpriDgfield  Place.  Leeds. 

Liverpool  6  tiandon  'fVrrace,  Upper  Duke  Street,  Liverpool, 
London  (  ollege,  3 '3  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 
1  ondon  Hospital,  Mile  End.  fel. 
Medical  College,  M.le  Wnd,  E. 

Metrop  litau  College.  160  and  162  Kennington  Pirk  Road,  S.E. 
Koyal  Dit-pensary.  /\  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh, 
Houth  Loudon.  325  Kennington  Road,  S.E. 
Westminster,  Trinity  Square,  Borough,  S.E, 


COLLEGE  NOTES. 


Northern  College  of  Pharmacy. — At  the  sessional  examina- 
tion of  this  College,  Mr.  A.  Rutter,  of  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  F.  Raine, 
of  Darwen,  were  awarded  fii-st  and  second  prizes  respectively. 
The  work  done  at  this  examination  by  the  bulk  of  the  com- 
petitors was  particularly  good. 

The  Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy  has  been  removed  from 
Springfield  Place  to  much  larger  premises  in  Clarendon  Road, 
Leeds.  The  new  college  stands  in  its  own  grounds  in  an  elevated 
position,  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  the  stations.  In  the  gardens 
are  conservatories  and  greenhouse.  The  new  College  is  capable 
of  holding  200  students,  and  will  be  first  used  on  Monday,  April  6, 
the  commencement  of  the  new  term. 

Imperial  College  of  Pharmacy. — On  March  27  the  students 
of  this  College  visited  the  import- warehouses  of  the  London  Docks, 
inspecting  first  the  ivory-floors,  where  tusks  to  the  value  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million  pounds  were  exhibited.  The  spice  and  bark 
floors  claimed  a  large  share  of  attention,  the  fine  samples  of 
cinnamon,  Penang  cloves,  immense  heaps  of  true  and  false., mace, 
tons  of  nutmegs,  and  the  perfect  fruits  of  Myristica  fra grans 
engaging  much  attention.  On  the  drug-floors  cinchonas  were 
scrutinised,  and  afterwards  the  gums,  gum-resins,  and  essential  oils 
occupied  considerable  time.  The  gums  included  Senegal,  kauri, 
copal,  and  fine  specimens  of  benzoin,  olibanum,  and  kino.  Fine 
trunks  of  santal-wood  and  some  tons  of  sassafras  roots  had  just 
arrived,  together  with  3,000  casks  of  soft  paraffin.  The  mercury- 
vaults  proved  of  great  interest.  The  quicksilver  is  imported 
chiefly  from  New  Almaden,  in  California,  in  iron  bottles,  and  is 
almost  chemically  pure.  Fine  "  vanilloes  "  or  vanilla-pods  were 
just  arriving  from  the  West  Indies  and  Mauritius.  The  students 
gleaned  much  information,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Davis  thanked  the 
management  on  their  behalf  before  leaving. 

North  of  England  School  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. — 
The  students  of  this  School  visited  the  works  of  the  Bede  Metal 
and  Chemical  Company  at  Hebburn-on-Tyne  on  March  26.  Mr. 
A.  B.  Stark,  the  manager,  conducted  the  party  round  the  works, 
and  explained  in  detail  the  various  stages  in  the  extraction  of 
copper  by  the  "wet  method"  from  the"  blue  billy  "  or  pyrites 
cinders,  also  the  recovery  of  silver  and  gold  from  the  copper  solu- 
tion. The  furnaces  were  visited,  where  all  the  "  dry  methods  " 
were  seen  and  explained,  and  samples  of  the  various  ores  and 
products,  such  as  "white  metal"  and  "blister-copper,"  were 
handed  round.  The  testing  of  the  quality  of  the  copper  by  the 
fracture  of  "  Muntz  metal "  was  demonstrated  by  some  of  the 
students.  The  assay  of  the  recovered  silver  by  cupellation,  and 
the  estimation  of  the  copper  electrolytically,  were  seen  io.  the 
chemical  laboratory.  In  the  afternoon  the  party  wei  e  conducted 
through  the  iron  and  steel  works  of  the  Palmer  Shipbuilding  and 
Iron  Company  at  Jarrow,  where  were  seen  the  Siemens-Martin 
furnaces  for  production  of  steel  by  the  "  open-hearth  "  process  in 
full  operation.  The  "  producers "  of  the  gas  used  and  blast- 
furnaces were  inspected  and  the  machinery  explained.  Much 
interest  was  evoked  by  the  rolling-mills,  where  steel  plates  for 
torpedo-boats  were  seen  in  construction.  Hearty  votes  of  thanks 
were  accorded  to  the  gentlemen  who  conducted  the  parties,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  F.  R.  Dudderidge,  F.C.S.,  Principal  of  the  School. 
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Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TERMS. 

Limited  to  the  Advertisements  of  Surplus  Stock,  Shop  Fittings,  Apparatus,  Photographic  Goods,  Books  and  Periodicals,  Formula,  Addresses  Wanted, 

and  Articles  Wanted. 

gdi  per  word  with  name  and  address.    Id.  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  nmiber. 
No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 

Remittances  payable  to  BDW  ABII  HALSB,  and  croaaed  MAHTgJTS  »Aft  K,  IIMIBBa. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


APPARATUS. 

8-cell  bichromate  battery ;  quart  cells ;  cost  £6  10s. ;  price,  £2  10j. 
Pitt,  Chemist,  Barnstaple. 

What  offers  ?  steam-pan  (steel),  32"  diameter,  25"  deep,  with  stand 
complete,  good  condition.   Percival,  171  High  Street,  Walthamstow. 

Ryland's  aerated-water  plant  complete,  gas-engine,  and  every  requisite  for 
manufacturing  ;  muBt  be  so'd  ;  owner  leaving  premises.  T.F.  Harries, 
50  Great  Barr  Street,  Birmingham. 

Compact  soda-water  machine,  first-class  condition,  by  Barnett  <Ss  Foster  ; 
syphon-filler,  tools,  gas-pressure  gauge,  silver-plated  syringe  ;  a  com- 
plete plant  for  soda  and  any  fancy  drink  in  syphons.  "  D.  G."  (143/15;, 
Office  of  th  s  Paper. 

BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

Bentley'a  "  Materia  Medica,"  1887,  2s.  Gd. :  Fowne's  ''■  Organic,"  and 
"  Inorganic,"  12th,  Is.  Gd.  each ;  Thorpe's  "  Inorganic  Non-metals," 
Is.  6d. ;  Jarmain's  "  Qualitative  Analysis,"  Gd. ;  Martindale's  7th,  3s.  6d. : 
"  Chemist's  and  Dispenser's  Yade  Mecum,"  2s.  Gd. ;  what  offers  ? 
Chemist  Druggists,  18S8-1901,  Pharm.  Jl.  1891-1902,  Diaries,  1889-99, 
1901-2,  British  Colonial  Diary,  1903,  Paris's  "  Pharmacologia,"  1833 
Oockeb,  Luton. 

Offered.  —  "  Pharmacographia,"  12». :  Carpenter's  "  The  Microscope," 
10s. ;  Gosse's  11  Evenings  with  the  Microscope,"  5s. ;  Deschanel's 
"  Magnetism  atd  Electricity,"  6s. ;  Deschanel's  "  Heat  and  Light,"  6s. ; 
Watts's  "  Inorganic  Chemistry,"  6s. ;  Watts's  "  Organic  Chemistry," 
6s. ;  Prantl  and  Vine's  "  Text-book  of  Botany,"  6s. ;  Martin's 
"  Microscopic  Objects  Figured  and  Described,"  7s.  Gd. ;  Sims  Wood- 
head's  '■  Bacteria  and  their  Products,"  5s.  ;  above  are  all  in  excellent 
condition.   Apply,  Turner,  Cbem-st,  Dumfries. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

1  8  bottles  H.G.  peppermint.  14s.  Gd.  lb.    Side  bottom,  Chemist,  Church. 
Cut  carboy  triple  rose-water,  40s.;  carboy  fiee.   Mitcbell,  Fagley 
Terrace,  Bradford. 

Eight  Winchester  quarts  cod-liver  oil,  "  A.  &  H.''   Offers, 11  Devonshire" 

(139/15),  Office  of  this  Paper. 
Eight  Winchesters  Evans'  extra  Norwegian  cod  1.  oil;  part  or  whole; 

caBh  offers.   139/24,  Office  of  this  Paper. 
50  oz.  sulphate  quinine,  B.P.,  in  10-oz.  lots  or  over,  carriage  paid,  cash 

with  order,  Is.  OJrf.  per  oz.   Foulston,  Chemist,  Burnham.  Bucks. 
Overstocked —5  lbs.  <1.  menth.  pip.  cJakson's  Mitcham),  15s.  Gd.  lb., 

£3  10.'.  lot,  sample  Zd.   Percival,  171  High  Street,  Walthamstow. 
About  45  lbs.  powd.  English  citric  acid,  Is.  2d.  per  lb. ;  80  lbs.  powd. 

sugar  milk,  b\d.  per  lb. ;  7  lbs.  either  carriage  paid.   Carlton,  Chemist, 

Gloucester. 

40  lbs.  pot.  permang.,  5tf.  ;  20  lbs.  pulv.  seidiitz,  6d. ;  20  lbs.  pulv.  acacia? 
alb..  Is.;  40  lbs.  formaldehyde  (40  %),  9rf. ;  10  lbs.  gingerine  opt., 
Is.  Gd. ;  8  lbs.  liq.  rhei  pro  fyr.,  Is.  Gd. :  20  lbs.  capers  (Nonpareil),  9d. ; 
30  lbs.  acid,  phosphoric,  syrupy,  Is.   Walton,  Chemist,  Hull. 

FORMUL/E. 

Synthetic  perfume1.  —  Well-tried  formulas;  any  perfume  5».  each. 
Address,  Johns,  39  Jubilee  Diive,  Liverpool. 

Photographic  Chemists. — It  will  pay  you  to  note  this  offer :  perfect 
combintd  P.OP.  bath,  neutral;  perfect  single-solution  concentrated 
developer;  perfect  single-solution  intensifier ;  3  formulas,  Is.  Gd. ;  speci- 
men labels  ;  satisfaction  guaranteed.  "Photo-Artist,''  Kelvin  House, 
East  Molesey,  Surrey. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

No.  1A  folding  pocket  Kodak  (53s.),  almost  new  ;  what  offer?  Ashworth, 
46  Darnley  Street,  Brooks's  Bar,  Manchester. 

Overstocked. — 8  10s.  Gd.  J-plate  hand-camera?,  4s.  ea<h  30s.  lot;  1  doz. 
i-plate  bags,  15s.  6<i.;  9  2s.  scales,  lis.;  3  12».  Gd.  Holborn  Btamp- 
cameras,  24s.  Percival,  171  High  Street,  Wa'thamstow. 


-—  — 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

40  doz.  A6hton  &  Parsons'  Is.  homoeopathies ;  what  offers  ?  Smith, 

3  Butland  Avenue,  Leicester. 
Rayner's  Hedakene,  clean  condition,  40  lid.  size  12s.  Gd.,  36  Is.  for  21s. 

(or  nearest  offer).   Davies,  101  Church  Street,  Brighton. 
Half-price.— 2  each,  Yanitas,  Condy's  ozonised  water,  Pumiline  ext., 

Pinol,  Henry's  magnesia,  Moreton's  Animal's  Friend  ;  1  each,  Bubini's 

styptic,  Moxon's  aperient.  Torrens,  Youghal. 

SHARES. 

Shares  for  sale.— See  Miscellaneous  column  (page  6S). 
20  £1  5  %  preference  shares  Acme  Chemical  Co.  (Limited).    Offers  to 
"  Weed  Killer  "  (136/1),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Complete  shopfittings  or  part  for  sale.  Fishburn,  68  Lydgate  Lane, 
Sheffie'd. 

What  offers  ?  Pair  specie-jars ;  good  condition  ;  similar  Maw's  fig.  1  and 
9.  page  273 ;  height,  with  cover,  30  in. ;  cost  85s.  each.  Buckingham, 
Chemist,  Aylsham. 

Showcase  (dentist's),  about  26  in.'  by  16  in.  by  4  J  in.,  bent  plate-glass  front, 
plate-glass  mirror  and  shelves,  splendid  condition,  30s. ;  also  2  small 
ones,  cheap.   Macdonalds,  29  Piccadilly,  Manchester. 

Six  3J-gall.  swan  neck  carboys  and  1  6-gall,  all  with  handsome  cut-glass 
stoppers,  on  moulded  mahogany  stands  12J  in.  x  2  in. ;  offers  wanted 
for  part  or  whole.   J.  G.  Plumley  &  Son,  Chemists,  Bristol. 

Tooth-brush  case,  as  fig.  2,  Maw's;  mirrors,  unframed,  2  27x16  in., 
1  41x21 ;  mahogany  drawers,  with  glass  labels  and  knobs  ;  mahogany 
counter-top,  11  f t.  x  3 ;  counter-drawers,  shop-rounds,  glass  shelves,  and 
window-enclosure.  74  Rugby  Road,  Brighton. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

12  soda-syphons  and  carrying-basket;  7s.  Gd.  Pickering,  Chemist, 
Leicester. 

O'Briens  check-till;  good  as  new;  cost  £3  10s.  new;  what  offers? 

Fairburn,  Chemist,  Northallerton. 
Good  dental-engine,  new  arm,  never  used,  burnisher,  and  modelling-was, 

£3,  or  exchange  dispensing-scales.   Smith,  Chemist,  Pershore. 
One  12-in.  brass  beam  counter-Ecales,  on  box  (Avery) ;  5  jujube- jars 

(labelled) ;  some  slightly-soiled  pttents ;  all  at  half-ccst.  Evans, 

Margate. 

Overstocked.— 9  doz.  6<f.  Parma  Violets  perfume,  3s.  Gd.  doz.,  30s.  lot, 
sample  4rf. ;  J-  doz.  seamless  enemas,  boxed,  7s.  Gd. ;  1  gross  2d.  sponges, 
9s. ;  7  doz.  Gd.  sponges,  £1 ;  2  doz.  Sparklets  syphons,  24s.  doz. 
Percival.  171  High  Street,  Walthamstow. 

Anglo-American  Co 's  8-guinea  sight-testing  case,  new,  £6  :  2  10-gal. 
show  carboys,  25s.  each ;  Gd.  Btrengthenii  g  and  breast  belladonna 
plasters,  Is.  4d.  doz. ;  Id.  court-plaster,  tricolour,  3s.  Gd.  gross ;  Nelson's 
photographic  gelatine,  J-lbs.,  3s.  2d.  lb. ;  Daisy  powders,  9s.  doz. ;  bands' 
liver  seeds,  6s.  doz.;  pill- machine,  marble  slab,  5  grain,  new,  24, 
]9s.  Gd.  ;  plated  suppository-moulds  for  24,  15  grains,  15s.,  for  12, 
30  grains,  13s.,  for  6,  60  grains,  9s.  Win^t  an  let  &  Fairhubst, 
Wigan. 


WANTED. 

"  B.P.."  1893,  required.   Lowest  price  to  Sam  A.  Sheard,  Morley. 
Sugar-coating  pan  for  pills  and  tablets.    Apply,  257/26,  Officj  of  this 
Paper. 

Sifter  and  mixe-,  cteap.  Particulars,  Humble's  Drug  Stores,  Brent- 
ford, W. 

National  or  other  good  cash-register.     Tottlk,  Chemist,  Liscard, 
Cheshire. 

Old  electric  lamps  and  scrap  platinum.   P.  Rowsell,  9  Derwent  Grove, 
E.  Dulwich. 

Old  artificial  teeth  ;  cash  by  return.  Messrs.  Dent,  120  Greyhound  Lane, 
Streatham. 
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